
KIRKBY STEPHEN & UPPER EDEN  
Community News

JUNE 2025
Summer Edition
www.kirkby-stephen.com
Space to breathe, room to grow

Opening Times:
Kirkby Stephen Local Links and Library:  10:00 – 12:00 // 13:00 – 15:00.
Open Monday & Wednesday

Kirkby Stephen Library Only:   Saturday 10:00 – 12:00  //  Library (01768) 812 045

Vicarage Lane, Kirkby Stephen, CA17 4QX     
www.kirkby-stephen.com/town-council
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The Westmorland Dales Festival is back, with a packed 
programme of entertainment, events and activities for 
all ages!
Highlights include a trip to Hawes’ Dales Countryside Museum, 
who are also bringing their Great Big Dialect Hunt to the Festival; an 
Eden Animal Rescue dog show; guided walks with Kirkby Stephen 
Walkers are Welcome; and history tours of Crosby Garrett and 
Ravenstonedale. 

There’ll be wild play with Stomping Ground and circus skills 
with juggler Matt Tiffany, activities at Jubilee Park, makers’ and 
producers’ markets, live music, our conservation and community 
groups fair, and much more. 

The inaugural Art in the Mart takes over the Auction Mart pens; 
and the Club, Kirkby Stephen East and Winton Park Gardens are all 
joining in the festivities too.

Chair Vivienne Littlefair adds: ‘Most of our activities are free of 
charge, and we are enormously grateful to all the local sponsors and 
partners who make this possible. This year too we are delighted to 
have received a grant from the National Lottery Community Fund, 
which means we can look to the future with confidence.’ 

For more info, visit www.westmorlanddalesfestival.org and 
look out for posters and programmes around town. We look 
forward to seeing you there! by Deborah Coleman

Mick Rowley

On Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th July Kirkby Stephen will 
be stepping back in time to the 1940s. This is the third 
1940s event organised by local volunteers from Stainmore 
Railway Company and the Military Vehicle Trust. As in 
previous years there will be exhibits of military vehicles, 
living history re-enactors at Kirkby Stephen East Station 
(KSE) on both days with live entertainment. 
The free park and ride using Cumbria Classic Coaches from the 
auction mart and bus stops in Kirkby Stephen will also meet trains 
from the mainline station. KSE has parking reserved for blue 
badge holders and the only charges are for steam train rides using 
carriages which date from the 1930s and 1902. There is also a free 
schools’ open day on the Friday (if schools wish to attend email 
kseonlineshop@gmail.com).  

Volunteers from Kirkby Stephen have expanded the event to the 
market square and Stoneshot area. The WI will be on hand in the 
Cloisters with a demonstration of the roles of ladies in the railway 
as KSE had several lady locomotive cleaners during WW2. There 
will also be vintage stalls in the town with exhibits including 1940s 
tractors and bicycles. If you have a 1940s vehicle you wish to 
display (free of charge) or would like a stall (£15 per day of £20 for 
both days) please email kirkbystephenevents@gmail.com. The 
ever-popular road run from KSE to Winton village and back will 
take place on Saturday after 3pm.  The Engine Shed at Pennine 
View Park is holding an event on the Saturday evening (see their 
Facebook page for details). This year there will be a tea dance on 
Sunday 14th in the afternoon held in the Masonic Hall – tickets will 
be available from Buttercup and other outlets in July.  We hope 
this year’s 1940s event will be the best yet as it continues to grow.

