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Ordinary Meeting (Minutes) 
 
Kirkby Stephen Town Council, Local Links, Vicarage Lane, 
Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria, CA17 4QX 
Tel. 017683 74854 | clerk@kirkby-stephen.com | Online 
www.kirkby-stephen.com 

   1 October 2024, Ordinary Meeting at Local Links at 18.45.  
 

 

 Attending. Cllrs. P Richardson, S Lancaster, M Hall, A Waite, D Thornton, G Wren & 
C Barnes (Clerk). 
 
1 Member of the public attended. 
 

 

24/111 
 

Public Participation. 
None 
 

 

24/112 Westmorland and Furness Councillors Participation. (Cllr Murray) 
Cllr Murray had submitted a brief report by email which the Chairman read out in 
his absence as follows: ‘The big news is later on the agenda as we finally have 
some movement on the pedestrian crossing near the Spar; in other news there 
will be a by-election on 31st October.  I’m sure election law has something specific 
to say about ‘treating’ but maybe not about ‘trick or treating’.  We held a drop-in 
on Monday re. the horse fair.  No-one knew about it apart from me, the W&F CDO 
and Local Links Staff.  The Chairman and the staff all ‘dropped in’ but more 
substantially the CDO will do something more effective to publicise the next one 
in December.  Planting for Pollinators went ahead over the last few weeks in 
Edensyde.  Ground prep was done about three weeks ago, seeds were scattered 
last week (and some have germinated already) and then a group of about 14 
including young people, gardeners club members, A representative from CWT as 
well as some W&F staff and a councillor planted 1600 plug plants on Saturday.  
The Chairman arrived just as they were clearing up and going home! 
The latest on the UKSPF will be discussed on the agenda later. The Chairman and I 
have both had useful conversations with Senior W&F Officers and Councillors 
have copies of the emails following this. 
The agenda. Back to the sheep!  I did, as minuted, say we should consult on an 
informed basis.  I suggest we either decide how to do this tonight or set up a small 
group to make this happen in a convincing and transparent way. 
 

 

24/113 Participation of the Police 
None, it was AGREED that the newly appointed Police Officer would be invited to 
a council meeting. 
 

 

24/114 Apologies & Welcomes. 
Cllr Birtles was absent for the beginning of the meeting owing to business matters. 
Cllr Murray (W&F) was absent owing to attending another meeting. 
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24/115 Declarations & Dispensations. 
Cllrs Hall and Waite declared non-pecuniary interests as trustees of the Northern 
Viaduct Trust. (9 ‘Stenkrith tree works update’) councillors were reminded of the 
need to observe the need to make declarations when appropriate.  

 

24/116 Exclusion of Press & Public.  
It was resolved that Press and Public would not be excluded from discussion of 
any item. 
 

 

24/117 Minutes. 
The Chairman was authorised to sign the minutes of the following meeting as a true 
record and approve recommendations as follows: Ordinary Meeting 3 September 
2024 subject to the following amendments. 

24/096.2 insert ‘as to whether the appeal by Transport Action Network should go 
to a full hearing. Subject to the Judge’s ruling the hearing would be held in March 
2025’. 

24/102 replace ‘Councillors AGREED’ with ‘It was stated’. Delete ‘by temporarily 
siting the works in the proposed locations and’ 

 

24/118 Bus Shelter Refurbishment. 
The manufacturers of the Bus Shelters (Commutaports) had provided a firm price 
quotation (delivery and install) for the repair of bus shelters. The shelters were 
surveyed on the 11th of September. The survey had shown that shelter outside 
the club has been subject to a minor vehicle strike and is very slightly distorted 
(out of true). This is the reason why the window extrusions are more degraded 
than the other shelters. 
 
Commutaports were clear that this shelter is structurally sound and fully 
repairable as it is. They had however been asked for a price to replace it. The 
Town Council had funds of £9k from W&F Community Transport Grants to make 
repairs/replacement.  
 
If the council were to replace the shelter outside the club, the cost of supply and 
installation would be £570 more than the grant amount, traffic management 
would be required (@£400) and the other shelters would need a deep clean and 
touch up of paintwork. @£200 per shelter - £600 if the council doesn’t replace the 
shelter and £400 if it does. The options were:  
1. Total cost to repair all shelters and replace windows (Co-op, Market Square 

and Club) £6,215 + £600 (an underspend of £2,185 on the available grant) 
2. Total cost to repair two shelters and replace one £9,570 + £800 (an overspend 

of £1,370 on the available grant) 
Councillors AGREED that the shelter outside the club did not require replacement 
and that as the components were proprietary products provided and installed by 
the original supplier no alternative quotation would be sought and the order 
would be placed.  
 
