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Ordinary Meeting (Minutes) 
 
Kirkby Stephen Town Council, Local Links, Vicarage Lane, 
Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria, CA17 4QX 
Tel. 017683 74854 | clerk@kirkby-stephen.com | Online 
www.kirkby-stephen.com 

   4 June 2024, Ordinary Meeting at Local Links at 18.45.  
 

 Attending. Cllrs. P Richardson, A Birtles, S Lancaster, M Hall, A Waite, P Dew, (W&F), G 
Wren & C Barnes (Clerk). 
1 member of the public attending 
 

 

24/050 
 

Public Participation. 
None 

 

24/051 Westmorland and Furness Councillors Participation. 
Cllr Murray 
Cllr Murray had sent apologies to the meeting the Chairman read out a brief report as 
follows:  
1. ‘We are in an election period so strictly nothing political. 
2. Along with Cllr Dew I have been joining the daily MASCG meetings as much as 

possible and making regular visits to the Club to monitor events closely. So far, I 
have been very pleased with the approach taken by the police and very much hope 
that all continues to be well.  I also attended the per fair public meeting in Appleby 
where Dan StQuentin (Gold command for the Fair) was very well received.  

3. I'm now on the members steering group for the new Local Plan which will replace 
the local plans for all three districts that have come into W&F.  Very early days but 
there will be messages out to Town Councils in the near future. 

4. There is a review of the locality boards going on, looking at geography (the areas 
covered) as well as plans for the future.   

5. I am now on the W&F audit committee, and now attend cabinet meetings on 
behalf of the locality. 

6. There is an A66 reference group meeting tomorrow morning so Phil and I will be 
able to get the latest to you after that. 

7. Most time and energy are going into aspects of the UK SPF projects - but you will 
get up to speed with that from others at the meeting.’ 

 
Cllr Dew.  
1. Discussed the boundary review being conducted by W&F and corresponding 

warding arrangements. He was in favour of just one representative councillor in 
each ward. 

2. Noted that W&F had taken the decision to close Westmorland County Hall and 
migrate staff to the Town Hall in Kendal. 

3. W&F had postponed its next meeting until after the election. 
4. A resident had approached him with a rumour that the Library in Kirkby Stephen 

was to be closed. He had confirmed with the Library Manager that this was 
categorically untrue and that in fact the Library Manager was seeking to extend its 
current opening hours. 

5. He supported the proposal by the Upper Eden Medical Practice to review its 
boundary/catchment. The Practice currently served just over six thousand 
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patients 161 would be affected by the change being transferred to other 
practices. 

 
24/052 Participation of the Police  

None. It was noted that David Allen the newly elected Police and Crime Commissioner 
would be attending the July Meeting of the Town Council. 

 

24/053 Apologies & Welcomes. 
Apologies were received from Cllr Murray (Conflicting meeting – Multi Academy 
Trust) and Cllr Thornton (Holiday). 

 

24/054 Declarations & Dispensations. 
None, Councillors were reminded of the need to observe the need to make 
declarations when appropriate. 
 

 

24/055 Exclusion of Press & Public.  
It was resolved that Press and Public would be excluded from discussion of (9) 
Incident on the 23rd May on the grounds that publicity would prejudice the public 
interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business.  

 

24/056 Minutes 
The Chairman was authorised to sign the minutes of the following meetings as follows: 
Planning Committee 23 May 2024, Annual Meeting 14 May 2024, Ordinary Meeting 
14 May 2024 & Town Meeting 21 May 2024. 
 

 

24/057 Burial Board.  
Cllr Dew announced that he would be resigning from the Burial Board with effect 
from the 31st August 2024. At the last meeting of the Board and of the Town Council, 
closer involvement with the Town Council was discussed. It was RESOLVED to 
nominate Cllr Richardson as one of the Town Council’s nominees. 
The Clerk to the Burial Board would stay in place. Additional help was being sought 
with Grounds Maintenance. The repurposing of the unused Chapel of Rest was a 
future opportunity. Cllr Richardson’s first meeting would be in October 2024. 