Kirkby Stephen in the 
1940s Weekend by Sue Jones

Brought to you by Kirkby Stephen Town Council and Busi Bee VA



BBrroouugghh  AAggrriiccuullttuurraall  SShhooww  
TThhuurrssddaayy  2211sstt  AAuugguusstt  22002255  

 
The Family Show 

    HHoorrssee  &&  PPoonnyy  CCoommppeettiittiioonnss          SShheeeepp  &&  YYoouunngg  HHaannddlleerr                                CCllaassssiicc  VVeehhiicclleess  &&  TTrraaccttoorrss      
          DDrryy  SSttoonnee  WWaalllliinngg                                                        HHoorrttiiccuullttuurree  &&  IInndduussttrriiaall  TTeenntt              JJuugggglleerr  &&  SSiillvveerr  BBaanndd  
          CCrraafftt  aanndd  TTrraaddee  SSttaannddss                                  SSiiddee  SShhoowwss  &&  BBoouunnccyy  CCaassttllee                RReeffrreesshhmmeennttss                                                              

DDoogg  SShhooww  

FFrreeee  PPaarrkkiinngg  
Kaber on the A685 (CA17 4EF) 

www.broughshow.co.uk       secretary@broughshow.co.uk 
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glynjonesfd@outlook.com

12 Battlebarrow, Appleby-in-Westmorland  CA16 6XS

017683 51569     

A Complete professional, caring, sympathetic service, offering you
support, care and guidance at a time when you need it most.

24 hour service, All Areas Covered,
Private Chapel of Rest

GLYN JONES & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

EST 1979

  www.glynjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk



A Message from 
the New Head of 
School By Nic Tweddle

I am absolutely delighted to have been appointed 
as the new Head of School at Kirkby Stephen 
Grammar School, where I will take up the role 
full time from September. It is an honour and a 
privilege to lead such a fantastic school — one 
with a proud history, dedicated staff, exceptional 
students, and a community that clearly holds the 
school close to its heart.
Originally from the Eden area, it means a great deal to me 
to be back working with the local community. I’m proud to 
return to my roots and take on the responsibility of leading a 
school at the heart of this community that shaped so much of 
who I am today.

KSGS is a school full of potential, and I am truly excited to 
get to know and work alongside all members of the school 
community. I’m particularly looking forward to building on 
the rich traditions and values that make this school so special, 
while also leading it into the next chapter of its journey 
toward excellence as part of Cumbria Education Trust (CET).

From the moment I arrived, I have been struck by the 
warmth, talent, and ambition of our students and staff, and 
I feel incredibly lucky to be part of such a vibrant and caring 
community. I look forward to working together in the months 
and years ahead to ensure that Kirkby Stephen Grammar 
School continues to thrive and becomes the best school it 
can be, providing a centre of educational excellence for our 
students and community.

Highlights from the 
Upper Eden Medical 
Practice Patient 
Participation Group 
Meeting By Sarah Kirkup

On April 1, 2025, the Patient Participation Group 
(PPG) at the Upper Eden Medical Practice met to 
discuss the practice’s commitment to enhancing 
patient care and engagement and gather 
feedback on various services.

One of the key updates shared by Jen Nellis, the Practice 
Clinical Pharmacist, was the implementation of a new 
process for medication requests. Thanks to this innovative 
approach, patients can now expect their requests to be 
processed within a five working days. The introduction of 
text notifications for patients, informing them when their 
medications are ready for collection, has also received 
positive feedback.

In addition to medication management, the practice has 
embraced digital solutions to streamline services. The NHS 
app is now being promoted as a convenient tool for patients, 
allowing them to order medications, book appointments, 
and access their medical records all in one place. This not 
only enhances patient autonomy but also supports the 
practice’s goal of modernising healthcare access.

The waiting room has undergone a technological upgrade 
with the implementation of digital screens. These screens 
serve multiple purposes, including displaying important 
information and updates. 

The appointment system remains an important topic 
of discussion, with the practice actively seeking patient 
feedback. This commitment to continuous improvement 
will be a focal point at the next PPG meeting, emphasising 
the practice’s openness to suggestions and collaboration.

