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How do you expect this community to survive. Common sense must prevail.  
We use this route often to visit our daughter  

. Install temporary 
slip roads at Junction 38 of the M6 to maintain access throughout the works. 

2. Install temporary 
slip roads at Junction 38 of the M6 to maintain access throughout the works. 
 
I work at Kirkby Stephen doctors, so if the road is shut for 4 years this will have a massive impact 
on the staff commuting to get to work. I It will also affect some of the patients getting to the 
surgery for their appointments. Therefore I think it would make sense to keep the road open by 
having a slip road. 

2. Install temporary slip roads 

4 year of upheaval is just not acceptable when there are options! 

4 years is a ridiculously long time to be cut off from passing traffic 

4 yrs - railways have completed Clifton bridge with only 3 weeks major disruption to road and rail 

4.10 pm Sunday there were 6 people in total in the 3 pubs in town centre. Pubs are struggling 
enough . This will kill at least one thoigh probably two . The same applies to cafes and shops. 
Charities will also suffer as the two charity shops will struggle. £3-£5 million os peanuts to a 
country of our stature. Am certain if this was a London constituency the slip road work would have 
begsn already.  

A 4 year closure is going to affect the area irreversibly.  

A considered and fully thought out solution is vital to support businesses and residents whilst the 
work is carried out.  

A detour would greatly impact my ability to care for my 94year old mother 

A lot of businesses will be destroyed  

A slip road is a must to support our rural communities  

A temporary slip with even restrictions would help businesses stay open 

Absolutely ludicrous to even think about cutting off rural communities for such a long period of 
time. This will have devastating consequences for the residents and businesses. Do the right thing 
and re-think. #buildasliproad  

Absolutely ridiculous. Shutting us off from the whole world, I attend Kendal college and do not like 
to use the backroads as I had an accident on there and don't like the condition of them, especially 
in poor weather (whole of winter). This is our only other way to places if there is a car accident on 
the A66 which happens often and it is an extreme health hazard due to lack of emergency services 
access. Accident happen often on this road and having no access for emergency service means 
people will die and you will be responsible.  

Access needs to be maintained on and off the Junction to allow businesses to survive  

Access required to a holiday home  

Access to M6 is vital to local businesses and residents. Access is also essential on the road and 
bridge to Kendal. I know the work has to be done but in country areas alternative routes lead to 
very long diversions, often very challenging in winter months. 

Access to the M6 as well as the A685 to Kendal is essential for our local communities and the 
wellbeing of our residents. To cut us all off for four years is simply unthinkable. 

Access to the M6 at Junction 38 is vital to the local community throughout the planned work 
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Access to the M6 is needed to commute to work daily and for customers and deliveries to reach 
our community  

Access to the M6 is so important to all local people who work, have children, run their own 
businesses and need doctors and possibly even emergency services. It is a long detour through 
villages with weight limits which would limit access to many. In the winter months the fell roads 
can be closed for days and then what would happen? 

Additional thoughts. 1). We have a famous photograph of strings of lorries stuck on the fell in the 
snow on the A6 on the ascent from Kendal to Shap, I can't believe you are thinking of routing traffic 
through that area in winter! 2). The sound of traffic, especially heavy lorries, through Shap 
overnight can be overwhelming, we can manage for a night, even a weekend, but 4 years? 

Affect my route to work !  

Agreed, there should be the provision of temporary slip roads at M6 Junction 38, ensuring ongoing 
access to both the A685 and M6 at Tebay during the four-year programme to replace all seven 
bridge decks on the M6 in the Tebay Gorge between 2027 and 2031.  

All our business in our town is going to suffer due to no passing trade. Lots of people are going to 
loose their jobs.  

All the independent businesses will suffer and lose their business if this plan goes ahead. Kirkby 
Stephen will become a ghost town.  
We are pensioners and will struggle to visit our granddaughter and great-granddaughter who live in 
Kirkby Stephen.  

Alternative access routes must be provided and prepared prior to work beginning to ensure access 
for all types of traffic. 

Although I am not a Kirkby Stephen resident , I visit several times a year and I am keen to support 
this petition and the local businesses in the town .  

Although the work needs doing it is totally unacceptable to cut off the town’s & villages in the area 
for 4 years..what happens when someone needs to go to hospital by ambulance, a detour could 
cost precious time & lives.  

Although we only visit the area to our caravan and this would cause inconvenience to us, I feel 
strongly for the locals and local businesses as how badly the closure will affect them. Therefore 
request an alternative plan be put into place. Thank you  

An absolute joke that the government think this is an acceptable plan.  

An alternative needs to be found. It’s a cost of living crisis and local trade struggles at the best of 
times. This would lead to more people moving under the poverty line 

As a frequent traveller from and to Appleby from Westhoughton the closure of the junction would 
be a major problem for me. 

As a frequent traveller to Pennine View Caravan Park in Kirkby Stephen, my journey would be 
increased enormously, there must be an alternative to completely closing junction 38 

As a frequent visitor to Tebay I am extremely concerned about the impact on this lovely village and 
its inhabitants ( both permanent and 2nd home owners who contribute to the local economy). 
Tebay is already on the edge as regards local facilities and this proposed disruption can only make 
things worse. 

As a frequent visitor to Tebay I am extremely concerned about the impact on this lovely village and 
its inhabitants ( both permanent and 2nd home owners who contribute to the local economy). 
Tebay is already on the edge as regards local facilities and this proposed disruption can only make 
things worse. 

As a frequent visitor to this area we understand the economic consequences of blocking this exit 
from M6 .  

As a full time employee, the closure will have detrimental impact by adding a significant time onto 
my daily commute to Kendal and Barrow. This will both be costly, and no doubt will impact my 
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wellbeing through affecting my work life balance over such a significant period of time. I hope an 
alternative can be considered, such as a slip road. There are relatively few young families in the 
area. It would be a shame such a scheme could affect this even more through the impact it will 
cause.  

As a parent of children who do a lot of team sport (one of them at national level) I am very 
concerned that the closure of the junction will lead to missed opportunities. This is an already very 
isolated rural community, and it risks becoming cut off to a degree that could affect mental health 
and life outcomes in addition to obvious effects on local buisinesses.  

As a priest with a pastoral role it's imperative that I am able to travel safely and without restrictions 
to be able to fulfil my ministry. Sometimes that involves travel outsied of my area and I am 
concerned, not only about the closures, but that impact that will have on our local traffic and 
communities. 

As a regular traveller to the North East, I need to be able to leave the M6 at Tebay 

As a regular visitor to the Lake District, this will harm our commute and will reduce our visits, 
thereby lowering our financial contribution to local companies. 

As a self employed person, this closure would have a huge impact on my business  

As a small business I rely on using Junction 38 for travel to events, long detours would be 
detrimental in time and cost to my business.  
I am also concerned for my families safety should any of us require Kendal or Lancaster hospitals.  

As a small business operating across the whole affected area I have serious concerns about the 
impact on the local community and economy.  

As a truck driver who frequently uses the M6 heading both north and south, closing access to a 
much needed truck stop that has better facilities and parking than you can find at any motorway 
services is not only detrimental to the local businesses but also puts truck drivers at risk at not 
being able to stop for their required breaks. This is a typical "pencil pusher" case where they don't 
think about the ramifications that this would cause.  

As a young person grown up in Kirkby Stephen I can see the massive impact this will have on the 
town and individuals for years to come. 

