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Leeds - Settle — Carlisle Railway

The Friends of the Settle-Carlisle line report that April has seen a slight decrease in service
performance. This follows the improvements seen in March but remains within the network
average. Services were affected by train faults, train crew resources, several infrastructure
issues and planned engineering works. Concerns exist over carriage allocation, with several
trains being short formed. Meanwhile the spectre of industrial action lingers on with the
absence of services on 6th April and further action planned for 9th May.

Headline performance figures for April 2024

1% of scheduled services cancelled (excluding strike).

4% of scheduled services were lost to industrial action.

8% of services were late by ten minutes or more.

1% of services were significantly late by thirty minutes or more.
3% of services were truncated.

14% of services were short formed.

Westmorland & Furness Council

The Department for Transport has awarded Westmorland and Furness Council £1.7million of
Bus Service Improvement Plan Plus funding to enhance services across the area in 2024/25.
The Council has carried out a public consultation that included a drop-in session in Kirkby
Stephen on 18" April that | attended. | expressed the view that the Council should support
more regular bus services connecting Kirkby Stephen with Kendal and Penrith that would
include early morning and evening services. The consultation closed on 30" April.

Work has already started to devise a list of 35 suggested bus routes the monies could fund.
One of these is to re-introduce the regular service from Kirkby Stephen to Penrith six days a
week, possibly with a service at peak times. However, most of the proposals on the table
appear to provide additional services in the larger towns rather than in the rural areas. This
appears to me to be contrary to the stated objectives of the Council.

Community Transport Grants

The Town Council made two applications for Community Transport Grants; one to replace the
panels in the town’s three bus shelters; and the other to fund a revised public transport
timetable and its distribution. Westmorland & Furness Council has agreed to provide £9,000
for the replacement bus shelters and £1,500 for the new timetables. The Town Clerk has
sought quotes for both these projects.

The February Town Council meeting asked me to submit a further application and | have
submitted one for pump-priming funding for a e-bike hire scheme to connect Kirkby Stephen
West railway station with the town centre. This application has been unsuccessful.
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