Lastly, the PPG is always on the lookout for new 
members. Those interested in contributing to the ongoing 
improvement of patient services are encouraged to reach 
out to Sue Birbeck at the practice.
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Stockton & Darlington 200th 
Anniversary Celebration Gala 
August Bank Holiday by Sue Jones

2025 is the 200th anniversary of the 
Stockton and Darlington Railway (S&DR). 
Kirkby Stephen’s first railway station (at 
the top of South Road) opened in 1861 
and was part of the S&DR network. The 
railway was built to transport coking 
coke from the County Durham to Furness 
where it was used to process iron ore 
which was then taken to Cleveland to 
make steel. On opening of the Settle to 
Carlisle Line, in 1876, the station was 
renamed Kirkby Stephen East (KSE). 
Passenger services on the line ended in 
January 1962 with a section remaining 
open to service Hartley Quarry until 
1975. KSE became a bobbin factory run 
by the Wilkinson family and after this 
closed it lay derelict until volunteers 
purchased the site in 1997. Over the 
years the site has been lovingly restored 
and is now a heritage railway.

To honour the S&DR anniversary, 
volunteers from Stainmore Railway 
Company (SRC) and the Locomotive 
Conservation and Learning Trust plus 

local history groups are holding a 
celebration weekend August 23rd – 
25th. There will be a steam gala which 
includes two visiting tender locomotives 
(BR standard 78018 and NER P3 2392). 
The historic Old Gentleman’s Saloon 
carriage, built in 1871, which featured 
in the classic film ‘The Railway Children’ 
will complement our other restored 
carriages which date from 1930’s 
and 1903 and the recently restored 
snowplough that featured in the film 
‘Snow drift at Bleath Gill’.  There will be 
exhibitions at KSE, entertainment from 
Kirkby Stephen Town Band and events in 
the town. The weekend has been partly 
funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and includes a travelling photographic 
exhibition which is touring the North 
of England and will be at the Methodist 
Hall over the weekend. Admission to 
the event is free with charges for train 
rides to cover the costs of transport and 
locomotive hire. There will be free park 
and ride from the Auction Mart and town 

meeting trains from the mainline station. 
There will also be free buses to walks 
on Smardale Gill , Podgill and Merrygill 
Viaducts. Parking at KSE is reserved 
for blue badge holders and have a fully 
accessible toilet including hoist with 
attendant for all three days of the event. 

The last event of this scale held in 
Kirkby Stephen was the Stainmore 150 
celebration in 2011. This marked the 
150th anniversary of the line opening and 
was the first time that SRC had operated 
passenger trains. We had over 10,000 
visitors who boosted the income for 
local businesses and accommodation. 
We are hoping to exceed this number 
and raise the profile of our amazing town.   

More information is available 
www.stocktondarlington200.co.uk 
and www.kirkbystepheneast.co.uk 

plus the SRC Facebook page.



We are proud to be
Kirkby Stephen’s
largest employer

Company sick pay 
subject to qualifying criteria and service

Visit www.outofeden.co.uk/pages/job-opportunities-careers for more information

Generous paid leave schemes

Local gym & pool discounts

10% of profits are donated to 
charity including the Cumbria Community Foundation

Healthcare cash plan
through Westfield Health

Up to 10% employer
pension contribution with service
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07476 840 940
robcharleslandscapes@gmail.com

robcharleslandscapes.co.uk

Please feel free to call/email
for an initial free consultation
and viewing of our portfolios.

We assure you our clients will
receive prompt and personal

attention at all times.
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07476 840 940
robcharleslandscapes@gmail.com

robcharleslandscapes.co.uk

From DetaileD Plans to

Your FinisheD GarDen
A very warm welcome to Rob Charles Landscapes 
(est. 1995). We are a small family business offering a high 
quality personal service. Unlike other larger companies, 
at Rob Charles we keep you informed of costings at all 
stages of the design, allowing changes if required. This 
means our clients can take advantage of the best deals in 
todays highly competitive markets.

Councillor Chat: 
Summer by John Murray

What motivated you to run for your position on the Town 
Council? - Ester and I moved to Kirkby Stephen in Spring 2019 
and we wanted to get involved and be part of the community 
from the start.  This included me volunteering for the Mountain 
Rescue Team, Ester joining the Gardeners of Eden, both of us 
joining the Dawdles and the History Society.  It really didn’t 
take long to be sure we had made the right choice!  