As I have to travel up and down the M6 via tebay to get to my family in Brough, coming from 
Manchester, not being able to use the slip road could add an extra hour onto my journey as I would 
have to continue up to penrith to then turn back on myself and come another half an hour (or more 
with the added traffic!) back to Brough. Additionally, the increased traffic that would end up using 
the A66 will surely put a stop to any of the vital works needed to upgrade that road? This does not 
appear to have been thought through at all and Highways should publicly illustrate their research 
into why they think this is necessary, other than a “we looked into it and it’s fine” comment on their 
website 

As per the petition 

As someone who frequently travels up and down the M6 and has family close to junction 38 I am 
keen to voice my concerns re the impact of these works on my families livelihood and long term 
accessibility.  

As someone who travels down a66 regularly for work it is important that small businesses and 
cafes do not miss out on the income from people coming in. Roadworks should be done in a way 
to ensure all businesses can still be accessed  

As someone who travels up and down the M6 regularly and has family just off junction 38 I am 
keen to voice my concerns about the impact of these works on their livelihoods and accessibility to 
nearby towns and communities. This is already a remote location. Without the M6 and easy access 
to Carlisle, Penrith and other towns it’s a worrying time for these people.  

As someone who uses this junction on a weekly basis this is absolutely insane and provisions 
need to be put in place to allow access to and from the motorway here. 
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Assess from the M6 will be needed for local residents and to keep the community and shops (that 
heavily rely on trade from visitors to the region) of towns such as Kirkby Stephen open. Failure to 
do so will destroy these market towns and have a heavy long lasting negative impact on the local 
communities. 

Autumn Sheep sales at Kirkby Stephen will be difficult to access with the junction closed It is 
bound to have a negative effect on local business  

Better and practical options should be sought by highways without the disruption to towns and 
there businesses. 

Big problem to see family  

Build a temporary slip road  

Build a temporary slip road  

Businesses are struggling enough in these times without added pressures of no passing trade due 
to no access off M6 junction 38. 

Businesses in Kirkby Stephen and the surrounding villages rely on through traffic on the A685 for 
their survival. Current plans would be a disaster for them. It is existential. 

Closing J38 on the M6 will be catastrophic for the area.  

Closing J38 slip roads will be a disaster for the M6. With the A66 improvements coming soon, it 
will make Penrith an absolute bottleneck especially at M6 J40 and the Kemplay roundabout. 
Furthermore for people like me travelling from Lancaster to the NE our most convenient route is 
using J38 the A685 to A66 - without this we then have to travel further to J40 and use the already 
congested section of A66. This needs a major re think from National Highways. This will severely 
impact not just residents of Lancashire, Cumbria and County Durham who use the road but also 
people from further afield who are travelling east to west (and vice versa): 

Closing j38 we be devastating for all along the 685 

Closing junction 38 for so long makes life along the A685 very difficult. The railway bridge at 
Clifton was replaced impressively quickly, surely some way of carrying out the replacement with 
less disruption to road uses can be found. 

Closing Junction 38 for up to 4 years will be devastating for the wider community therefore all 
possible alternatives must be explored and the best implemented. 

Closing Junction 38 is going to have a devastating effect on our community  

Closing junction 38 of the M6 would have a detrimental impact on my work and private life, 
especially as I work frequently in Barrow in Furness and my office is based in Oxenholme. This 
would add significant travel time to my journey and additional carbon emissions. I would also like 
you take carbon emissions into consideration when doing any impact assessment as there will be 
an increase due to extended journeys. How do you plan on compensating local commuters and 
carbon off setting for the additional carbon emissions?  

Closing junction 38 on the M6 is madness many people rely on this junction  

Closing junction 38 will destroy our town force the closer of business and prevent people for 
travelling to work eles where  

Closing junction 38 will have a massive impact on local businesses, local people needing access to 
the motorway, access for medical reasons, this will isolate the town. Make a slip road to help the 
town and local people.  

Closing junction 38 will have a massive impact on our local community, not only the business 
within our area but also those who commute to work via junction 38 on a daily basis.  

Closing junction 38 would be devastating for the local area.  
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Closing junction 38 would impact hugely on both social traffic and heavy goods traffic. The local 
roads aren’t suitable to take the increase in traffic. The detours would cost hauliers and the public 
a huge amour in fuel and time  

Closing that junction for FOUR YEARS will force people to move house. There must be a way round 
it. 

Closing the junction completely will have a huge negative impact on local people travelling around 
and commuting and local businesses. 

Closing the junction for this length of time would be catastrophic for Kirkby Stephen high street 

Closing the junction is the action of a madman 

Closing the junction will have a huge detrimental effect on the Tebay locality. 

Closing the junction will negatively impact so many, this town relies on tourism. Many of the 
businesses are small, local, independently run and owned.  

Closing the junction would add a significant amount of time to surrounding residents commuting 
out of upper Eden as well as destroying the economic viability of local small businesses that rely 
on passing trade. 

Closing the junction would be totally unexceptable and would effect all local businesses and surely 
in this day and age it totally unnecessary. Businesses are struggling enough with the current labour 
government without this 

Closing the road will ruin the lives and livelihoods of countless residents of the surrounding area of 
the upper Eden valley  

Closing these slip roads will cause detrimental effects to locals in the Eden and surrounding area. 
It will affect people’s jobs, clogging up other smaller roads, causing lots of issues and disruption to 
local villages 

Closing this important junction wil make people’s journeys a near impossibility, the detour is crazy 
and completely walks over the impact of the disruption on supplies , emergency services and 
personal need to commute as required. The work could be done without closing the junction- 
people are more important. 

Closing this junction will cause substantial hardship for local businesses and families and have a 
hugely detrimental impact on road users with the increased traffic at J40 causing huge tailbacks 
onto the motorway, with the massively increased potential for accidents with lane 1 being 
stationary, or many more vehicles using smaller roads such as the A685 from Kendal/A683 from 
Sedbergh) to avoid a 45 mile detour  
For a short period it’s barely tolerable, but FOUR YEARS is beyond ridiculous  

Closing this junction would make travelling for work very difficult  

Closing this junctions affects my job 

Closing this road would have huge negative consequences on the community  

Closing this will make work communtes very challenging  

Closire will impact my travel times to schools in Penrith and Carlisle  

Closure of J38 for 4 years is unacceptable. National Highways must reconsider their decision. 

Closure of J38 will be detrimental to the local community causing disruption and financial hardship 
to many. Not just with the cost of extra journeys but the devastating impact on local businesses. 

Closure of Junction 38 of the M6 will cause major every day problems with travel to and from 
Kendal and beyond for many people, and where as a closure of a few days might be acceptable to 
close the Junction for Two years will cause unacceptable disruption for the whole area. 
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Closure of the junction will be a major disruption for local residents and families and put many 
businesses and farmers out of business for ever. They will not recover after a 4 year closure and 
the whole area will be impoverished.  

Closure of this motorway will cut off our access to nearest large supermarket retail shops and 
leisure facilities - we are already I annihilated rural area.. 4 years is just unthinkable  

Closure will cause major disruption and long detours. More consideration should be made for rural 
area closures in particular. 

Closure will cut off access to our home and destroy local business trade due to lengthy detour / 
diversion  

Closure will kill businesses in Kirkby Stephen.  

Closure will make it difficult to visit family in Keighley without taking a time consuming and 
difficult, circuitous route. 

Closure will significantly impact my ability to stay connected with my family. 

Common sense must prevail 

Common sense must prevail for the provision of a temporary slip road whilst these works are 
conducted.  

Communication with people who live and work in this area is essential ! Why haven’t you given all 
of us the chance. disaster will follow.  

Commute to work, it would add more 
Inconvenience and time to this.  

Completely unnecessary length of time, will affect day to day lives of people locally, not to mention 
the devastating impact on businesses along the Tebay to Brough road. 
As well as causing increased traffic on local narrow roads and the already overcrowded A66. 

