Minutes of the Meeting of Kirkby Stephen Town Council held in the Local Links Centre
on Tuesday 5" September 2017 at 6.45pm

Present: Clir. J Johnstone Chair (JJ), Clirs Mr. A Birtles (AB), Mr. D Gilmour (DG), Mr. D Marsh (DM),
Mr. P Richardson (PR), Mrs. D Thornton (DT) and Mr. M Walker (MW).
Also in attendance: Clerk, Herald Reporter, P Dew, V Kendall and 11 members of the public

Public Participation

Clerk gave an update on the position of Eden District Council with regards to the Eden Local Plan. Due to a
review of the site scoring matrix KS24 had dropped down the list of sites along with KS18. As a
consequence KS11 had risen up the list and had been put back into the plan. Three areas of land were
subject to live planning applications which would potentially change the plan before it is resubmitted to the
Inspector; these are KS3, KS18 and land adjacent to Christian Head. Should these applications sign S106
agreements and be granted permission before the plan is sent off, the site allocation at KS11 would not be
required.

District & County Councillors
Mr. Dew presented a report to the Council on his activities since the last meeting. A summary of the report is
provided:

e Highways — the markings outside KSPS have been renewed. The defaced sign on the A685 is to be
replaced later this month. Redmayne Road and Hobson’s lane have been resurfaced. HGV
restrictions are being considered for Nateby Road. CCC is reviewing the use of permits for HGV
vehicles; the Town Council should press the Police to enforce the restrictions.

e Flood Investigation Report 2015 — Mr. Dew attended a meeting with County officers to discuss
recommendations in the report. The Council plans to work with the Pennine View Caravan Park to
increase capacity of the culvert using money from the Quick Win budget. Work to Croglam Beck is
forecast to cost over £250,000 to survey and clean, at present there are no funds to complete the
work so the aim will be to limit the flow of water into the beck.

e Sewage Network has been upgraded by the addition of a grit trap in Mellbecks.

e There are no plans to relocate the HWRC situated in Hobson’s Lane.

¢ Request that the Town Council look at putting a sign to the public toilets and car park near the Black
Bull.

e Mr. Dew will ask the Portfolio holder for Schools and Learning to provide additional funding to the
Primary School.

e Devolved Services — endorse the Town Council likely decision to adopt discretionary services
provided by EDC. The Council should seek a reduction in the precept charged by EDC and should
consider charging for services such as the car park and toilets. Request that the Council investigate
making provision for coaches in the public car park to save money paid to Harrision & Hetherington.

e Western Dales Bus — endorse their plans to introduce a new weekly service to Kendal.

e Eden Local Plan — Proposed Main Modifications Consultation — commended the Town Council’s
response.

Mrs. Kendall reported that the Post Office is interviewing a candidate on Friday. The future of the Post Office
should be resolved within the next three to four weeks.

Community Police

PCSO J Allinson was unable to attend the meeting and had provided a report containing an update on Police
activities. It was reported by Councillor Johnstone that there had been damage to the toilets and it was noted
that ‘boy racers’ are gathering in the car park.

17167) be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair.

694 | Apologies for absence Action
Apologies for absence were received from G Lumley due to another commitment and J Sowerby
due to annual leave.

695 | Minutes of previous meeting
RESOLVED that the minutes of Kirkby Stephen Town Council held on 18" July (pages 17162- JJ

696 | Declarations of Interest
There were no Declarations of Interests

697 | Robin Hooper, Chief Executive, Eden District Council




Robin Hooper attended the meeting to hear concerns regarding the process of writing the Eden
Local Plan (ELP). Clir Birtles presented a timeline of the consultations and Town Council’s
responses including the drawing up of a town plan. It was noted that elements from the town plan,
which was not formally adopted as a supplementary plan, were incorporated into the ELP in 2014.
The consultations carried out prior to the hearings in early 2017 and then the hearings themselves,
held in May 2017, had created a divisive atmosphere in the town leading to conflict and dispute over
the allocation of some of the sites. Mr. Hutchinson had attended two meetings in town but his lack
of involvement in the early stages of the plan meant had been unable to answer many of the
questions put to him on how evidence of housing needs, sites etc. had been gathered and analysed.
Mr. Hooper was asked if this was an appropriate way to conduct a consultation.

Mr. Hooper acknowledged the frustrations of the length of time the plan is taking to get to adoption
stage. He explained how the process started in 2010 and highlighted the challenges of getting sites
signed off. EDC calculated that 220 houses per year were required; however, housebuilders have
been pushing for greater housing numbers to be allocated across the district. The Inspector
disagreed with the allocation of 24 settlements; he considered this to be too many and reduced the
number. The Inspector did not accept 220 houses per year were enough for Eden. Mr. Hooper
acknowledged that there was no evidence that that level of building is needed as the target had only
been reached once in ten years. EDC has since recalculated the housing numbers to 242 per year.
A six year land supply has been put together but until this is adopted any piece of land that is put
forward for development has to be considered. The reason for the Eden Vision to 2050 was to have
a plan to work towards and retain some control over how Penrith develops.