When the opportunity arose to put myself forward for a co-
opted position on the Town Council I applied straightaway.  
In my working life as a secondary school head I knew what a 
difference local councillors can make and I wanted to try this 
for myself.

Can you provide an overview of your role, responsibilities 
and remit on Kirkby Stephen Town Council? - This has 
changed a bit during the time I have been on the town council.  
I was encouraged early on to take on the ‘properties portfolio’.  
There had been a lack of clarity as to what was owned by the 
town council and we needed to get the paperwork and legal 
definitions sorted out.  I think that is all in a much better place 
now!  More recently I have concentrated on being a link with 
Westmorland and Furness Council.  We are fortunate to have 
two town councillors (Adrian Waite and me) who are also 
W&F councillors. I am a member of the W&F Cabinet with 
responsibility for transport – that includes buses, active travel 
and rights of way – and regulatory services – including trading 
standards and public health.

What are the top priorities or key issues that the town 
council are currently focusing on? - Most things improve a 
little at a time.  We want to see the improvements to Jubilee 
Park move forward; we have to work with Westmorland and 
Furness Council to improve the public toilets; we want the 

empty buildings and shops filled; 
we want easier access between 
the town centre and the railway station and we want to 
continually improve the tourist offer.

What is your vision for the town over the next 5-10 years? 
Kirkby Stephen can be even better!  We have a great town, with 
a great community and so much to be proud of, but we can do 
better.  Following the recent improvements in the town centre 
we can do more with the Market Square; we have some good 
provision for young people but again, we can do better; we 
have a healthy economy but we can encourage more inward 
investment; we have a wonderful environment but we want to 
make sure our iconic river is clean.

Kirkby Stephen is likely to grow over the next few years and we 
want to attract families who will add to our community.

Can you share a success story from your time on the council 
that you are particularly proud of? - This is a team game.  
Some projects are driven by individual councillors but most 
of what we achieve happens when we are working really well 
together.  So I am proud to have been involved in all sorts from 
the improved safety fence at the top of Rowgate, to the much 
better 563 service to and from Penrith; the investment that 
came into the town through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund 
– which has given us improved play facilities, the upgrades to 
Silver Street Gardens and the visitor centre.  Best of all is the 
newly refurbished furlong sign!

If you could do one big thing and make it your legacy to 
Kirkby Stephen, what would it be? - South Road!  We can 
work together to sort out a solution for South Road so that we 
can park safely, cross the road safely and have traffic moving 
smoothly through the town.



Project 1, Silver Street Gardens  
- This new and extended public space 
is dedicated to the memory of a much-
missed champion of the community Joan 
Johnstone. Joan was a longstanding 
volunteer with Eden Housing Association 
which she chaired from 2007 to 2011. She 
also served as a Trustee of the John Strutt 
Charity as well as being a Town Councillor 
for over 30 years - Joan chaired the Town 
Council from 2010 to 2021 and tragically 
died in office, aged 73. Stuart Johnstone, 
Joan’s husband of 50 years accompanied 
by members of her family, cut the ribbon 
at a ceremony on the 13th May this year.

The memorial garden project aimed 
to create an appealing and welcoming 
green space in the heart of the town. The 
boundary wall was lowered to improve 
visibility into the park and encourage 
use, the park area extended, sitting areas 
introduced and hard and soft landscaping 
have been introduced. Kirkby Stephen 
and Tebay councillors John Murray and 
Adrian Waite have been supporting the 
project. 

Cllr Murray said: “I’m delighted to see 
this garden reshaped and opened out. It 
makes a welcome area as visitors arrive 
at Kirkby Stephen from the north, a 
wonderful space for residents to enjoy, 
a much-improved access to the Masonic 
Hall and a very special tribute to Joan. 