Consent 

Consent 

Cutting off communities from each other without any thought for the businesses affected in the 
local community. There’s seriously not the option to allow the traffic flow through? Once we were 
the leaders of engineering in the world and now we can’t update a road junction without it taking 
five years and cutting off local communities with tourism based economies.  

Cutting off half of the Eden Valley is ridiculous for anyone needing to travel  

Definitely need to find a way to do this.. so many villages will be cut off with this road closure ! 

Devastating effect on our secure dog field as upto 50% trade potential to be lost, resulting in job 
losses for our staff 

Devastating to the whole community and economy of Kirkby Stephen and Upper Eden. Must find a 
way around this! 

Devestating to the local economy  

Disastrous for local people living in Tebay but needing to travel to work. Please consider the locals 
who will need to live their lives in turmoil for four years  

Do not close junction 

Do not close Junction 38 on the M6 as indicated. 

Do not close Tebay and its services while work goes on around the motorways. These businesses 
need to survive and travellers will need a good place to rest, eat and use the facilities. Disabled 
people, pensioners, children will all need a rest etc.  

Do not close us off from transport, it will kill our town dead 
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Do not cur off this whole community for 4 years! 

Do not cut us off !!!  

DO NOT SHUT THIS JUNCTION  

Doing this work without maintaining access at Junction 38 is 'A disaster for road users and our 
communities that must be challenged. Paul Richardson, Chairman. Kirkby Stephen Town Council) 
Install temporary slip roads at Junction 38 of the M6 to maintain access throughout the works. 
Living rurally has its positives, however one life saving positive will be removed if you continue with 
proposed plans. Don’t cut a life line to our community.  

Don’t close it think of the jobs bing efdected  

Don’t close junction 38 

Don’t close the junction 

Don’t destroy our town  

Don’t drive out our customers to our business they are essential to keep us in business x  

Don’t shut j38 locals depend on it  

Done  

Dreading the idea of our tiny one track byroad being used as a rat run from Roundthwaite to Orton 
or Shap - no matter how few days it might be.  

Eden Valley cannot afford to lose tourism and business due to restricted access, large detours and 
hold ups on minor roads.  

Engineering has just proved that a major bridge can be replaced in two weekends over the M6. 
Therefore it must be possible to sort an alternative to closure with either temporary sliproads or 
new bridges, and the work could be fulfilled a lot sooner than the proposed four years closure 
which will destroy many local businesses and jobs, plus extra expenditure for those that need to 
literally just get across the road. Common sense needs to prevail. 

Essential for access to elderly family in Kirkby Stephen 

Essential for my business  

every easter there's an incredible weekend involving vintage and classic vehicles that bring a lot of 
pleasure and income in with it i also use it if i'm going to the northeast as its about 50 miles shorter 
to get to scotch corner so in my opinion its vital to keep this route open 

Everyone in the Upper Eden Valley will be detrimentally affected.  

Fail to plan, plan to fail. Totally unacceptable approach by highways England.  

Far too long to have it shut for  

Find a solution that differs from ****ing up and destroying local communities.  

Find a way to keep the junction open both ways - you're at risk of destroying our family business.  

For everyone in the local area, businesses and residents, closing jct38 will be a NIGHTMARE 

For the sake of the rural community and people's livelihoods the junction has to be kept open. 

Four Year's closure of J38 on the M6 will devastate the economic and social fabric of the Eden 
Valley and have very adverse effects on individual and community health and wellbeing. There is 
an unusually high proportion of retired pensioners in this area who are very vulnerable to problems 
arising from inadequate road and transport systems. 
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Four years of mayhem, when usually the working day can be measured in low units- preposterous.  
Union influence/govt edict should be revisited and cost effectiveness of proper appropriate 
working day length be evaluated.  

From Firbank I use Junction 38 via Tebay to access the M6 for journeys to Keswick, the Rheged 
Centre and Penrith; Junction 38 also used to access the A685 via Tebay to get to Kirkby Stephen. 
Without this possibility I would be driving on other rural roads which will add to the traffic load on 
these roads. An impact assessment of Junction 38 closure for a period of four years is necessary 
and sensible. 

Full road closure will make running a small business very hard. The loss of earnings from people 
not passing through the area could potentially close down small pubs, restaurants and shops.  

Get this solved  

Has an economic impact study been done? Has the government calculated the losses of various 
tax revenues, income tax, corporation tax, VAT, and potential increases to welfare costs 

Has anybody really stopped to think of the effects this will have on locals and business. 
The people who gave this the go ahead probably have never been to the area. 
I know the bridges need complex work on them but this is our locals future at stake 

HGV driver who regularly uses Tebay J38 truckstop for both parking & diesel. Losing the slip roads 
would be poor planning by Highways on an already pressure job 

Hi, I work at tebay services. The closure of the M6 at junction 38 is going to have a huge impact on 
the business, as well as many more. It will also affect families incase of any redundancies. 
Resulting in 1000s of people unable to work, as well as 100,000s if not millions of people to 
struggle to commute across the country. 
 
I understand the procedure is very intense and has to be done. However, surely there is a much 
better way of going about it other than just shutting the motorway fullstop. 

Highways Agency need to develop a better plan. And if it needs more resources to implement it, 
then lobby the government for a budget increase. 

Highways need to look at the alternative J38 slip roads instead of closing J38 during the bridge 
replacements, not doing so will cause serious disruption to local & national traffic & adversely 
impact businesses, increase safety issues along the stretches of M6 affected by reduced lanes & 
at the J37 & J39 junctions.  

Hope this gets the backing to go ahead to do slip road. Kirkby needs people! 

I agree that access to J38 should be maintained, otherwise it would be disastrous to the local 
economy and to residents and travellers alike. 

I agree that access to Kirkby Stephen and surrounding area from J38 should be maintained. I 
regularly travel between Kirkby Stephen and Stockport and my journey would be seriously 
impacted if there is no access.  

I agree the closure would be a disaster. 
Recent weekend closure to replace the railway bridge highlights some of the safety issues with 
detours. 4 years!!! 

I agree to the partition  

I agree with the ideas put forward to the petition! Not only would it impact the towns close to the 
closure but would have an impact on me as I work in Lancaster and would take me a significantly 
longer time to get to work each day and may result in me having to look at a new job!  

I agree with this petition but I also think it will adversely affect people who want to travel north or 
south as well as those who want to go west of the M6. 

I am a business owner, with holiday guests and horseboxes arriving all through the year. Having 
that junction shut will massively affect my businesses as horseboxes coming from south M6 will 
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struggle to get through Sedbergh and thus have a massive diversion up to J40/A66 which will add 
to the journey time for their animals.  

I am a frequent visitor to the area and this would be catastrophic for locals and visitors  

I am a local tradesman and work around this area frequently by closing this junction it would have 
a massive affect on my business  

I am a local tradesman and work around this area frequently by closing this junction it would have 
a massive affect on my business  

I am a truck driver, and spend my weeks away, at 57 years old, it is essential that I am able to take 
care of myself with good food, sanitation and safe parking where I can have quality sleep. 
 
On the route up to Scotland, we lost Lockerbie truck stop, a few years ago, MSAs are busy, noisey 
and insecure, the wonderful staff at J38 truckstop add to make this one of the best truckstops in 
the UK. 
 
Cutting off this truckstop, would jeopardise many jobs, but also leave truckers relying more on 
Burgers and Greggs, or considering hanging up the keys, as we are increasibgly disregarded and 
under valued, ultimately seeing us leave the industry and threatening the supply chains, as we have 
seen already in recent years. 
 
I can only speak as one person, and my own interactions with this wonderful community, but this 
will be repeated for many others, who value this community, within their own life and work, to 
consider cutting off and creating an economic bloodbath for the livelihoods of this community, it is 
quite simply, a disgrace, that closure of this junction is even considered. 

