
(December 3rd, 2024) Kirkby Stephen Town Council, Ordinary Meeting - Page 57. 

 
…………………………………… 
Chairman’s Initials/Date 

 

Ordinary Meeting (Minutes) 
 
Kirkby Stephen Town Council, Local Links, Vicarage 
Lane, Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria, CA17 4QX 
Tel. 017683 74854 | clerk@kirkby-stephen.com | 
Online www.kirkby-stephen.com 

   3 December 2024, Ordinary Meeting at Local Links at 18.45.  
 

 Attending. Cllrs. P Richardson, S Lancaster, M Hall, A Waite, D Thornton, A Birtles, 
G Wren, J Murray (Part) & C Barnes (Clerk). 
 
1 Member of the public attended. 
 

 

24/162 
 

Public Participation. 
A member of the public raised their concerns about the wider economy and the 
burdens of tax and debt and the debt to GDP ratio nationally. Local examples of 
spending included, the Early Years Centre, Town Centre Improvements in 2009, 
Voreda House and the UKSPF projects. They had written to the council on 
previous occasions to raise a range of national and local concerns and had 
received no reply or acknowledgement. 
The clerk apologised that no acknowledgement of the letters had been sent. The 
letter raising concerns about the economy had been forwarded to councillors at 
the time, but it had not been possible to compile a response.  
The letter received in connection with the proposed 20mph limit had been 
considered together with the responses of other consultees at the close of the 
consultation. 
Councillors were generally in agreement that there were problems in the 
economy, but these were not felt to be issues over which the Town Council had 
agency or control. Councillors noted that the funding for these (UKSPF) projects 
was not funded by the Town Council/precept and presented an opportunity 
attract these resources to the improvement of the Town Centre without funding 
the cost from the council’s precept. It was said that ‘if these funds were not spent 
here then the benefit would be lost’. Kirkby Stephen Town Council did not have 
any debt. 
 

 

24/163 Westmorland and Furness Councillors Participation. (Cllrs Murray & Waite) 
1. W&FC were still considering what bus services to support in the next round 

and that in the meantime the existing timetables had been extended. 
2. Devolution & Joint Authority discussions update. In summary W&F supported 

the joint authority/working proposals but did not support the idea of an 
elected mayor. 

3. Cllr Waite had been asked to replace Cllr Dew on MASCG. 
4. Refuse and Recycling issues were being reviewed. 
 

 

24/164 Participation of the Police. 
PC Benson Adams attended the meeting and introduced himself as the 
Community Beat Officer for Kirkby Stephen - a role he would split the role with PC 
Bennet. It was anticipated that a new PCSO would be appointed. This new staffing 
level would mean that Kirkby Stephen would have access to a beat officer 24/7.  
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His priorities would include enforcing the HGV Ban on the A685, tackling speeding 
on South Road and engaging with the WhatsApp established by traders. Benson 
was asked if Police would like to contribute anything to the Newsletter to reflect 
these recent changes. 
 

24/165 Apologies & Welcomes. 
Apologies were received from Cllr Murray (conflicting meeting).  
 

 

24/166 Declarations & Dispensations. 
Cllr Waite declared a non-pecuniary interest in (5) Small Grant Application as a 
member of the Upper Eden History Society. 

 

24/167 Exclusion of Press & Public.  
It was resolved that Press and Public would be excluded from discussion of (14) 
HR Report & Staffing Matters on the grounds that publicity would prejudice the 
public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business.  
 

 

24/168 Minutes. 
The Chairman was AUTHORISED to sign the minutes of the following meeting as a 
true record and APPROVED all recommendations as follows:   
1. Draft Minutes Ordinary Meeting 5 the November 2024. 
2. Draft Minutes Planning Cttees 7th and 24th November (Cancelled). 
3. Draft Minutes Finance cttee 12 November 2024. 

 

24/169 Small Grant Application. 
A small grant application had been received from the Upper Eden History Society 
for a photographic project at the club. The Chairman announced that the project 
would be funded with £100 from his allowance as the grants budget was 
overspent. 
 

 

24/170 Review of the Council Plan. 
No feedback had been received from portfolio holders. It was agreed to adopt the 
draft monitoring form for the year to October and review again in a year. The 
monitoring form would be published. 
 