Stephen Macauley of Penrith-based 
YAM architects designed, and project 
managed the garden project, as well as 
improvements to the visitor centre. 

Project 2, Upper Eden Visitor 
Centre - Improvements to the outside 
of the town’s visitor centre have 
been undertaken to help protect this 
important building, including external 
refurbishment and installing new timber 
windows carried out by local builder 
and stonemason, Paul Thompson. New 
planters and benches have also been 
installed in the Market Square. 

The Freehold of the Upper Eden Visitor 
Centre was recently transferred to the 
Town Council by Eden District Council in 
2021 on condition that the premises is 
used as a visitor centre or other use which 
benefits a visitor service provided to 
Kirkby Stephen and the Upper Eden Area. 

The centre was refurbished last in the 
1990’s and the fabric of the building had 
deteriorated significantly in that time. 
The Town Council was able to use a 
dilapidation survey of the building which 
it had commissioned prior to transfer as 
its case for UKSPF funding. 

Project 3, Playgrounds - The 
playground next to Kirkby Stephen 
Primary School was upgraded earlier this 
year with funds from the UKSPF – this 

work saw the see saw remaining in place, 
the swings replaced with an upgraded 
swing set which includes inclusive seats, 
a new climbing frame with slide and 
accessible roundabout, as well as new 
surfacing. Work on the playground, 
supplied by Sutcliffe Play, was completed 
on 31 January and opened officially on 
4 February. Westmorland and Furness 
Council and the Town Council had hoped 
to be able to direct investment into a new 
playground on land owned by the Cricket 
Club at Frank’s Bridge, but the project 
was withdrawn at the planning stage after 
concerns were raised about the risk of 
cricket ball strikes.

 Project 4, Interpretation Boards 
- New interpretation boards have been 
installed at Silver Street Gardens, 
Upper Eden Visitor Centre, Christian 
Head Carpark and the Railway Station 
to improve wayfinding throughout the 
town. The aim of the scheme is to use 
the panels to create an engaging outdoor 
trail that celebrates Kirkby Stephen’s 
character, community and businesses. 
The panels, designed by Make Things 
Happen, share local heritage, stories and 
little-known facts as well as practical 
direction and signage. It is hoped that the 
trail will capture the attention of visitors 
to the town and residents alike, directing 
them to areas of the town that they might 
not have thought to explore before.     

UKSPF - Schemes completed
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The Kirkby Stephen Town Centre Improvement Scheme has been funded by the UK government through 
the UK Shared Prosperity Fund administered by Westmorland and Furness Council. The project has seen 
Westmorland and Furness Council working with local ward members and officers, Kirkby Stephen Town 
Council and several locally based contractors to secure and invest this external funding in the town.
“I am proud that we have been able secure these improvements for Kirkby Stephen at no additional cost to local taxpayers. Westmorland 
and Furness Council have been great partners to work with and Yam architects, who have designed Silver Street Gardens and project 
managed both building projects, have really delivered for us. The new interpretation is a refreshing new look for the town as well. I am 
very proud too that we have had the opportunity to remember my predecessor as Chairman Joan Johnstone who made such a huge 
contribution to the life of the town by dedicating Silver Street Gardens to her”. Kirkby Stephen Town Council chairman, Cllr Paul Richardson.
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Local Links and 
Library, Change 
of Phone Number
Owing to the Digital Voice or Voice over 
Internet Protocol (VoIP) being implemented 
the telephone numbers for Kirkby Stephen 
Library and Kirkby Stephen Local Links are 
being changed to.

•	 Local Links (01768) 812 775.  
•	 Town Council (017683) 74854
•	 Library (01768) 812 045

These numbers are in service now.  The Town 
Council’s number is

•	 Town Council (017683) 74854

Citizens’ Advice
Citizens’ Advice will be at Kirkby Stephen 
Local Links for their monthly visit on the third 
Wednesday of the month: 2025 - 16th July, August 
– No session, 17th September, 15th October, 19th 
November, 17th December, 2026 - 21st January, 
18th February, 18th March.