I am against the closure of J38 to accommodate the proposed bridge improvements. J38 is an 
integral part of Westmorland & Furness rural and semi rural life in all its forms, be it social, 
financial, educational and emotional, for all ages and every walk of life. The rationale for the lack of 
financial transparency from Keir in partnership with National Highways does not hold water. There 
would be little risk to Keir given they've entered into what appears to be a symbiotic relationship 
with National Highways. Consequently this partnership, seemingly based on secrecy, will remain 
secure irrespective of any other business attempting to undercut Keirs quote for this work. A better 
question for the people affected and any judicial review should be "what advantages can National 
Highways expect from Keir, either from this job or indeed securing future work going forward". 
Maybe a FOI question on that could not legally be rolled into commercial in confidence response. 

I am against the closure of Junction 38 as local businesses rely on people coming off at this 
junction. The detour they would need to take would result in them not coming. Such a long closure 
would mean their trade will have gone elsewhere permanently even once reopened. We would hate 
to lose our local businesses. 

I am against the J38 closure and any diversion along Firbank will be an absolute disaster  

I am sole carer for my elderly father in Appleby. In order to visit him there are many occasions 
when I have to come off the M6 at junction 38 and travel from Tebay to Appleby. I am concerned 
about any diversions / detours would affect my ability to get to my father urgently in case of 
emergency. 

i can't believe the impact on the local rural community hasn't been considered x such a simple 
alternative to mitigate the closures would be invaluable  

I can’t believe you are seriously consideration closing this junction for so long. The impact on local 
residents, tourism and local businesses would be devastating, 

I cannot believe that this junction needs to be completely closed at all and definitely not for several 
years.  
There must be alternative options available but those planning the closure are just unwilling to foot 
the bill leaving local people and businesses to suffer inconvenience the financial consequences 
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which is unacceptable.  
Alternative routes or option must be implemented.  

I cannot believe this closure has even come to the table, local communities are already isolated & 
businesses in Kirkby stephen & local area rely on passing trade , people staying in the local area 
without these people this local area will be massively affected & will likely result in businesses 
closing and will devastate rural communities , I understand work needs carrying out but please 
look at alternatives  

I cannot comprehend how difficult it will be if there is no access to the M6 at Junction 38. All that 
we know and have actioned over the years is being wrenched from us and I fear the future. I am 
over 70 years old residing on the outskirts of Tebay over three decades and I fear myself and 
others will be impacted regarding hospital visits. I fear the diversions to access the M6 will be 
more difficult as they will be lengthy and on narrow rural roads. It is not a future I had envisaged in 
my later years.  

I commute this route regularly and the current proposals will cause great disturbance both in time 
and money  

I do not see any evidence of full consultation or impact assessment and also question the 
Government relationship with the delivery organisation which does not seem to be independent! 

I don't understand how this is being entertained nevermind having to petition against it.  

I drive for the county’s volunteer driver scheme and see at first hand how essential this junction is 
to access healthcare appointments around the county. Closure of this junction will increase client 
costs as well as adding hugely to their time travelling. We are already poorly served by public 
transport links without additional problems caused by impeding our road network! 

I drive through this junction every other weekend , it’s a vital route and shouldn’t be closed  

I find it quite farsical, that a main motorway junction needs to be closed, completely, to carry out 
the work required.  
 
I fully understand and appreciate that the bridges are @ the end of their life, and applaud the 
Highways Agency in their continuous work, monitoring and keeping the network safe.  
 
However, I find this decision, to close Junction 38, highly disappointing and it will 
Have a massive impact on, for the local people, and for the people that also pass through.  
 
I’m sure, and hopeful, that an agreement can be reached, that keeps it open, to a degree, to help all 
traffic moving, and the necessary works to be completed.  
 
That’s all. ૕ 

I find this very disturbing that Highways have thought out this closure plan and not considered the 
the villages,Towns that it affects of the individuals living in this area this needs to be addressed by 
the secretary of State before real harm is done. 

I frequently use the A685 and J38 to access Cumbria. I use businesses in the Brough/ Kirby 
Stephen/ Ravensworth/Tebay/Orton area. I'm not likely to use them if I am not travelling that way. 
So even if I don't need to actually cross the M6, I won't be in the area to spend money.  
It is vital to keep transport links open across the M6, even if they are a bit slow.  
For local residents, it is even more vital. They will not be able to look after livestock on the other 
side of closures, and it will possibly limit the marts they can sell stock at. It will be difficult to visit 
and support family and friends, who may be vulnerable, or access medical services, shopping 
towns etc. Businesses that need customers "travelling through" and tourists are going to have their 
livelihoods ruined. 
The minor roads in the area cannot take a lot of diverted traffic. 
So, It is vital to keep transport links open across the M6. 
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I fully support this petition to save our lovely town 

I grew up in Tebay and went to KSGS. The closures will have a massive impact on the community 
and local business and amenities 

I have a business in the Kirkby Stephen Town without the temporary slip road the town will not 
survive!!!  

I have family in Kirby Stephen and they would be extremely impacted by these plans, please take 
on the requests made in the petition to keep life moving for them!  

I have family living there,without slip roads it will be more difficult to reach them  

I have signed this on behalf of my elderly parents who live in Kirkby Stephen. I lived here for 40 yrs 
and this junction being open is very important. 

I have to have carers because im as I'm disabled abd they need j38 to access Kirkby Stephen and 
after COVID Kirkby Stephen is just recovering from lack of footfall in the town so closing the j38 
will kill the town again  

I live and work in tebay and surrounding areas, this severely affect my life  

I live at Tebay and work just north of Penrith, the junction closure is going to have a massive 
impact on my life 

I live in Firbank, Sedbergh and when there is a closure of the M6 and junction 38 the traffic along 
the Firbank Road (B6257) is greatly increased. It is mainly a single track road that is unsuitable for 
HGV’s. The road becomes gridlocked and blocked by traffic travelling down it both ways. This is 
usually because a HGV travelling in one direction meets another coming in the opposite direction. 
There is no room to turn around or reverse because of all the traffic behind. Residents then have to 
spend hours in resolving the problem as there are no authorities that respond. There are signs 
advising that the road is unsuitable for HGV’s but they are ignored. In places the road is in a poor 
state and there are several areas where it has subsided into the adjacent fields. Residents have 
been waiting for repairs for several years. 
Although there will be official diversions in place people will still use their satellite navigation 
systems to find alternative routes rather than use a long diversion route. 
My other concerns are about Sedbergh itself. Routes in and out of Sedbergh are restricted by 
narrow bridges and all have been damaged by HGV’s in the past. Signs are ignored coming from 
Junction 37 along theA684 that inform that the roads are unsuitable for HGV’s. The same applies 
to traffic coming from Kirkby Stephen and Junction 39 via the A683. 
 
  

I live in tebay 

I live in tebay  

I live in tebay, closing the slip roads will disrupt my family daily travel  

I live in Tebay, I am a CEO of a charity working with young people. Our offices are in West Cumbria 
and we support organisations throughout Cumbria. This plan will significantly impact on my travel 
to work and throughout Cumbria to support young people. 

I live on south road which is busy enough on any normal day. The recent weekend closures have 
brought a significant increase of speeding traffic through Kirkby Stephen. It's not safe when our 
houses are on the roadside. It's also a lot of congestion for a small town and a slip road would be 
beneficial for all. It would be a massive inconvenience for everyone involved. 