 

24/058 Church Clock. 
Councillors approved expenditure of £455 on the repair on the striking mechanism. 
The council held a reserve restricted to the maintenance of the Church Clock being 
the surplus of funds raised for its repair some years ago. The balance of this fund 
would be £776 after this transaction. 

 

24/059 Internal Auditor’s Report. 
The report of the Internal Auditor and the Internal Auditor’s Certificate were 
tabled/received and noted. No amendment to Section 1 & 2 of the AGAR approved at 
the previous meeting was required. 
 

 

24/060 Chairman’s Allowance. 
The Chairman intended to donate £100 to the support of a young person selected to 
play hockey for the National Team from his allowance. 
 

 

24/061 Incident on the 23 May  
(Confidential Minute). 
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24/062 Portfolio, Community Planning. 

None 
 

 

24/063 
 

Portfolio, Appleby Horse fair & Highways. 
1. Highways: A Westmorland and Furness vehicle had become stuck in Croglam 

Lane. 
2. The controlled crossing at High St would include three-way lights connected to 

Broom Lane. A summer installation was anticipated, and the crossing would 
include disabled access. The cost would be in the region of £50,000. 

3. Footway Light. #23. Outside Grey Gables on South Road had been removed in 
error by Westmorland and Furness. The lamp had never been connected since its 
installation an apology had been received. It was expected that the lamp would 
be reinstated and connected. 

 
Appleby Horse fair 
1. The Highways Network officer was busy with the traffic management plan for 

Appleby Horse Fair.  
2. The bunding of the A685 between Kirkby-Stephen and Winton had been observed 

to be very successful. The unintended consequence was additional pressure on 
other areas. For example, there had been significantly more fair going traffic on 
the A683 and some tethering on the A685. Police had been asked to keep lanes 
clear. 

3. The WhatsApp group operated by Kirkby Stephen Businesses with Police input 
had been very successful. 

4. The Gold Commander had visited Kirkby Stephen in person and seen for himself 
how things were. 

5. MASCG meets every day at 9:00. All members have been very diligent there has 
been good quality input from staff and from Silver Command with concerted 
action taken on offences.  

6. Phase One of the fair would end tomorrow. 
7. The installation of a height restrictor at the Christian Head car park funded as a 

temporary measure with funds provided by MASCG had been a success.  
8. Councillors agreed that the actions of MASCG this year and of its new chairman 

could not have been more helpful to Kirkby Stephen in mitigating the impact of 
the fair. 

 

 

24/064 Portfolio, Economy & Community 
UKSPF Play Area Update. Cllrs Richardson, Dew and the Clerk had attended a meeting 
of the Play area group held online including W&F Officers and a representative of the 
Cricket Club on Monday. The meeting received a report of the consultation which had 
received over 300 mainly positive responses to the proposal. 5 tender packs had been 
sent out with responses expected. 
A concern had been raised by an individual that the site under consideration could 
potentially be exposed to a cricket ball strike and W&F Officers proposed that the play 
site be relocated away from Frank’s Bridge entirely to mitigate this risk. 
Prior notice of this proposal had unfortunately not been included in the invitation to 
the meeting. 
The Chairman had researched the issue and written to those concerned earlier in the 
day making the following points: 
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1. High (6.1m) mobile netting is readily available and would resolve the issue. 
2. The location of the play park is critical to its enjoyment / usage. It must be located 

at Frank’s bridge side of the cricket pitch. 
3. Appleby C.C. has a public footpath on its boundary and the River Eden is closer; 

Keswick C.C. Has a playground and tennis courts on its boundary; Caldbeck has a 
public road on its boundary. The first three cricket pitches I looked at all appear to 
have worse conditions. 

4. He had contacted James Farmer (Cumbria County Pitch advisor) who passed him 
to the Chairman, Bob Simpson, who subsequently passed him to the ECB. They 
have responded but he had not had time to reply. 

5. He had taken a 100m tape down to the cricket pitch and measured 100m and 
then 80m from the crease. 80m goes roughly 7m past the boundary fence and to 
the far side of the public footpath. taking 80m to be a safe distance knowing you 
can buy mobile fencing and there is very little chance anyone can hit it that far. 
This gives an area within the cricket clubs land of a triangle 30m x 100m. 
Sufficient for a large play area. To increase this, we could go to the other side of 
the 'self-seeded' and planted hedge (work needs to be undertaken to remove the 
overgrowth) This area is roughly 5m x 100m, again sufficient for a large play area 
but combined would make a fantastic playground. 

