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Ordinary Meeting (Minutes) 
 
Kirkby Stephen Town Council, Local Links, Vicarage Lane, 
Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria, CA17 4QX 
Tel. 017683 74854 | clerk@kirkby-stephen.com | Online 
www.kirkby-stephen.com 

   14 May 2024, Ordinary Meeting at Local Links at 20:00,  
 

 Attending. Cllrs. P Richardson , S Lancaster, M Hall, A Waite, P Dew, (W&F),  J Murray 
(W&F), D Thornton, G Wren & C Barnes (Clerk). 
0 members of the public attending 
 

 

24/026 
 

Public Participation. 
A councillor speaking as a member of the public recorded how impressed they had 
been by the response of W&F to concerns raised over flooding. Respondents had 
been prompt & cooperative. 

 

24/027 Westmorland and Furness Councillors Participation. 
Cllr Dew.  
1. Gave a brief verbal report touching on the establishment of a new Festival and 

Events Fund by W&F giving grants of between 1 to 10k to be spent by 31 March 
25. 

2. W&F Councillors had been given a tour of Voreda House on the 25th April. It had 
been decided not to offer tours to the Public. The building was the 1st of its type 
in Europe to operate to a ‘Passive House’ standard. 

  
Cllr Murray. 
1. With Cllr Dew, attended A66 reference group. 
2. With Cllr Dew, participated in drop-in re Horse Fair at local links on the 17th April, 

interest had been limited. 
3. Had met with Cumbria Wildlife Trust to look at possible sites in Kirkby for a 

‘planting for polinators’. 
4. Had attended the Eden Community Health, Wellbeing and Equity Partnership, 

representing the Locality Board.  W&F are to develop their own Health and 
Wellbeing policy and this would feed into policy more generally. 

5. Eden Locality Board had received a presentation from National Highways. A 
potential legal challenge was in the offing from the ‘Transport Action Network’. 
The presentation had been impressive including works on the Kirkstone Pass. 

6. Eden Locality Board had accepted officers’ recommendations re. the first 20mph 
schemes to be implemented – Ravenstonedale and Orton locally, with KS and 
Newbiggin to follow later. 

7. W&F are reviewing the working of Locality Boards. The initial agreement was to 
use the footprints of the three former districts, and to follow a very similar 
delegation to the CCC area committees.  Cllr Murray was arguing for an increased 
role being closer to the community in which services are delivered, and for an 
increase in the locality board budget. 

8. Regular meetings over the four UKSPF projects are held with Cllrs Dew, 
Richardson and the Clerk. 

9. Cumbria Police are implementing the ‘Right Person, Right Care’ policy that has 
been rolled out in other police areas.  They haven’t rushed into it, have learnt 
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from the experience of others, and presented a very good case for the way they 
will be ‘triaging’ calls for assistance.  The priority is very much on making sure that 
response is there if a crime is being committed, or if someone is in danger, but 
they are also looking carefully at those occasions when police presence is not 
required and they aren’t the right people to intervene. 

10. Full council AGM last week – like us electing chair and Vice Chairman and agreeing 
committee membership.  After all the formalities were done the main business 
was agreeing the delivery plan for the coming year, which was adopted 
unanimously. 

 
24/028 Participation of the Police  

None 
 

24/029 Apologies & Welcomes. 
Apologies were received from Cllr Birtles (work) & Wren (Holiday) 

 

24/030 Declarations & Dispensations. 
Councillors were reminded of the need to observe the need to make declarations 
when appropriate. 
 

 

24/031 Exclusion of Press & Public.  
It was resolved that Press and Public would be excluded from discussion of (4) Burial 
Board on the grounds that publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of 
the confidential nature of the business.  

 

24/032 Burial Board. (Confidential Minute) 
Matters relating to the affairs of the Burial Board were discussed. 