The floor was opened to the public and questions were put to Mr. Hooper:
e It was noted that population increase wise Kirkby Stephen has been given the greatest
increase and where was the rationale for that?
In response Mr. Hooper reported that Eden had argued for more housing in Penrith rather than
Appleby/Kirkby Stephen and noted that there were sites in Kirkby Stephen that hadn’t been
developed due to lack of demand; however, the Inspector did not accept this.

e There was concern about how the sites had been selected and that the fairest way to
allocate a site was to ensure that all sites are subjected to the same assessment tests and
then placed in order of suitability for development.

e There was concern about the inaccuracies in the scoring matrix and a request that the
documents that are sent to the Inspector are correct.

e There was concern that a site KS11, which was not included in the consultation document,
was now being put back in the plan without any further opportunity for people to make
comments.

e The impact on the infrastructure in the town was highlighted to Mr. Hooper.

Mr. Hooper agreed to look into the matters raised and respond back to those that had spoken. ltis
the District Council’s aim to get the ELP adopted at the earliest opportunity so that the district is
protected against unsuitable developments. There is a plan to review the ELP once it is adopted.
He offered to ask David Wright, Planning Manager, to come to a future meeting.

698 | Devolution and Transfer of Assets
Copy letter circulated with the agenda. Correspondence from Eden District Council regarding the
removal of services after 2022 was received and considered. Mr. Hooper explained how
government funding to the District Council’s is reducing and this has led EDC to offering devolution
of service to parishes now to give them time to decide which services they want to keep. A meeting
of the working group has been scheduled for 26" September at 7pm.
Mr. Hooper was thanked for attending the Town Council meeting. RH left the meeting.

699 | Planning




RESOLVED that the following applications are received and the Planning Authority advised of the | Clerk
Council’s observations as follows:
17/0676 — Full application. Bryson’s Bakery 37 Market Street. Retrospective application for
retention of air conditioning unit to rear of bakery with planted mitigation feature. Three letters of
objection to the application were received and considered. The Council was reminded that it had
objected to the installation of the air conditioning unit at a previous application, however, there were
concerns about the sustainability of the business if a compromise cannot be reached. The Council
remained concerned that the unit was not in keeping with the conservation status of the area.
Chairman reported that she had contacted Bryson’s to discuss alternative measures i.e. lowering
the unit to near ground level and screening it. Bryson'’s appeared open to finding a solution that will
be acceptable to all parties. RESOLVED to ask the business and neighbouring residents to work
together to find a solution.
17/0503 — Full application. Cricket Ground, single storey extension to tool shed. RESOLVED to
support the application and recommend approval.
17/0683 — 18-20 Market Street. Change of use from shops (Class A1) to shop, restaurants and
cafes (Class A3). RESOLVED to support the application and recommend approval.
700 | Portfolio Report — Town Council Administration Clir Mrs. Johnstone
a. Accounts package — RESOLVED to authorise the Clerk to sign up to a month’s trial with Scribe, | Clerk
an accountancy software package specifically designed for local councils. RESOLVED to
authorise the Clerk to enter into an agreement with Scribe if the system is appropriate for the
Council’s needs at an annual cost of £347.
b. RESOLVED to authorise the purchase of a replacement desktop computer for the Clerk’s use | Clerk
at an approximate cost of £502.12 + VAT, price to be confirmed at the point of ordering.
c. Community and Council Centre — NOTED that the C&CC has entered a new three-year
photocopier lease at a cost of £48.85 per month collected by Direct Debit quarterly.
d. NOTED that the BACS daily payment limit has been increased to £4,000. Clerk
e. Reform of data protection legislation — General Data Protection Regulation and Data Protection
Bill - NOTED the reform and AGREED to prepare for the changes which come into force on
25" May 2018. AGREED to attend training sessions offered by CALC in late autumn/early
spring.
f.  Councillor Training — RESOLVED to authorise expenditure to meet the costs of training courses ALL
offered by CALC to Councillors and Officers.
701 | Portfolio — Community Planning, Clir Mr. Birtles/ Clir Mrs. Lumley (absent)
CliIr Birtles reported that K Bradburn-Sims has started on refreshing the Community Plan. Clerk
702 | Portfolio — Community, Clir. Mr. Richardson
ClIr Richardson is to visit KSGS and meet the new Headteacher to invite applications to the Brittleton | PR
Bursary. The bursary has also been advertised in the newsletter.
703 | Portfolio — Highways, Clir Mrs. Sowerby (absent)
a) RESOLVED to look into funding of additional signage to the public toilets and the car park and | Clerk
to ask Mr. Dew where the appropriate location for the signs would be.
b) Podgill Bridge — NOTED that Podgill Bridge is to be repaired in the near future.
c) Bollam Lane repairs — it was NOTED that the lane has been repaired to a good standard.
704 | Portfolio — Open Spaces, Clirs Mrs. Johnstone and Mrs. Thornton
NOTED that a boon day is to be carried out at the Cemetery on 30t September 1-4pm. Clerk
RESOLVED to make a request to EDC to repaint the public litter bins in the town centre.
AGREED to seek costings for grounds maintenance, including spraying of weeds at the public car
park.
705 | Portfolio — Property, Clir Mr. Marsh
It was reported that seat repairs are on-going. DM
706 | Portfolio — Tourism & Events, Clir. Mr. Walker

a. Clir Walker advised that a tourism network meeting was due to be held in the following week.