The supplier had confirmed that the clear polycarbonate windows were intended 
to provide opportunities for surveillance. Cllr Waite proposed that the council 
resolve that the polycarbonate should not be covered in vinyl advertisements in 
future. All present councillors AGREED with this proposal. Advice had been 
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received from the relevant W&F Officer that any underspend in the Community 
Transport Grant could be reallocated to a project of the Council’s choosing 
connected to community transport. 
 

24/119 YDNP Local Plan. 
It was AGREED that the clerk would respond to the YDNP Local Plan consultation. 
Raising a query about the council’s non-inclusion in the list of local councils and 
suggesting a possible site for housing identified by the Planning Committee inside 
the YDNP area by the closing date of the 29th October subject to the agreement of 
the site owner as to its being put forward. 
 
The YDNP would hold a Parish Forum on the 6th November on line two places 
were available and councillors were asked if they wished to attend. 
 

 

24/120 Market Place Consultation. 
It was AGREED that the Market Place consultation regarding a change of day to 
Thursday would close on the 29th October and the results would be considered by 
the council at its meeting on the 5th November. 
 

 

24/121 High Street Crossing. 
Councillors considered the plans forwarded for the High Street crossing by the 
Highways Authority. Councillors welcomed the creation of a safer, DDA compliant 
scheme. It was noted that W&F Officers intended to liaise and consult directly 
with the Auction Mart regarding the impact on large vehicles turning north out of 
Brougham Lane onto the A685. 
Cllrs suggested that: 
1. that north bound heavy traffic should use Silver Street and that additional 

signage could be placed in the highway at Faraday Road encourage this. 
2. that herringbone parking bays extended into (and replacing) the grass verge at 

Primrose Hill may prevent the loss of a parking bay to residents of Primrose 
Hill. The Highways Authority was asked to consider this possibility. 

The Clerk was AUTHORISED to feed back to the Highways Authority. 
 

 

24/122 Portfolios | Community Planning 
1. Westmorland and Furness planning policy team had responded to the 

council's reply to the ‘Call for Sites’ in the Local Plan ‘Early Conversation’ 
consultation. It had been proposed by them that after they had analysed the 
responses, they would liaise with the Clerk as to detailing the Town Council’s 
response in order to reduce workload and avoid duplication of effort. 

2. The Place Action Group. (PAG) Had held an inaugural meeting on the 10th 
October convened by the Community Development Officer. The meeting had 
been positive and had clearly identified transport, skills and the natural assets 
of the Eden area as key issues across Local Council areas. 

3. The Town Council's plan was due for a review in October and the Clerk would 
circulate an update showing what had been achieved for discussion prior to 
the next meeting. 
 

 

24/123 Portfolios | Highways. 
1. It was agreed that the Highways Portfolio would be temporarily allocated to 

Cllr Murray until a replacement for Cllr Dew had been appointed when a 
permanent appointment would be made. 
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2. The W&F Councillor Drop ins regarding the Appleby Horsefair would be 
publicised in forthcoming newsletters. 
 

24/124 Portfolios | Open Spaces 
Sport England had raised a technical objection to the play area proposal and the 
play area project could not now achieve planning consent in the necessary 
timeframe to take advantage of the UKSPF funding opportunity. Specifically, Sport 
England advised the commissioning of a ball strike risk assessment. It was thought 
likely that if appropriate mitigation could be identified the objection would be 
lifted. 
The Chairman and W&F Councillors had corresponded with senior officers at W&F 
about this. It had been proposed to re profile the expenditure increasing 
resources available to the delivery of Silver Street Gardens improvement works 
and the external refurbishment of the Visitor Centre and identifying additional 
opportunities for investment. A meeting had been held on Friday the 27th 
September to look again at the schemes and consider how to maximise 
investment in the town from UKSPF. An officer meeting would be convened on 
the 9th of October to work up further detail. 
 
The Playground. 
There is substantial community support for the playground in Kirkby Stephen.  
Issues had been raised in connection with the quality of the existing proposal, a 
generic playground populated with proprietary play products ‘designed’ by the 
equipment provider.  Town Councillors backing the scheme have previously 
expressed disappointment with what is being delivered in terms of how it meets 
their aspirations, and the scheme has also received criticism locally from a ‘place 
making’ perspective including public participation at an Ordinary Council meeting  
 
1. W&F would consider whether to withdraw or delay the planning application 

to avoid a refusal. 
2. W&F will commission a Ball Strike Risk Appraisal from Labosport. 
3. W&F will conduct an options appraisal / design proposals for consultation 

bearing in mind the constraints identified in the ball strike risk appraisal and in 
terms of place making. 