I might not live nearby but I travel and love to shop there 

I need access to hospitals and shops  

I object strongly to the possible 4 year closure of J38 because of the detrimental effect it will have 
on local businesses and the town generally.  
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I object to plans for closing Junction 38 on the M6 for four years. 
This closure would force residents of the Upper Eden and visitors to the region to take long detours 
on rural roads to reach destinations west of the M6.  
The detours experienced over the two weekends to replace the Clifton rail bridge caused chaos to 
the area, put undue pressure on the police force keeping the traffic flowing. This closure will be 
devastating for the local community, will close businesses and decimate the tourist population.  

I object to plans to close J38 of the M6 for up to 4 years as I live in Kelleth, approximately 3 miles 
from J38 and the closure will severely impact our ability to travel to family, hospital and other 
regular appointments in Kendal, Liverpool, Penrith, and Scotland, and for family and businesses to 
reach us. The adverse impact on all local residents and businesses is completely unacceptable 
and the provision of a temporary slip road is essential.  

I object to plans to close J38 of the M6 for up to 4 years because of its widespread adverse impact 
on our community, residents and businesses. I live in Kelleth approximately 3 miles from J38, and 
bought this property because of its proximity to J38, as I have regular commitments and family 
visits to and from Kendal, Penrith, Liverpool, Devon and Scotland. The closure of J38 will severely 
impact on my family and extended family. The provision of a temporary slip road is vital.  

I Object to the closure of junction 38 

I object to the closure of junction 38 and think that there should be further assessment of the 
effects and there should be temporary slip roads to maintain access to the to the m6 during the 
road works 

I object to the junction closure. This will cause traffic to divert down Firbank. Our lane is single 
track in places and unsuitable for motorway traffic. Previous M6 issues have caused gridlock and 
chaos on our lane. This is a farming community hence farmers need access to fields and livestock. 
Emergency services need access to residents. These access needs will not be met if the road is 
gridlocked as per previous experience.  

I object to the plan for closure  

I object to thr closure of the junction and agree with the 2 recommendations 

I only moved from Kirkby 5 years ago, but had lived there for most of my life. My family still reside 
there and I return to see them and for my work. I’m absolutely appalled that this is even a 
consideration.. The work by all that has gone into keeping this small town alive over the years is 
immense. With an already skeleton transport service in place, the town rely on the commute of 
people and the passing traffic trade for their business. This closure will have a massive ripple 
effect for all. The possibility of business closers, affecting families lives (including mine) and the 
whole future of the town. Or are you prepared to compensate for all their losses and metal well 
being!  

I own a business  

I own a static caravan near Appleby. Every effort must be made to keep junction 38 open to help all 
these fantastic businesses who employ local people from closing, would be devastating loss to 
locals and tourists who use these local businesses  

I regularly use junction 38 (typically twice a week) and closure of the junction will result in 
significantly longer and more difficult journeys. 

I regularly use Junction 38 to join the M6. Often stopping to use the facilities in Kirkby Stephen. 
I would like to see the installation of a temporary slip road at Jinction 38 to enable traffic to 
continue to join the M6 during the bridge repairs. 

I regularly visit family in Kirkby Stephen and this would affect my travel time and distance and 
would affect my close friends business that is based on Kirkby Stephen 

I regularly visit South Lakes from Darlington and always go A66 then through Kirkby Stephen to M6 
at J38 - without this route Kirkby Stephen will be cut off and so many businesses will fail. Please, 
please keep this junction open!  
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I regularly yes this junction and object to its closure. It will affect both locals and visitors and the 
local tourism 

I require the junction to remain open at all times to facilitate timely access to support my elderly 
parents.  

I run a Holiday let business and the effect of closing J38 would severely impact our business and 
livelihood and be devastating to the local community  

I run an art gallery which is heavily reliant on summer trade. A 4 year closure of access to the town 
would probably result in the closure of the gallery.  

I strongly agree that continued access to the M6 should be provided during the proposed works. It 
is a lifeline to our community for both personal and business use. Works should take place with 
minimal disruption and inconvenience to residents. 

I support the above petition  

I support the motion 

I support the petition calling for the building of slip roads for junction 38 during its closure. 

i support the pwtition 

I support this  

I support this petition 

I support this petition 

i think its really important to address this issue and feel if it was " down south " it would never have 
been an issue  

I think National Highways think we are in the middle of know where and don’t matter. WE DO! 

I think that closing junction 38 would have a catastrophic effect on locals and businesses in the 
area and would ruin Kirkby Stephen.  

I think this is apauling! There must be an alternative solution.  

I travel to the Manchester area at least once a week for work and to Sedbergh/Kirkby Lonsdale for 
junior coaching on a weekend. The closure of this junction will have a significant impact on my 
travel time. The closure will add an extra 1.5 hours of travel time in the week and 45minutes to my 
weekend travel. This makes travel almost impossible on some days if I want any possibly way to 
maintain a health work life balance and still be able to work my contracted hours. This closure will 
have a huge impact on my life and ability to work. There will also be increased traffic on small 
country roads between tebay and Kendal for 4 years, this will no doubt lead to more accidents and 
issues as the roads are not set up to be main commuter rds to these small villages and towns. The 
proposed closure is ridiculous for that duration of time and a temporary slip road if feasible should 
be installed, regardless of project cost. Or do the highways agency propose to pay us all for 
increased mileage and wear and tear on our vehicles and reimburse us for excess travel time 
caused by the 4 years closure? 

I travel to work every week day to Kendal, my mother to Penrith, my dad who travels everyday for 
work from Liverpool to Newcastle and my sister driving to Carlisle everyday. This is making us take 
long diversions before the long work days which everyone else will be doing so leaving even earlier 
for the traffic on said diversions. Not only this but having to travel on multiple diversion routes for 
facilities like our dentists, food shopping, pet appointments at the vets etc. this is just an example 
of one family not including the thousands of people that use junction 38 daily to go about their 
lives. I understand the work has to be done but surely there are other options than completely 
cutting us off  
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I travel up the M6 to jct 38 to visit my family in Kirby Stephen. They live on the main Road and I will 
not have direct access to them. This will add so much time onto my journey. Please install slip 
roads to make this task a lot easier. Kind regards 

I understand the bridges need fixing but slip roads would be an easy option to causing 
unnecessary disruption to a lot of lives  

I use J38 to commute to work at Lancaster and cannot afford the fuel, time or wear and tear on my 
car for 4 years due to long diversions . It ma mean my job is at risk!!! 
This is going to put lives at risk if emergency services cannot exit or access J38 to attend 
accidents, get to very sick patients and get them to hospital as well as kill the economy and 
businesses in the local community all the along the commuter belt from the A66 to the A685.  

I use Junction 38 to get to family in that area and a slip road would be best option  

I use this junction daily for work. Closure is likely to cause significant disruption and woukd 
adversely affect local businesses.  

I use this junction every day of the week for work, and often at weekends for socialising  

I use this junction every weekend to go to our caravan in Appleby. this would have a massive 
detrimental effect to our family who use the caravan as respite as we have 3 children with addition 
al needs and I myself have a disability  

I use this junction regularly for work 

I use this junction regularly to travel to my holiday home in Ormside near Appleby 

I use this junction regularly to visit my Daughter in Tynemouth and also visit friends in 
Middlesborough 

I use this junction to access my family which are there to help me with my mental health 

I use this junction to reach my destinations further south on an almost daily basis. Without it I 
would be forced to divert by approx 50 miles a day along the A66 which is undergoing road 
widening and subject to its own delays. This is an unacceptable increase in cost of both money 
and time, it is essential for our community that this junction is kept open in one form or another, 
without it businesses will fail and poverty will increase, we want the M6 to be made safe but not at 
this cost.We urge you to consult and come up with an acceptable plan, I am sure if it was around a 
major city a closure like this would not have been considered.  