The 563 service between Appleby and Penrith has started. The service is using school buses
and can provide 3 x return journeys. If it had come to Kirkby Stephen it would have reduced the
service to 2 x return trips. Over 70% of the passengers alight at Appleby and Kirkby Thore,
therefore, it had been decided to concentrate the service in these towns.

Cumbria Classic Coaches will continue to provide a service to Penrith for the time-being.

The Western Dales bus has registered 3 return trips to Kendal on Thursdays starting in mid-

October. RESOLVED to provide a letter of support to the company. The open day the company

held in town on 4t September had been well attended and had led to some interest from

volunteer drivers.

b. RESOLVED to enter into a coach parking arrangement with Harrison & Hetherington at an
annual cost of £825 + VAT. Authorisation was given to the Clerk to sign the agreement on
behalf of the Town Council. Clerk reported that Eden District Council has confirmed it will provide
a grant of £440 towards the cost of the parking. The Town Council acknowledged the grant and
thanked Eden District Council for its support.

c. Arrangements for the Christmas lights switch on and associated events were considered:

o AGREED to offer a Christmas Tree package to businesses, assuming Mr. Popple is
prepared to installed the trees as before. Clir Walker to ask Mr. Popple if he is prepared to
continue.

e RESOLVED to hold a window competition, theme to be confirmed at the October meeting.

o ClIr Walker reminded the Council that he is unable to assist with arrangements this year as
he has other commitments on that evening..

Clerk

MW

707

Accounts for payment to be passed
RESOLVED to approve the accounts for payment, list circulated at the meeting.
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Website hosting/domain
Ibex Internet Ltd 104841 £306.00 £51.00 £255.00 name
Staff BACS £3,610.01 £0.00 £3,610.01  Staff salaries
Nest BACS £32.90 £0.00 £32.90 Pension contributions
Halls Newsagents 104842 £43.48 £0.92 £42.56  Stamps/stationery
Cumbria Document Solutions Ltd 104843 £76.89 £12.82 £64.07  Photocoping charges
System IT SO £36.00 £6.00 £30.00 Computer maintenance
Plus Net DD £65.58 £10.93 £54.65 Phone/Broadband
Staff BACS £3,635.70 £0.00 £3,635.70  Staff salaries
Nest BACS £32.90 £0.00 £32.90 Pension contributions
Eden District Council DD £274.00 £0.00 £274.00 Business Rates, car park
CF Corporate DD £373.86 £62.31 £311.55  Photocopier new lease
Harrison & Hetherington 104844 £990.00 £165.00 £825.00 Coach Parking
BDO LLP 104845 £360.00 £60.00 £300.00 Audit
Halls Newsagents 104846 £24.42 £0.00 £24.42  Stamps/stationery
Good Neighbours

Mrs. J Fothergill 104847 £15.00 £0.00 £15.00 expenses
Total Expenditure £9,876.74 £368.98 £9,507.76
balances remaining
Street Cleaning £11,797.65
Open Spaces £4,721.87
Grants £2,999.88
Administration £8,624.86
Community & Council Centre £30,583.07
Miscellaneous £6,716.82
Cloisters £449.79
Market £7,975.37
Allowances £0.00
Calor Fund £2,515.94

Clerk




Total £76,385.25

Bank Reconciliation Kirkby Stephen Town Council

Cashbook Bank Accounts
£116,715.6
Receipts 1 Market £8,626.42
Payments £40,330.36 HICA £68,341.10
Current £1,213.91
Total £78,181.43
deduct uncleared
payments £1,796.18
Balance carried forward £76,385.25 Total £76,385.25

708 | Audit 2016-2017 — For information

The audit report for 2016-17 was received, however, it had arrived too late to go on the agenda.
Clerk gave a verbal report of the completion of the audit to Councillors and will make the report
available on the town website before the end of September as required. A qualified issue has been
raised due to the incorrect answering of question 4 on the annual governance statement which
stated that the Council had provided proper opportunity in the year for the exercise of electors right,
however, during the 2015-16 Audit the Council was advised that it had not followed the correct
procedure and, therefore, the answer should have been no.

709 | Correspondence
The following items of correspondence were received and noted from:

e Copy letter with response circulated with the agenda. Correspondence from Mr. A Metcalfe
and the Clerk’s responding letter were received and considered. If was agreed that the Town
Council response had answered the points Mr. Metcalfe had raised. It was reported that no
further correspondence has been received from Mr. Metcalfe and, therefore, no further action
was necessary at this time.

e The Council was reminded of the autumn Parish Forum of the YDNPA 11t September 7pm in
the People’s Hall Sedbergh.

¢ Clirs were invited to an Eden Vision meeting on 11 September at 11.30 am in the Local Links.

710 | Date of next meeting - NOTED the date of the next meeting on Tuesday 3™ October at 6.45pm,
items for the agenda to be received by 25" September

The Meeting closed at 9.05pm

Date: 3" October 2017