4. W&F will submit amended plans or a new application following this exercise. 
There were some positives from this. 
5. W&F remain committed to the delivery of a play scheme in this area and will 

seek new funding to deliver it. 
6. There is an opportunity to deliver a better designed scheme more appropriate 

to the area being responsive to constructive criticism of the design. 
7. When UKSPF funding was first allocated, consent to deliver the scheme on 

this site had not been procured. It has been procured now and planning is 
nearly consented. 

8. The scheme does not now have to be delivered at the muddiest time of year 
owing to funding constraints. 

9. Additional resources were now reallocated to the delivery of the other 
schemes. 

 
Silver Street Gardens / Sheep seats by Keith Alexander. 
Councillors agreed that a detailed description/illustration of the Silver Street 
Gardens as designed would feature in the next Community Newsletter including a 
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visualisation of the proposal showing the proposed location of features including 
the sheep carvings currently placed at the entrance to the Visitor Centre and 
members of the public would have the opportunity to respond with feedback on 
the designs for the January meeting.  

 
24/125 Portfolios | Town Council Admin 

The Returning Officer has informed the council that no request for an election to 
fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Cllr Dew had been received in the 
allotted time. The Town Council was therefore free to co-opt using its adopted 
policy. Councillors AGREED that the vacancy would be advertised in the next 
newsletter and that the Highways Portfolio would not be permanently allocated 
until a new councillor had been appointed.  
Barclays Bank had approached the Council about making use of Local Links 
following its Branch closure. The enquiry anticipated extensive use of what was in 
effect a community resource potentially displacing community room bookings. 
Councillors noted that Barclays had recently closed its branch in Kirkby Stephen 
and no longer employed people locally, paid business rates or contributed to the 
life of the community. It was AGREED that the Clerk would ask for further detail of 
the proposal. It was noted that Nat West also made no financial contribution to 
the community for its use of the Market Place to provide banking services from its 
vehicle. 
The Clerk had held an initial meeting with the HR consultant on the 8th October to 
arrange a review of Employment Policies and Documentation. 
 

 

24/126 Portfolios | Transport 
Cllr Waite presented a transport report touching on: 
1. Leeds Settle Carlisle Railway Performance 
2. Friends of Eden Valley Public Transport meeting 13 Sept. Where the risk that 

the £2 bus fare cap could be scrapped by Govt was raised. 
3. Community Transport Grant progress. 
Council Councillor Weight also reported on a meeting with Peter Myers of the 
Settle Carlisle Railway Development Company on the 25th of September. 
Touching on their desire:  
4. to improve the facilities at Kirby Stephen West 
5. to improve links to the station and sound centre (including a shuttle bus) 
6. to make available and improve existing toilet facilities 
7. to open catering facilities in the Midland Room 
8. to improve disabled access including the replacement of the existing 

footbridge 
All of the above would be subject to feasibility work and consultation. It was 
AGREED that Cllr Waite would write to the Leader of W&F in support of the 
commission of feasibility work as listed above. 
 

 

24/127 Jubilee Park 
Cllr Wren reminded Councillors that ‘Rake and Cake’ Event was taking place on 
Saturday the 12 October relating to the meadow area/planting for pollinators. 
New fencing had been installed and Rotary would be installing a composting area 
for the rakings. 
 

 

24/128 Parks 
Ash Dieback works would be completed for this year on the 14th October. 
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Planting for Pollinators was complete in Edensyde. 
 

24/129 Communication 
A meeting was scheduled for the 15th October to finalise the content of the Winter 
Newsletter. 
 

 

24/130 Finance 
A schedule of receipts and payments up to the end of September to 
include forward approval ‘in principle’ of regular/budgeted payments, Salaries, 
PAYE & NIC was APRROVED. 
The reconciliation at the end of September with a closing balance of £180,951.05 
was APRROVED. 
 

 

24/131 External Audit  
The interim certificate of the external auditor was noted. The Clerk had raised a 
query with them over an error in the final report and this would be brought to a 
future meeting. 
 

 

24/132 Events 
1. 27 October Halloween Walk 
2. 23 November Xmas Lights Switch on 
 

 

24/133 Next Meetings  
1. Planning Committee, 3rd October 2024. 
2. Planning Committee, 24th October 2024. 
3. Ordinary Meeting, 5th November 2024. 
 

 

 …………….………….. 
Chairman 

 
………………………… 

Date 

 