Drop ins run between 10.00 am and 11.30 am, 
and private appointments will be available 
to book between 12 noon and 1 pm for any 
confidential matters.

For more information or to book an 
appointment please call 0330 0563 037 or 
email Kirkby-Stephen@ca-ce.org.uk. 
(www.ca-ce.org.uk)

The Multi-Agency Strategic Coordinating Group (MASCG) for 
Appleby Horse Fair ensures that all the relevant agencies involved in 
responding to the Fair each year work together to share their skills 
and knowledge.

The elected representatives of Appleby and surrounding 
communities, as well as representatives from the Gypsy and Traveller 
community, Cumbria Constabulary, Cumbria Fire and Rescue, the 
North West Ambulance Service, the RSPCA, Environment Agency 
and other agencies, support the group, chaired by Westmorland 
and Furness Council.

The representatives of the MASCG are committed to engaging with 
local communities through regular public meetings and member 
led drop-in sessions and by attending local Parish Council meetings 

to provide updates and to answer questions.

To improve engagement prior to this year’s Fair representatives 
from the MASCG held a pre-Fair resident’s drop-in event in Appleby 
Public Hall on Wednesday 14 May.

If you’d like to make a suggestion or ask a question of the MASCG, 
please email the Eden Community Development Team at eden.
AreaSupport@westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk

If you’d like to report an issue at this year’s 
Fair, please complete an online Community 
Feedback Form at https://tinyurl.com/ 
5xbbcrsv, where your message will be triaged 
to the relevant team for a response.

Community engagement key to Appleby Horse Fair safety
John Everingham

MP’s Advice Surgery
Tim Farron MP holds regular advice 
surgeries. Please note that Tim Farron’s 
advice surgeries are appointment only. 

Kirkby Stephen Town Council meetings
Kirkby Stephen Town Council usually meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 
6:45pm with separate planning and finance committees. The council’s agendas for 
ordinary meetings are published 4 days in advance of the meeting at www.kirkby-
stephen.com/council-information-and-downloads/ along with draft and approved 
minutes and reports.

Residents of Kirkby Stephen have a right to attend council 
meetings to observe or participate and are very welcome. If 
you would like to be emailed notice of meetings, please sign 
up to the mailing list at: https://tinyurl.com/chn2324k

Or scan this code: 

To make an appointment 
simply call Tim’s office on 

01539 723403 or email tim@
timfarron.co.uk. You can 

also raise any issues with a 
member of his team by phone 

or email.

Voluntary Social Car Scheme
Kirkby Stephen, Brough, and surrounding villages
This is a valuable and much used scheme for those without access to a car or public 
transport. We are currently arranging between forty and sixty journeys a month and 
need more volunteer drivers.

Our current volunteers find this to be a rewarding and fulfilling post which they can 
arrange around their own lives and pursuits.  A mileage allowance is payable for 
all journeys which enable people to access hospital* and GP appointments,, social 
events and connections to public transport,, as well as shopping and visiting friends 
at home or in hospital.

Local co-ordinator: Sarah Kirkup, 077897755643

For full information and application form: Katy Wood, 07788396194 or 03332406965 
(Option 5) or integrated.transport@westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk. The scheme is 
managed by Westmorland and Furness Council: www.westmorlandandfurness.gov.
uk/voluntarycarscheme                                   *for those not eligible for hospital transport

 

TOWN COUNCIL



Kirkby Stephen Craft and Food 
Producer’s Market by Laura Johnson

What a wonderful morning was had at the inaugural Kirkby 
Stephen Craft and Food Producer’s Market on 3 May.  We had 23 
stands showcasing their crafts and produce spread throughout 
the Masonic Hall and the Market Square.  Despite some last-
minute panic over the Silver Street Garden not being complete 
- meaning we couldn’t use the main entrance to the Hall or the 
Garden - we had tremendous support from both visitors to the 
area and the local community.  Stands were busy from before 
the start time of 9am to past the planning finishing time of 1pm.  
Some food stands sold out of fresh produce, with Ivy Cottage 
Baker and Beech Ings selling out of bread and jams.