I use this junction twice a day for work, closing it for such an unreasonable amount of time will 
cause massive disruption to mine and many others travel.  

I use this route to visit the southern lakes and my sister in Lancashire. Closing the junction would 
put more pressure on the already congested A66 which will be being upgraded and also be 
devastating for local businesses.  

I used to live there and junction 38 is very useful  

I visit family around that area very regularly and closing J38 would cause great inconvenience to 
me/residents on the detour routes.  

I was brought up in Orton near Tebay, know the area incredibly well and can imagine the impact 
that this closure is going to have on the local area. The impact demands further investigations into 
alternatives.  

I work and live in the area near junction 38 m6 and I often travel to Kendal.  
The proposal to close junction 38 will affect the business I work in as the passing trade from 
people travelling on a685 to m6 or Kendal simply won’t be there which will impact business sales, 
resulting in loss of income and possibly affecting my job. Also travelling to Kendal will be more 
challenging and costly as will add cost and time to my journey.  
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I work at Kirkby Stephen Grammar school alongside 5 other members of staff who live in Kendal 
who need to use 38 to get to work. Diversions through Sedbergh or along Appleby Road are not 
suitable especially in the long winter months. 

I work at Lyon Equipment at J38 Tebay. I hope it is kept open to help the businesses around that 
area to keep going. So we can all get to & from our work places .  

I work for the NHS and travel from Brough to Ulverston (an already 120 mile round trip) daily. The 
closure of the junction would mean that by the time I have dropped my child at school (already at 
breakfast club as early as possible) it would be physically impossible to get to work on time 
including the diversion which is unacceptable for 2 years. To then face a further diversion on my 
way home after a 12 hour shift is just unacceptable. Please reconsider this. I had to take annual 
leave during the weeks the roundabout was closed for resurfacing as I couldn’t get there on time, I 
can’t do this for 2 years!  

I work in Kendal and use J38 of the M6 on a regular basis. I am also a business owner and have an 
office in Kirkby Stephen. I am worried about the impact of clients visiting us. 

I work in Kendal so travel this route every day and it will be extremely disruptive to myself and my 
income  

I work in Tebay and the business relies heavily on passing traffic. 

I would strongly recommend to keep this junction open  

I yous this junction every week going to Kirkby Stephen and my caravan for weekend breaks to de 
stress . 

I’m a local business needing to use that juncty 

I'm a regular visitor to N-on-L. It would cause problems for me making my journey more difficult. 
The area in general would suffer, affecting businesses including the town of Kirkby Stephen. 

I’m concerned that an ‘independent assessment’ would not actually be independent, if organised 
by the party wishing to close the junction. Also, how long would the assessment take? I’m 
concerned that at the end of it, even if it proves the junction must be kept open, they just turn round 
and say ‘we haven’t got enough time now to plan a slip road’ 

I'm not against the work that needscyo be carried out on the motorway, but our community will be 
impacted in a very negative capacity if we don't have access to the motorway for 4 years. Its hard 
enough getting to a hospital, workplaces, shops, etc, without extremely long detours on small 
roads, that will become heavily congested with all the extra traffic.  

I’m signing this petition because the planned long-term closure of the M6 Junction 38 will have a 
severe impact on local communities, businesses, and travel through the area. This junction is a 
vital link for Tebay, Kirkby Stephen and the surrounding villages, and closing it completely would 
isolate residents and harm local livelihoods. I strongly support the proposal for temporary slip 
roads to be included, allowing the junction to remain open during the works. 

I'm the local milkman, my delivery comes 3 times a week from Morecambe. This will end up with 
me incurring extra delivery charges in an already very challenging time!!! 

If entry to the motorway is closed I will be unable to commute to work without a massive diversion. 
Which will take longer and add costs Are the highways agency/ national rail going to compensate 
local people ? The closure of junctions 38-40 proves the incompetence of the diversions. Permit 
that was not worth the paper it was printed on. Locals having do take unreasonable diversions  

If J38 is closed for 4 years it is going to have a catastrophic effect on any business in our area . 
Keep it open … do temporary slip roads .  

If motorway traffic begins to follow local traffic then Firbank road will become a nightmare for 
residents . Very often after accidents on the motorway the traffic finds its way down our very 
narrow road . This has caused so much chaos and stress for families who live on the Firbank road 
trying to get on with their lives . We have numerous farms who have land on either side of this 
stretch of road so often animals are on the road . Farm traffic especially in the summer months 
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with farmers getting their essential crops cut. 
Personally our house is less than 10yards from the road . I have horses and dogs that I walk and 
hack up our road . Usually a pleasant experience but this will stop all these activities. The last time 
there was an issue the road was totally blocked with a lorry toll 9pm at night . Myself and a 
neighbour were at the ending Firbank trying to turn Lorrie’s back . I rang highways and the police 
and was not offered any support . The next day I collected 4 empty wine bottles , two bottles of 
urine and a carrier bag full of rubbish from the stretch of Firbank by my house to the church . Less 
than half a mile .  
This is going to cause so much unnecessary stress . 

If the council don't do this the risk to all local businesses is huge. I really can't believe a petition is 
needed. Local government should know this already!!! Just goes to show how out of touch they are 
with Local business and people who work in the area. As an articulated lorry driver the impact on 
haulage which by the way keeps the country working in all our day-to-day lives is devastating. 
Waken up please Local government and those in charge of this operation. For once prove to Local 
people you actually have half an idea of what's going on  

If the junction closure goes ahead the town will have to cut back on staff or even close shops 
down.  

If the slip roads are not kept open during the 4 years it is going to take to get the bridges 
replaced,the effect on the local community will be devastating as the alternative roads are not fit to 
use 

If there is an accident on A66 westbound and it’s closed eastbound due to poor weather, this 
happens often. We would then have NO access to anywhere or any services such as hospitals  

If they can remove and reinstall a railway bridge in two weekends then the same can be done with 
the motorway bridges 

If this closes it will be much more difficult for me to visit my elderly parents in Kirkby Stephen  

If this was jct 38 on the M25, any closure would not be contemplated. I’m hopeful that the 
highways engineers can design a temporary slip road solution so drivers can continue to access 
the M6 both North & South. 

If this was not a rural community it would never have been considered. The local economies within 
20-30 miles of J38 will be decimated. Hospitality industries will be hit worse than through COVID. 
The health and safety of all local residents will be put at risk due to access and extended travelling 
times for emergency services. The education of many children will be affected through longer 
journey times to school. The local infrastructure especially for emergency services is not fit for 
purpose for this works and because we are small communities our voices are not being heard 

If this was to go ahead, our town would become a ghost town and many of the independent 
businesses would not survive. 

im seriously having to look for a different job because the closure of J38 both North and South 
makes my job untenable! As I cover the south east quarter region of Cumbria giving energy advice 
to people in need on behalf of a local charity Future Proof Cumbria and go both north and south at 
J38. The diversions mileage and extended working hours by travelling via the alternative routes will 
mean I no longer earn above minimum wage. 

Imperative to keep access open during this repare/replacement work 

In an area struggling with infrastructure inefficiency, however beneficial this project will be, the 
current plan whilst the upgrade occurs will be an unmanageably heavy burden on the local people 
and supporting infrastructure. Please think again.  

In what world is the closure of an entire motorway junction for four years an acceptable proposal? 
There must have been a good reason for putting it there in the first place; has this reason been 
overtaken by events which could now allow a complete closure of the junction for two years in 
either direction? I doubt it 

Inconvenience  
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Inconvenience  

Install temporary 
slip roads at Junction 38 of the M6 to maintain access throughout the works. 

Install temporary roads at Junction 38 

Install temporary slip road for jct38! How are people from Tebay other surrounding villages 
supposed to access their homes without a extremely long diversion? 

