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Ordinary MeeƟng 5 November 2024. 

31 People responded to the consultaƟon announced in the Summer Community NewsleƩer 
and promoted online by social media. No market traders have responded to this 
consultaƟon. Previous enquiries made by Cllr Lancaster amongst traders and those likely to 
take up pitches indicated a preference for Thursday Trading.  

Only Residents and Non Residents responded. Respondents were 25.8% against the change 
to a Thursday and 74.2% for the change to a Thursday. 

 

 

Most respondents made comments those that did are reproduced below. 

For Thursday (17) 

1. Quite simply - Monday no longer works 
2. I hope a Thursday market will encourage more traders and customers. 
3. A change of date to a Thursday makes complete sense.  
4. Fresh fruit and vegetables for the weekend fantasƟc. 
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5. Closer to the weekend. May aƩract more and beƩer traders. Current market is a poor 
effort and needs to be improved. If changing the day opened up the number of 
traders and aƩracted more fooƞall that would be great. 

6. I think it would enhance the overall experience of locals and visitors as a lot of shops 
are closed on Thursday or are 1/2 day. 

7. A change seems necessary if KS is to aƩract more stall holders to make the market 
more vibrant and aƩracƟve to residents and visitors.  

8. Good luck with your efforts, a thriving market is a great asset to a town. 
9. I would love to see a thriving market. I would also like cars to be stopped from 

parking on the square. 
10. A good market would be great for Kirkby Stephen. 
11. I tend to have bought my shopping for the weekend Thurs / Fri so don't really need 

much on Mondays and I think Thursday is busier than Monday for passing trade. 
12. Hoping this will help bring the market day back to life, sad to see one stall only when 

it used to be so well aƩended. Be great to see a good mixture of stalls and some sort 
of street food/food van would be popular I feel. 

13. Monday is virtually non-existent as a market, a as change of day might work 
14. If changing the day brings more traders in, then I'm in favour. Although I have to say 

that I can't think of anything I would buy at the market. I can obtain most of all that I 
require from our local Co-op, and if not there, then Booths in Kendal or Penrith. I 
miss our haberdashery and yarn shop, but they are not weekly requirements. If there 
were specialist stalls that came on a monthly basis, that might work. 

15. As long as it's open long enough for local people you want to use the market to get 
home from work, so a 4.30pm or 5pm would be helpful. 

16. It would be good to see more traders, I personally think Thursday is a beƩer 
‘shopping’ day for most people. 

17. Thursday would be a beƩer day. We may get some more stalls. But a survey of other 
nearby market days needs to be done before a decision is made. There is some 
acƟve, creaƟve management needed to increase the number of stalls present. There 
are lots of local arts and craŌs groups and professional arƟsts who could be 
persuaded to take a stall. We should look at the gaps in the exisƟng town shops to 
help decide who to invite e.g. household linens/fabrics, wool and other yarns/craŌ 
materials, we have lost both our outdoor pursuits shops recently. A bric-a-brac stall 
would be good (the recent car boot sales have proved popular, I believe. I’m sure 
others would have more ideas too. The obvious one would be our own monthly 
farmer’s market. 

Against Thursday (4) 

18. It would be beƩer to build up the Monday market than change the day. 
19. No reason to be changed. Like Monday market day. 
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20. The market has always been on a Monday. What needs to be done is more stall 
holders encouraged to trade here on Mondays! 

21. Some years ago, some work was done with KSTC and the then town forum on this 
very quesƟon and the findings suggested that Friday would be the best day to change 
the market to. Friday does not clash with other nearby markets and is a popular day 
for shopping in the town providing a good customer base for market traders. On 
Thursdays the town is somewhat dead and at least half of the shops are closed all 
day or in the aŌernoons. Since KSTC took over the running of the market they have 
not promoted it sufficiently. They might also consider special markets once a month 
like local produce, makers markets, art or anƟques and perhaps some entertainment 
to encourage shoppers and traders. All that said markets have gone down in recent 
years and without added extras they do not generally do well. The market was on 
Friday before the last Market Charter which was changed because the livestock 
market was changed. I can see no benefit to a Thursday change. 

General (4) 

22. Anything is beƩer!! 
23. I tend to do my shopping at the back end of the week for the weekend. But how 

would this impact Thurs aŌernoon closing in the town. Why can't we change the day 
to Friday. Appleby have theirs on a Saturday. 

24. Although not against a Thursday Market, I think Wednesday would be beƩer as the 
fish man and the mobile banking aƩend on Wednesdays. 

25. It's actually preƩy dead in town on a Monday - despite it being 'market day'. Or 
maybe it would be busier if we had a market worthy of the name. As it is, it's a joke 
calling Kirkby Stephen a market town. Maybe thought could be given to how we 
might aƩract more traders/shoppers? 

 


