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Ordinary Meeting (Minutes) 
 
Kirkby Stephen Town Council, Local Links, Vicarage Lane, 
Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria, CA17 4QX 
Tel. 017683 74854 | clerk@kirkby-stephen.com | Online 
www.kirkby-stephen.com 

   13 May 2025, Ordinary Meeting at Local Links at 19:30  
 

 Attending  
Cllrs. P Richardson, A Birtles, S Lancaster, A Waite, (W&F), J Murray (W&F), D 
Thornton, G Wren, A Taylor & C Barnes (Clerk). 
1 member of the public attended. 
 

 

25/026 
 

Public Participation 
None 

 

25/027 Westmorland and Furness Councillors Participation 
Cllr Waite 
1. Would be attending final pre fair Appleby ‘drop in’ 14 May (tomorrow) at 

Appleby Public Hall and encouraged others to attend. 
2. Reported on the progress of procuring the height restrictor for Christian Head 

Carpark and thanked the Clerk for his contribution to enabling a timelier 
installation expected on the 27 May.  

3. The High Street pedestrian crossing was now scheduled for installation in 
August. A road closure would be necessary and diversion arrangements would 
be in place. 

4. Place Action Group Transport Project: £4,000 grant paid to Town Council to 
fund it. W&FC officers in Place Action Group and Infrastructure Team working to 
finalise role of consultant and appoint consultant. 

5. W&F was consulting on options for improving the connection between the rail 
station and town centre. 

6. W&F was looking at the impact of M6 bridge closures and junction 38 closures. 
Minimal closure was being sought, and discussion was ongoing as was the 
provision of off-street parking for South Rd. 

7. Cllr Waite had made awards from his allowance as follows: AW - Tebay Play 
Area, Westmorland Dales Day.  

 
Cllr Murray. 
1. Had raised the failure to service sanitary bins at Stoneshot ladies’ toilets with 

W&F and contractors. A resolution was being required.  
2. The toilets were cold, smelly and horrible – the potential to upgrade was being 

explored including seeking a ‘changing rooms’ disabled loo. 
3. Member Locality Budget scheme: We would like ideas from town councillors 

and members of the public. 
4. Cllr Murray had made awards from his allowance as follows: Kirkby Stephen 

Silver Band, Crosby Garret Play Area.  
5. Noted progress with ‘Planting for Pollinators’ in addition to the council’s 

schemes at the Medical Practice and Podgill wood. 
6. Implementation of the 20mph speed limit had been included in the 2027 

tranche of schemes and may be adjusted to take account of the impact on 
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traffic flows of the new pedestrian crossing at High Street. The delayed 
implementation also anticipated the impact on local traffic of the M6 bridges 
works and A66 projects. 

7. The furlong sign has been refurbished and is looking excellent. 
 

25/028 Participation of the Police  
None 

 

25/029 Apologies & Welcomes 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.   
Apologies were received from Cllr Hall (Health Reasons) 

 

25/030 Declarations & Dispensations 
None, councillors were reminded of the need to observe the need to make 
declarations when appropriate.  
 

 

25/031 Exclusion of the Press and Public 
It was RESOLVED that Press and Public would not be excluded from discussion of 
any item. 

 

25/032 AGAR Internal Auditor’s Report 2024/25. 
Councillors noted the internal auditor’s report for qtrs. 3&4 and the completed 
certificate for the Annual Governance and Accountability Return. Both were 
APPROVED. 

 

25/033 AGAR Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 
The Governance Return as drafted was APPROVED for submission to the External 
Auditor.  

 

25/034 AGAR Annual Accounting Statements 2024/25 
The annual Accounting Statement as drafted was APPROVED for submission to the 
External Auditor. 
 

 

25/035 Explanation of Variances 
The explanation of variances was APPROVED for submission to the External Auditor. 
 

 

25/036 Restricted & Earmarked Reserves 
After discussion of clearer guidance from the external auditor the analysis of 
restricted and earmarked reserves was APPROVED for submission to the external 
auditor along with the notice of public rights. 
 