Install temporary slip roads 

Install temporary slip roads at junction 38 of the M6 

It can’t be true that you are really planning to close taxes to M6 & A685 from Tebay?? Hundreds of 
us need these routes DAILY!  

It is disgraceful to just expect a community to manage for FOUR YEARS. If this is the best that Kier 
can offer it is time to open the works up to tender to try to find a company who would be more 
competent. It would be an outrage to agree to something which would be so detrimental to a whole 
community to favour one business. This shows a lack of understanding and respect to a whole 
community - a company may do this but it's government should not! 

It is essential that an independent assessment is carried out and that temporary slip roads are 
installed. The impact on rural roads needs to be lessened. 

It is essential that temporary slip roads are built at Junction 38 of the M6 to enable locals and 
visitors access to Tebay and the A685. Without this, the minor roads in the area will be 
overwhelmed with traffic and local businesses will suffer . Four years is too long to close this 
critical road system without an adequate temporary solution offered by the temporary slip roads. 

It is essential to build slip roads at J38 to prevent it’s closure.  
The disruption to residents, and financial loss to businesses will be massive.  
The additional time taken for emergency services to reach patients will result in loss of life.  

It is imperative that these issue are addressed for our communities. 
Not to do so would totally lacking  
in forethought.  

It is imperative that items 1and 2 be implemented during the closure of the M6 to enable local 
business to survive when the closures, without this are in place. 
 
The additional cost to do this is insignificant, compared to the loss of revenue to business, the 
extra costings on the farming community due to detours, and additional journey times to the 
community caused by diversion routes. 

It is imperative that this junction is subject to the minimum delay to traffic flow during construction 
of the new bridge. Having attended a presentation on this project it was apparent that no factual 
information on displacement of traffic to minor roads and impact on local road users had been 
carried out, or was forthcoming.  
No provision for traffic to use temporary slip roads to access M6 via J 38 was even considered as 
an alternative. The lifespan of the new road decking of 120 years is good but when you take into 
account the projected lifespan of the original supports, which are in no way being modified of 60 
years, this needs to be addressed now. 
Therefore I support the above points 1 and 2 
David Farr 

It is important, in fact vital, that you keep Junction 38 open. To do otherwise will potentially destroy 
the businesses in our local town plus all the jobs that will be lost at Junction 38 services.  

It is of huge concern that if junction 38 is closed for substantial period that the local communities 
and shops/ retail/ cafes/ pubs/ restaurants will all suffer substantially by no passing trade and 
they will close and towns and villages will die 
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It is so important for this to stay open for businesses and livelihoods  

It is totally unnecessary to close the junction for such a long period. A temporary way round must 
be created, it’s ridiculous that anything should take that long anyway.  

It is vital for the town of Kirkby Stephen and surrounding communities that J38 remains open 
during the bridge work on the M6 

It is vitally for the local communities and the local economy that junction 38 is maintained during 
the roadworks 

It makes visiting that area impossible! Ridiculous! My elderly brothers live there. I’m so worried 
about access! 

It needs to be kept open 

It needs to be kept open for ongoing access  

It NEEDS to stay open for the businesses and for the village as it will be an absolute joke if it’s shut 
we might not have jobs by the end of it 

It very important that junction 38 had a temporary slip road, so not to destroy the local area. 

It will be a disaster for both local people and businesses if the proposed works go ahead. 

It will be disastrous for locals and the local economy. Please reconsider. 

It will make life very difficult for anyone living in Kirkby stephen and also will ruin businesses and 
their trade  

It would be a disaster for the local area for this to go ahead for such a long period of time. Causing 
longer journeys and therfore more fuel usage, upkeep of other roads due to continued use which 
would be more money needed to keep them in good use.  

It would be devastating to the area for a temporary slip road not to be made I make regular trips to 
care for my disabled mother at Kirkby Stephen and use the motorway for a quick route there and 
this would be very inconvenient not to be able to use the slip road also devastating for the 
businesses in the area. Many will struggle with not having the passing traffic come through and 
will be forced to shut which should not happen  

It would have a serious impact on 
Communities but most of all it would  
Be a very Serious problems for the Emergency services accessing our  
Community ie Ambulances to Hospitals  

It would have huge effects on our business and my wife’s job who would have to do extra miles per 
day as a result of it closing  

It’s a crazy idea to close junction 38 for so long. Whoever thought this was a good idea should be 
sacked.  

It’s a vital transport network for my business in Appleby, for my family to connect and tourists 
/visitors to the area and I really hope you will consider an alternative to isolating an already rural 
community by giving us some sort of access plan. 

It’s an essential junction, please let it remain open, it will affect rural communities hugely if closed 

It’s awful that the Service stations at Tebay and M6 will lose so much money during 4 years and 
that there’s no compensation. 

It's essential to keep access in both directions at J38. At Fell and Dale Cars (Tebay) we are already 
seeking new premises due to the access difficulties both ourselves and our customers will face. 4 
years of disruption is completely unacceptable. 

It's essential to keep access in both directions at J38. My work depends on it. 

it’s imperative that this junction remains open throughout the necessary works. 
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It's needs a sensible solution to help elevate peoples requirements.  

It's rather difficult to believe that the local authority, Highways England and the contractors are 
EVEN suggesting a 4 year closure - is there a precedent anywhere in the world? Please consult 
engineers in other countries: even Italy has managed to rebuild the Morandi Bridge in Genoa city 
centre in half the time. UK is now a struggling country (in many ways) but surely you can do better? 
Honestly... 

It's totally unacceptable to restrict access in anything other than the overnight period  

It's unthinkable that Junction 38 should be closed without an alternative provision  

It’s vital to our journey to have junction open 

Its essential for all access is maintained. 

J38 must not be closed for more than a few days. This is a vital junction for communities and 
businesses in this area. Temporary access must be provided. 

J38 serves as a vital route for emergency services to our rural communities so as well as local 
businesses going under lives may also be put at risk 

Junction 38 is essential for both business and personal reasons for everyone in this vicinity, 
Closure will also result in small side roads and villages getting too much traffic as drivers try to get 
to other junctions 

Junction 38 access from M6 is essential to us for business and family in Kirkby Stephen. 

Junction 38 does not just serve a handful of local residents to the area, the A685 which passes 
through Kirkby Stephen and leads to Junction 38 ties in two of the main roads in the North - the 
A66 to the M6. Kirkby Stephen is a thriving town due to the passing traffic who also use Junction 
38. To suggest that a community (and it's passing traffic) can be just expected to manage for 
FOUR YEARS is an outrage and shows a total lack of understanding of the area and those who live 
in it. It is time that the work went out to TENDER to find a business who is willing to research what 
the area needs and aim to come up with a plan that works for everyone. This lack of research 
combined with a self-belief that Kier can do what they want for how long they want would suggest 
to me that the rest of the job will be as incompetent as the planning of it has been! This is a total 
DISGRACE!  

Junction 38 is a key lifeline for our community. To be deprived of this access point will severely 
impact on our local economy not only with regard to operating agricultural activities but also 
decreasing the tourist economy of the area. As a result the sustainability of Kirkby Stephen as a 
vibrant market town will suffer.  
Further, I have seen no evidence that appropriate impact assessments have been undertaken 
relating to extended response times upon the emergency and social services from these closures.  
If such works are required ( and I understand that these structures were designed with an expected 
lifespan of 120 years ) then they should be planned on the basis of 24 hour working patterns.  

Junction 38 is an essential access point for Kirkby Stephen. Closing this junction for an extended 
period would be catastrophic for the town.  

Junction 38 needs to stay open. 