 

24/171 Portfolio | Community Plan 
Cllr Hall had attended the YDNP Parish Forum on the 6th November. The meeting 
had initially dealt with Pathway Accessibility issues but was then dominated by a 
group of parents concerned over school transport matters. As the Parish Forum 
had no influence on or responsibility for these matters and the National Park was 
not the education authority it was felt that this issue would have been better 
addressed in a more appropriate forum. The value of attending these meetings in 
future was questioned. 
 

 

24/172 Portfolio | Highways. 
Recent emergency closure of the A685 at North Road was noted - better 
arrangements for displaced traffic were required until remedial works were 
carried out. 
 
 

 

24/173 Portfolio | Economy & Community.  
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Hedge and tree work at Franks Bridge were complete. The condition of the fence 
and the enlarged bramble patch behind required attention.  
The Clerk had written to the Cricket Club in connection with this. 
 

24/174 Portfolio | Property and Open Spaces. 
1. A memorial stone to Joan Johnstone for the gardens had been selected and 

approved by the carver. 
2. The Secretary of State had signed the stopping up order for the area of 

adjacent highway on the 18th November and the call in period ended on the 
9th January.   

3. The Silver Street Gardens project had a start date commencing on 9th January 
and a six week build period. Official Notices were posted. The clerk would 
write to those affected. 

 

 

24/175 Portfolio | Admin. 
1. The clerk had not been able to compile a budget for the meeting of the 

finance committee on the 12 November. The clerk would give an online 
budget briefing on the 16 December at 18:00 via zoom. This would not be 
restricted to the finance committee and any member would be able to join. 
The council will need to approve a budget for the 2025/26 year and establish 
its precept requirement at its Ordinary Meeting on the 14th January. 

2. The clerk had met with the Vicar and Chairman of the PCC on the 20th 
November to discuss the Cloisters and the Church Clock and update them on 
recent developments. The restricted reserve holding funds for the 
maintenance of the clock was being depleted. The ownership of the clock 
needed to be researched - it had been suggested that the Newsletter could 
include an article on the Church Clock and an effort needed to be made to 
replenish the reserve which held sufficient funds for just two more years 
servicing. 

3. A meeting had been arranged with the manager of the Kendal Farmer’s 
Market at 10:00am on the 16th. Any councillors available would be welcome 
to join. The meeting was to explore the possibility of holding a farmers’ 
market in Kirkby Stephen associated with the intention to change the date of 
the market to Thursday. 

4. Storm Bert had arrived at the Christmas Lights Switch on and Tractor Run (82 
Participants) however despite this the event had been a success. The Euphoric 
Circus had cancelled for weather reasons. Highlights had been the mini tractor 
parade (relocated to the church), Santa, the Silver Band, Singing, Stall holders 
and Reuben Owen. The Chairman thanked all involved for their contributions 
the event had been a success despite the best effort of the weather! 
Steadman’s had won the window competition. 108 people had voted! 

5. The secretary of state had made the order stopping up the highway at North 
Road to facilitate improvements at Silver Street Gardens the call-in period 
would end on the 9th January. 

 

 

24/176 Portfolio | Travel and Transport. 
Commutaports operative had been unwell, and installation of the new 
polycarbonate in the bus shelters had been delayed until this week. 
 
 

 

24/177 Portfolio | Jubilee Park.  
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None 
 

24/178 Portfolio | Parks. 
1. The Council adopted the management plan for Edensyde circulated with the 

agenda. 
2. The seat at Edensyde had been repaired. 
 

 

24/179 Portfolio | Communication. 
None 
 

 

24/180 Finance. 
Schedules of receipts and payments for the months of October (with a closing 
balance of £182,583.63) and November (with a closing balance of £170,428.04) 
were APPROVED. Forward approval ‘in principle’ of regular/budgeted payments, 
Salaries, PAYE & NIC was given. 
 

 

24/181 2nd Qtr Budget Monitor. 
The 2nd Qtr Budget Monitor was presented and APPROVED in line with the 
recommendation of the finance committee (12 November 2024). 
 

 

24/182 Internal Audit. 
The Internal Auditor had issued a report for the first half of the year which was 
noted, no issues were identified for action. 
 

 

24/183 Christmas Closing. 
24 December to 4th January. 
 

 

24/184 Next Meetings  
1. 5th December 2024 Planning Committee. 
2. 19th December 2024 Planning Committee. 
3. 9th January 2024 Planning Committee. 
4. 14th January 2024 Ordinary Meeting. 
 

 

24/185 
 

HR Audit and Staffing Matters. 
Confidential Minute. 
 

 

  
 

…………….………….. 
Chairman 

 
………………………… 

Date 

 