 

24/033 Portfolios | Community Planning | Cllr Hall  
An ambitious £2.4m grant application had been developed by NVT.  
Cllrs Hall and Waite had attended a Yorkshire Dales Management Plan Strategy 
Meeting on behalf of KSTC. Parish Representation had been poor. Cllr Hall expressed 
concern that the priorities of the YDNP placed Ecology, Environment and Wildlife 
above Business, Economy, Housing and Transport noting that the word Westmorland 
was not mentioned once! Delivery of housing targets was poor, and delivery of 
affordable homes had been best in areas peripheral to the Park (and outside it) such 
as Leyburn. Within the National Park only 300 units had been delivered (target 400) 
and of these only 35 were affordable. A similar effect might occur in Kirkby Stephen 
where new development was proposed at Whitehouse farm and adjacent to Birbeck 
Gardens. 
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24/034 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Portfolios | Highways, Children and Young People, MASCG | Cllr Dew 
Highways.  
1. 28, 20mph schemes were being progressed. The submission made by Kirkby 

Stephen would be progressed in a later year. Scoring had determined the first 
schemes to go forward. 

2. A jet patcher had been brought in to help tackle the backlog of potholes. 
3. There had been delay in bringing forward the pedestrian crossing at High Street 

and the Traffic Management Officer was chasing it up along with a scheme 
proposed in relation to the parking bays outside the Pennine Hotel.  

4. The fence at Station Bridge had been renewed.  
5. A large scheme intending to address drainage issues in Redmayne Road was to be 

implemented in the summer and it was noted that there was significant potential 
for disruption arising from road closures associated with this. 

6. New fencing would be installed in the Summer that would allow wheeled access 
from Franks Bridge to Hartley and see the removal of the obstructive kissing 
gates. 

 
MASCG. 
7. The public drop in at Local Links on the 17th of April had been attended by three 

people, two had spoken to Cllr Murray & one to Cllr Dew.  
8. The licencing officer had left Westmorland and Furness, and a replacement was 

being sought. 
9. Only the club would be open in Kirkby-Stephen during the build up to the fair. 
10. The Travelling Man mobile bar will not be happening.  
11. Police were ready to act in relation to public order issues. 
12. A WhatsApp group had been established in relation to local business.  
13. Westmorland and Furness had been active in pursuing a communication and 

engagement strategy over the fair the current focus was on discouraging early 
arrivals.  

14. Cllr Dew expected the A685 to be busy.  
15. MASCG had offered funding upto 600 to the council in respect of a temporary 

overhead height restrictor for Christian Head carpark which was due to be 
installed this week. 

16. Outstanding issues remained in respect of CCTV coverage. 
 
 

 

24/035 Portfolios | Economy & Community 
1. Cllrs Dew & Murray had attended the Hartley meeting on the 9th of April after 

concerns had been raised about the scheme by a number of individuals.  
2. The Parish meeting had supported the Play site on the cricket ground site.  
3. Westmorland and Furness’ public consultation on the Play site was due to finish 

on the 15th April. So far there had been 350 responses. Responses had been 
overwhelmingly positive. Following an evaluation meeting it was anticipated that 
plans would be drawn up. 

4. The issue over access at Coffin Bridge was heading towards a resolution. 
 

 

24/036 Portfolios | Property and Open Spaces 
UKSPF Update. Upper Eden Visitor Information Centre: A meeting had been held with 
the Directors of the Upper Eden Visitor Information Centre and the Centre Manager 
on the 13th April at 3:30 to present the draft scheme of improvement for the Visitor 
Centre (including the arrangement of external signage and features) and Silver Street 
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gardens. Both schemes had been very well received. The impact on the operations of 
the centre would be considerable with a closure required for works to be carried out 
between October and December. The Architect had suggested that the closure 
presented an opportunity for the CIC to improve and repaint the interior. It had been 
agreed that the Clerk would brief the tenant of the upstairs premises and continue to 
liaise as required. 
 