 

25/037 Upper Eden Visitor Centre 
As noted in the previous meeting ‘A Service Level Agreement with the tenant was 
AGREED to be desirable. A draft would be prepared by Cllrs Waite, Lancaster and 
Richardson as a basis for discussion by the Upper Eden CIC.’ 
 

 

25/038 Christian Head Height Restrictor 
Councillors AGREED to offer a contribution of £3,500 towards the cost of the 
installation borne by Westmorland and Furness Council.  
The installation is anticipated on the 27th May. To facilitate maintenance & cleaning 
of the carpark and the groundworks for the height restrictor Councillors AGREED to 
close the carpark using Jersey Blocks from the 20/21 May.  
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Managed access would be arranged via the Auction Mart in Faraday Road. 
 

25/039.1 Portfolios & Projects, Community Planning 
None. It had been hoped to table a draft of a safeguarding policy, but this had been 
delayed. 
 

 

25/039.2 Portfolios & Projects, Highways 
There would be a pre-fair meeting tomorrow in Appleby 14th. The meeting would 
not follow the format of previous years and would take the form of a drop in where 
individuals could discuss specifics with officers and representatives. 
 

 

25/039.3 Portfolios & Projects, Economy and Community 
None. 
 

 

25/039.4 Portfolios & Projects, Property and Open Spaces 
1. Cllr Taylor raised the issue of the carpark closure for the Easter Rally. The 

carpark had been observed to be empty, and residents/businesses had fed back 
that that there had been a shortage of parking.  The Chairman as organiser said 
that he hoped to develop the use of this space in future rallies and that it would 
take time to build familiarity. Alternative parking at the football club and 
primary school had been and would be available and this would be better 
publicised in future to minimise inconvenience to business owners. 

2. Cllr Taylor had provided a draft of a notice regarding the board in the Cloisters 
which contained historical inaccuracies. It was agreed that the clerk would make 
enquiries regarding listed building consent and fees to site the notice in the 
cloisters and suggested that the cost of producing the would be in the region of 
£150 in addition to any fees associated with consents required. The Clerk would 
progress & report back. 

3. Kendal Women’s Cycle Club had requested the use of three bays in Christian 
Head Carpark on the 8 June to provide a stop on a cycle race and the use of an 
adjacent green area. Councillors AGREED. The bays would be coned off by 
organisers from 9:00 am. 

4. The use of Frank’s Bridge during Westmorland Dales Day was requested by 
organisers to facilitate a young person’s activity alongside the marketplace as 
usual. Councillors AGREED the dates of 26 and 27 July. 

  

 

25/039.5 Portfolios & Projects, Jubilee Park 
Three people had attended the session on the 10 May. Progress had been made 
with brushing the paths, moving leaves. The use of flat topped boulders for seats 
had been mooted as no maintenance was required. It was agreed to trial this  with 
flat topped boulders halfway up the path and one at the pond. Rare Twayblade 
orchids had been found in the wildflower area. 
 

 

25/039.5 Portfolios & Projects, Town Council Admin 
1. Practical completion of the UKSPF schemes had been achieved. Silver Street 

Gardens had been dedicated by Stuart Johnstone earlier in the day and the area 
was now open to the public. It was expected that over the course of the next 
few months that we would learn how the space worked. Feedback from 
passersby had been excellent. There would be a public Open Afternoon on the 
17th May.  
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2. Cllr Murray reported on testing for E-coli on the 26th and 27th of April had been 
well within safety limits. As a result of the dry weather discharges from the 
combined sewer into the river had been very few.  

 
25/039.7 Portfolios & Projects, Children and Young People 

None 
 

 

25/039.8 Portfolios & Projects, Communication and Engagement 
The Summer Newsletter was in production, and it was hoped to include an update 
about the refurbishment of the Furlong sign, which had just been completed. 
 

 

25/040 Finance 
1. A schedule of receipts and payments up to the end of April including forward 

approval ‘in principle’ of regular/budgeted payments, Salaries, PAYE & NIC were 
APRROVED. 

2. The reconciliation at the end of June with a closing balance of £230,512.04 was 
APRROVED. 

 

 

25/041 Dates of next Meetings 
17 May 2025, Open Afternoon at Silver Street Gardens. 
20 May 2025, Town Meeting. 
 

 

 <ends 21:30>  