 Cumbria Master Composters came along giving advice on how 
to start creating your own compost as well as how to improve 
your current compost set up to give the best outcome for the 
soil.  Teas and coffees were flying out of the kitchen, along 

with the yummy homemade 
biscuits all being made and sold in aid of Reggie’s Cause.

 Our next market will be held on 7 June 2025 in the Masonic Hall 
and the Silver Street Garden from 9am-1pm.  We are not using 
the Market Square in June, however, we will be there again in 
July!  Refreshments are being provided by the older Scouts 
who are fundraising for an upcoming trip.

 Local support from the community is the key to the market 
being able to be successful, and we want to say a huge thank 
you to everyone who came along.  What better way to showcase 
our local producers and crafters than a collective display of 
their offerings right here in our beautiful town!

 We can’t wait to see you at the next market.

UPPER EDEN HISTORY SOCIETY
Do you have the financial background to assist an active local society?
Upper Eden History Society is seeking someone with book-keeping skills for a vital, but not 
very demanding, volunteer role.

We hope to celebrate our fortieth birthday next year, with a full programme of talks planned 
for October 2025 onwards. However, our current long-serving treasurer is retiring. Without 
a treasurer to carry out the proper and legal management of our finances we are concerned 
that the society may not survive long enough to celebrate that milestone birthday.

If you think you could take 
on this role please contact 
Anne Taylor, Chairman, by 

email: at241@cam.ac.uk or 
by phone: 01768 371518.



I am delighted to be taking the job of committee chair at KSCC. 
As the club enters a new phase of its development and team-
building, some things stay the same. 

Hill’s Bottom, our ground on the banks of the Upper Eden over 
Frank’s Bridge in the middle of Kirkby Stephen, looked over by 
the Nine Standards - those distant and mysterious cairns on 
the top of the Pennine hills above - remains the most romantic 
setting. Our swooping and squawking parrots still surprise 
visiting batsmen - an unintentional home advantage gifted to us 
along with the grounds themselves by our generous benefactor, 
the late John Strutt. 

And, most importantly, our wonderful groundsman, Paul 
Thornborrow, continues to produce some of the most coveted 
cricket wickets in Cumbria - as well as a beautifully smooth and 
stylishly-mown outfield. For those less familiar with cricket, it 
is the quality of those 22 yards on which batsmen are tested by 
bowlers that define the status of the club. Kirkby Stephen CC is, 
therefore, thanks to Paul, in the top rank.

As to our plans, we aim to re-establish ourselves as the cricket 
development hub for this part of Cumbria. Upper Eden, as the 
rugby, hockey and football clubs have ably demonstrated, 
is bursting with talent. We intend starting a women and 
girls section and re-forming our ties with the schools and, in 
particular, the KS women’s hockey club as our sports are highly 
complementary. 

On physical improvements, we are in the process of reviving the 
Hartley Road Vehicle Access Bridge and Car Park plan which was 
stalled by Covid. A separate but important scheme, currently 
in its earliest stages, is to link with the Growing Well charity at 
J38 at Tebay Services in forming a hotel kitchen garden in the 
unused and unloved part of our grounds towards the Hartley 
Road. This will be part of the redevelopment of the King’s Arms 
whose own back garden comes down almost to Frank’s Bridge. 
This greening and enhancing scheme will produce a modest 
but useful annual income for the cricket club.
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Kirkby Stephen Business Park, St Lukes Rd, Kirkby Stephen. CA17 4HT

COME AND VISIT 
OUR NEW SHOWROOM
Displaying Carpets, Flooring, Kitchens & Worktops