The Clerk would be meeting with the UKSPF Project Manager and Architect on 
Wednesday the 15th to discuss, in outline, arrangements for the supervision of the 
project under contract to W&F. Financial completion was required by Jan 31st. The 
scheme would make a significant beneficial impact on the exterior of the building with 
the replacement of windows and, the repair and repainting of render. There would be 
a significant improvement in the insulation of the building as well as its exterior 
appearance and in dealing with dampness arising on the eastern side of the building. 
 
Planning input had been obtained and an application for conservation area consent 
would be required and progressed. 
 

24/037 Portfolios | Town Council 
UKSPF Update. The planning application for the Silver Street Garden had been 
circulated to councillors in draft and was nearly ready for submission. The application 
would trigger the stopping up of the Highway included in the scheme and 
arrangements for its transfer to Kirkby Stephen Town Council. The Clerk had met with 
the owners of neighbouring properties to discuss the scheme as drawn prior to its 
content becoming public and a further meeting with representatives of W&F 
properties team would take place next week. 
  

 

24/038 Portfolios | Travel and Transport 
Cllr Waite referred to the report circulated with the agenda. He touched on: 
1. The performance of the Leeds Settle Carlisle Railway and the impact of industrial 

action on services. 
2. The W&F Consultation regarding the use of £1.7m of Bus Service Improvement 

Plan Funding. Cllr Waite had taken the opportunity to stress that in his view the 
Council should support more regular services connecting Kirkby Stephen with 
Penrith and Kendal including early morning and evening services. The 
consultation had closed on the 30th April. 

3. Two awards had been made for Community Transport Grants by the Town Council 
one to replace the Poly Carbonate windows and broken components in the towns 
bus shelters and one to reprint the combined transport timetable. The Clerk was 
seeking quotes for both. 

 

 

24/039 Portfolios | Jubilee  
None  
 

 

24/040 Portfolios | Communication 
A meeting was to be held with a producer to restart the community newsletters. A 
meeting had been held on the 13th to discuss the overall structure and delivery 
including advertising offer over a year and a further editorial meeting was to be held 
on the 28th (SL, PR & CB) to agree content for the first issue. 
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24/041 AGAR (Governance Statement) 

Councillors considered and approved the draft Governance Statement circulated with 
the agenda agreeing a yes answer for boxes 1 to 9 for submission to the external 
auditor.  The Chairman and Clerk were authorised to add a wet signature to the 
document for submission before the end of June. 
 

 

24/042 AGAR (Accounting Statement) 
Councillors considered and approved the draft Accounting Statement circulated with 
the agenda, noting the RFO’s signature dated the 7 May 2024. The Chairman was 
authorised to add a wet signature for submission to the external auditor before the 
end of June. An interim report from the Internal Auditor had been received and a final 
report and certificate was being completed for submission to the council at its 
meeting on the 4th June. 

 

24/043 Finance 
The 2024 2025 accounts were still in the process of being set up and April’s 
reconciliation and list of payments would be presented to the council at the first 
opportunity. 
 

 

24/044 Upcoming Events 
1. Yomp 15th & 16th April (Based at Pennine View Park/Engine Shed). 
2. Kirkby Stephen 1940’s weekend, Sat 13th - Sun 14th Jul 2024 (Kirkby Stephen East 

and Town Centre). 
3. Westmorland Dales Festival Town Centre 27 & 28 July (Upper Eden CIC). 
 

 

24/045 Next Meetings 
1. Electors’ Meeting, 21st May 2024 (Speaker Luke Steer Treescapes/Jubilee Park). 
2. Planning Committee, 23 May 2024. 
3. UKSPF (Project update meeting) 30th May (PR, JM, PD, CB representing KSTC) 
4. Ordinary Meeting, 4th June 2024. 
5. Planning Committee, 6th June 2024. 
 
 

 

 <ends 21.50>  
   

…………….………….. 
Chairman 

 
 

………………………… 
Date 

 

 