 
Councillors were of a unanimous view that in the absence of a formal risk assessment 
taking account of likelihood, consequence and a full consideration of a range of 
mitigations that any decision to relocate the cricket pitch was premature when other 
more appropriate mitigations had not yet been considered. It was noted that cricket 
matches were infrequent, the occasional deployment of mobile screens associated 
with play would be more than adequate to mitigate risks and practice could simply be 
relocated away from the crease and away from the play area. The likely hood of this 
area being subject to strikes of over 80 metres length was very small as such strikes 
were very rare. 
 
The Council was of a unanimous view that the development should go ahead on its 
preferred site where it would have greater amenity value. 
 

24/065 Portfolio, Property & Open Spaces 
Councillors noted that the planning application associated with the Upper Eden 
Visitor Information Centre had now been submitted. The architect had done 
preparatory budget work that showed the project was inline with expectation prior to 
tendering. 
From this point forward the project would be supervised by Westmorland and 
Furness Council. 
 

 

24/066 Portfolio, Town Council Admin 
Councillors were briefed on a meeting held earlier in the day with the Highways 
Network Manager and Saville’s acting for Westmorland and Furness Council. The 
stopping up of an area of pavement adjacent to Silver Street Gardens and the transfer 
of that land from Westmorland and Furness to Kirkby Stephen Town Council for £1. 
Saville’s/W&F had been asked for an estimate based on their advice of legal costs. Up 
to £2,500 was agreed ‘in principle’ and a formal quotation was requested. An 
application would be made to the locality board for support of these one-off costs. 
The Clerk spoke against allowing these costs to reduce the budget available to the 
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scheme. Councillors agreed that if funds were not forthcoming these costs could be 
met from a reduction in the general reserve. 
A plan showing the area to be stopped up relative to the design of the site was shown 
to councillors. 
 

24/067 Portfolio, Travel and Transport 
Cllr Waite and the Clerk would meet with David Rich of Stagecoach on the 11 June to 
review the year’s user data and discuss the continuation of the 563 Saturday Service.  
New routes were expected from November 24. A comment was made that the 
Westmorland Dales Bus and the 563 were running on a closely scheduled timetable. 
 

 

24/068 First Registration of Properties 
The documentation had been reviewed and subject to a few adjustments was ready 
for signature. Cllr Wren would progress the matter. 
 

 

24/069 Newsletter 
An editorial meeting had been held with the Clerk, Cllr Lancaster and BusiBeesVA to 
determine content and production schedules on the 30th May. A copy deadline of the 
19th June was agreed with circulation on the 6th July. As the general election was 
scheduled for the 4th there would be no issue with purdah in respect of Cllrs bye lines. 
To date £750 of advertising had been sold to defray costs. 
 

 

24/070 Finance 
The Clerk would prioritise the completion of the audit submission for the 2023/4 year 
ahead of preparing financial statements in the 2024/5 year. Priority had been 
attached to the delivery of the UKSPF projects being developed for the Upper Eden 
Visitor Information Centre and Silver Street Gardens. It was anticipated that current 
year financial statements would be presented to the July meeting. 
 

 

24/071 Upcoming Events 
1. Yomp 15th & 16th June (Based at Pennine View Park/Engine Shed). 

Car Boot Sale Market Place 16th June. 
2. Kirkby Stephen 1940’s weekend, Sat 13th - Sun 14th Jul 2024 (Kirkby Stephen East 

and Town Centre). 
3. Westmorland Dales Festival Town Centre, 27 & 28 July (Upper Eden CIC). 

 

 

24/072  Next Meetings 
Planning Committee, 6th June 2024. 
Jubilee Park Working Group, 13th June 
Planning Committee, 20th June 2024. 
Ordinary Meeting, 2nd July 2024. 
Finance Committee, 18th July 2024. 
 

 

 …………….………….. 
Chairman 

 
………………………… 

Date 

 