Monday - Friday  09:15 - 16:30 | Saturday 09:30 - 12:30
Website: www.edenvalley-interiors.co.uk | Email: info@edenvalley-interiors.co.uk

Tel: 01768 369474

SPORTS AND SPORTS CLUBS

Chair Kirkby Stephen Cricket Club  Paul Askew

The Cumbria 
Women of the 
Year
The Cumbria Women of the Year committee are asking for 
nominations for 2025.  Do you know anyone in the Community 
who you would like to nominate who you feel deserves this 
award?  For more information visit: 
www.cumbriawomenoftheyear.com



Restoration of Historic 
Fingerpost in Kirkby 
Stephen by Laura McClellan and David Gosling.

We think it dates from around 1910 to 1914 and was made by 
Ham Baker & Co, Westminster SW but was most likely cast at 
their foundry at Oldbury in the West Midlands.

Mr Jackson, the householder whose land it is currently on, told 
our contractor that it used to be in another location, close by 
but when it was about to be removed, many years ago, it was 
rescued by a local farmer and positioned close to where it is 
now.  The farmer died and the post fell down and was going to 
be scrapped when Mr Jackson’s father saved it and erected it 
where it is now.  So we are now saving the sign for a third time!

The post is the only one which our contractor knows of which 
has Furlongs on it.  Ham Baker & Co Ltd mostly made what 
was known as “Sanitary Ware” - basically, sewer pipes, drain 
covers, manhole covers, stink pipes etc.  They produced a range 
of products grandly named “Westminster SW” the SW being 
sanitary ware.

It appears that Ham Baker & Co Ltd have used one of their ‘stink 
pipes’ for the post and then concocted the fingers and finial 

to suit Kirkby Stephens requirements at the time - hence why 
it is totally unique.  If you didn’t already know, a stink pipe is 
a cast iron column that would have sat above a sewer system 
and allowed the foul air to escape above head height into the 
atmosphere.

The makers name etc is cast into the side of the post and has 
been highlighted, there is also a typo which was on the original 
sign, that being on the Reeth/ Swaledale finger, where it said 
22M on one side but 2M on the other.  It was most likely made 
by the foundry and we suspect it said 23 or a number in the 
twenties other than 22 so the offending number was ground off 
and a replacement number 2 pinned onto the blade in its place.  
This is supported by the fact that the contractors found the 
remains of the steel pins that had been used to fix the number 
in place. This number would have fallen off some time ago and 
had been replaced by painting a 2 on the flat plate.  We have 
manufactured a new 2 and affixed with stainless steel pins to 
return the finger to how it would have been when it was first 
erected.

Arranged by Westmorland & Furness Council, we have funded the 
cost of the repairs via our contractor “Signpost restoration Ltd”. to 
a fingerpost in Kirkby Stephen through our yearly heritage funds 
budget and the post has a really interesting history;

Kirkby Stephen and 
District Angling 

Association welcomes 
new members.

For full details see website: KSDAA.
Day and weekly tickets available from 
Hall’s newsagents, also from Fish Pal.



KIRKBY STEPHEN www.kirkby-stephen.com
Space to breathe, room to grow
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Wills & Probate    Lasting Powers of Attorney 

Buying & Selling Property    Commercial Property 

Agricultural Law    Divorce & Family Law 

Local Authority Child Care Proceedings 

 

Tel. 017683 47788 
info@gkmsolicitors.co.uk 

 
Unit 22, Kirkby Stephen Business Park CA17 4HT 

 

PET STOP

6 WALTONS YARD
MARKET SQUARE,

KIRKBY STEPHEN, CA17
4QT

MONDAY CLOSED
TUESDAY 09:00 - 17:30

WEDNESDAY 09:00 - 16:00 
THURSDAY CLOSED

FRIDAY 09:00 - 16:00
SATURDAY 09:00 - 16:00

SUNDAY CLOSED

PET STOP KIRKBY STEPHEN 

017683 71660

EVERYTHING YOUR PET NEEDS IN ONE PLACE  


