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Project Overview 

Eden Planting for Pollinators (April 2024 – March 2025) will work with local communities 
and landowners to create or restore flower-rich sites for pollinators at four community sites.  

This project has been made possible by Westmorland and Furness Council funding 
through Eden Locality Board. Planting for Pollinators will provide opportunities for 
communities in Eden to join community planting days, pollinator-themed events, and take 
local action for pollinators. 

Potential project at Edensyde, Kirkby Stephen 

Edensyde has been put forward as a potential site for the project. There are areas of open 
grassland currently left long over summer (Figure 1). There is opportunity to establish some 
of these areas as species-rich meadow through direct intervention, helping to increase the 
range and abundance of wildflowers on site, and restore to lowland meadow habitat. As part 
of initial visits to suggested sites, a baseline botanical survey and soil sample has been 
undertaken to assess suitability and inform choice of wildflower species. 

Meadow habitat restoration involves adding seed to introduce or greatly increase 
populations of key functional species such as Yellow-rattle, Red Clover, Sweet Vernal-grass 
and Meadow Buttercup. Applying a flower rich seed mix allows for a high frequency of nectar 
and pollen rich species to be added. Wildflower plug plants can be used to increase the 
range of wildflower species present, especially those that are harder to establish from seed. 
Seed and plants used will be native to Cumbria and suited to the area, and locally sourced 
where possible to ensure local provenance. 

A restoration plan will be produced for each project site that will outline proposed activity and 
rationale. All initial restoration activities, such as ground preparation, native wildflower seed 
and/or plug plants, will be funded through the project. Cumbria Wildlife Trust will work closely 
with landowners and Westmorland and Furness Council Community Development Team to 
arrange restoration activities and lead community planting sessions. The proposed 
timescales for restoration activities would be September - October 2024. 

Management plans for project sites will be produced to support ongoing maintenance of 
enhanced areas. Where species-rich meadows are created, an annual cut and collect 
regime in late summer is advised. This allows wildflowers to set seed, removes thatch and 
lowers nutrients over time, which is key for wildflowers to establish and to reduce dominance 
of more competitive grasses. 

As Edensyde falls partly within the River Eden and Tributaries SSSI/SAC boundary, Natural 
England consent would also be sought by Cumbria Wildlife Trust on behalf of Kirkby 
Stephen Town Council.  

Charlotte would welcome questions to discuss potential habitat enhancements and activities 
through the project. Please contact Charlotte at 
Charlotte.Rankin@cumbriawildlifetrust.org.uk. 

 



Figure 1. Potential Planting for Pollinators areas 

 