Junction closure will affect my commute to work (key worker NHS) and cause great detriment to 
the local area in increased waiting times for emergency services  

Junction closure will affect my commute to work (key worker NHS) and cause great detriment to 
the local area in increased waiting times for emergency services  

Just because there isn’t a town next to this junction doesn’t mean to say that there won’t be 
thousands of people affected by this closure. This junction is a vital link in this community and 
would greatly affect the day-to-day life of those living here.  
Although I no longer live in the immediate vicinity of this junction, I did used to reside in this area 
and have many friends and family who still do. There are so many small businesses who rely on 
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the Junction for deliveries, transportation, tourists and trade.. The closure of this junction will bring 
much hardship to the community . How is this not being recognised??  
Surely a temporary resolution could be found. 

Keep access open it is needed for everyday access 

Keep access open please for the community survival  

Keep it open  

Keep it open  

Keep it open please 🙏  

Keep J 38 open during the roadworks 

Keep J36 open please. 

Keep J38 M6 OPEN!! to maintain access during the Works.  

Keep J38 open 

Keep Junction 38 open 

Keep junction 38 open 

Keep junction 38 open 

Keep junction 38 open 

Keep Junction 38 open , local communities will be greatly impacted loss of jobs and huge financial 
impact on the residents  

keep Junction 38 open during the roadworks on the M6 from 2027 to 2031 

Keep junction 38 open for business , tourism , emergency services, local  

Keep Junction 38 open: Severing our beautiful town and it’s community will be disastrous. Please 
listen to the people who live and work here and whose lives will be hugely impacted by this horrible 
plan.  

Keep junction 38 open! So many LOCAL people will be affected by this!  

Keep junction 38 open.  

Keep junction open it's essential  

Keep Kirkby Stephen alive it will kill our local trade it will be a ghost town  

Keep open 

Keep open as vital for us hgv drivers 

Keep temporary access open at junction 38 

Keep the junction open 

Keeping access to junction 38 is vital for residents and businesses in a part of the country that is 
already fairly isolated  

Keeping junction 38M6 is crucial for the survival of small businesses in the surrounding areas. It is 
also vital for rural familles to stay connected. 

Kirby Stephen is vital for our family. Please keep the Tebay junction open 

Kirkby stephen 
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Kirkby stephen 

Kirkby Stephen businesses need Junction 38 kept open during the works 

Kirkby Stephen is a bottle neck at the best of times and the closure of J38 would create a 
nightmare for local people dealing with the “ rat run” between A66 and M6. Impatience creates risk 
and speed limits get broken. 

Kirkby Stephen shops will die if this is closed  

Let’s give small business a consideration, it’s hard enough without people thinking of the effects 

Listen to the community build a slip road and everyone will be happy 

Live and work in Tebay, need to keep the junction open 

Live and work in Tebay. There will be lots of areas in Cumbria including the Lakes that will be 
affected. Tourism will suffer and businesses lost. 

Live and work in Tebay. we have to keep Junction 38 open for the surrounding communities to 
survive. 

Local shops such as Kirkby Stephen’s Spar & Co-op are supplied by lorries which use the M6 jct 38, 
so if they have to divert that could add to their costs which might be passed on to customers in the 
form of higher prices, or perhaps suppliers may opt to deliver less frequently leading to shortages 
in those shops. 

Locals need it be remain open ! 

Locals need junction 38 to stay open it will be a very long detour and also not good for the 
businesses.  

Locals, business's, deliveries, HGV, commuters, emergency services and tourists need this junction 
to stay open to avoid a very time consuming diversion adding more traffic to the A66. See some 
sense, please. 

Look to the 2-weekends road closure for replacing a bridge carrying the west coast mainline for 
how to do this properly. You could have had an extra £500k if it wasn't wasted on blocking up and 
then unblocking Musgrave Bridge a few years back!  

Ludicrous idea  

Major impact on my daughters job having to do extra miles per day and my farm business  

Make a slip road  

Make a slip road!!!!  

Me and my wife work at penrith and surrounding area. This would directly impact our daily lives. 
J38 must remain open.  

More consultations must be done, this will have a massive impact on our town and others .  

More discussions needs to take place on alternative plans.  

More open discussion needs to be had about this as the long term effects of this road closure 
needs to be taken into account 

More thought is needed - can’t just close the junction. 

Must install temporary slip roads at J38 

My 83 mother needs my visit in Liverpool, I need this to stay open to get there  

My daughter and 2yr old grandchild live in Kirby Stephen and it would have a MASSIVE impact on 
my ability to support my daughter and grandson. 
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My daughter and grand children live in Wales so we use junction 38 aswell as having trips to 
Lancaster and Kendal hospitals we need this junction to stay open PLEASE  

my daughter is due to start study at Kendall College, not only will this closure adversely affect her 
(along with numerous other students from this area) education and future prospects it will also 
make force her college bus to take a more dangerous route, especially in winter, rather than the 
motorway. 

My daughter lives at Tebay and has just had a baby so this will cut off her access and life line  

My daughter lives in Tebay. You would be cutting off her lifeline if you close this junction  

My husband and I own a freehouse public house in Kirkby Stephen. We have lovely loyal local 
customers but we rely heavily on passing trade and tourists visiting the town. We could not survive 
with local trade only. Margins are tight as it is. We currently employ four members of staff. We 
have deliveries from breweries and food wholesalers that need access via the M6. They may say it 
will be too expensive to take longer routes and we will lose supply and they will lose trade. If 
takings reduce significantly, our staff’s jobs are at risk and our livelihood also. Surely something 
can be built to ensure access to A685 from the M6. So many people rely on it to get from the M6 to 
A66 travelling west to east and visa versa. Lots of people commute from the town for work & 
education- what about them? We anticipate people selling up and moving nearer to their place of 
work or their children’s schools and colleges. House prices could fall if the town no longer attracts 
people who need to travel for work. If the closure of the junction goes ahead for four years, people 
will lose businesses especially in the retail and hospitality sectors as many are hanging on by a 
thread as it is. This is a death sentence to the community being able to live well and thrive in Kirkby 
Stephen. Please do something about it. Jenny & Kevin Oates The Taggy Man. Kirkby Stephen.  

My husband and I own a freehouse public house in Kirkby Stephen. We have lovely loyal local 
customers but we rely heavily on passing trade and tourists visiting the town. We could not survive 
with local trade only. Margins are tight as it is. We currently employ four members of staff. We 
have deliveries from breweries and food wholesalers that need access via the M6. They may say it 
will be too expensive to take longer routes and we will lose supply and they will lose trade. If 
takings reduce significantly, our staff’s jobs are at risk and our livelihood also. Surely something 
can be built to ensure access to A685 from the M6. So many people rely on it to get from the M6 to 
A66 travelling west to east and visa versa. Lots of people commute from the town for work & 
education- what about them? We anticipate people selling up and moving nearer to their place of 
work or their children’s schools and colleges. House prices could fall if the town no longer attracts 
people who need to travel for work. If the closure of the junction goes ahead for four years, people 
will lose businesses especially in the retail and hospitality sectors as many are hanging on by a 
thread as it is. This is a death sentence to the community being able to live well and thrive in Kirkby 
Stephen. Please do something about it. Jenny & Kevin Oates The Taggy Man. Kirkby Stephen.  

My husband is buried in Tebay church yard. He was the Tebay Policeman from 1976 until he retired 
in 1999.. We were part of a close community and participated in all village life including his 
membership of The Royal British Legion, my involvement in Tebay Brownies and my term as a 
parish councillor. Both our daughters were schooled in Tebay primary school and later Kirkby 
Stephen Grammar school and we lived in the village for over twenty years. My husband died in 
2002 and I visit his grave regularly .I know how badly affected Tebay and surrounding areas will be 
if access to junction at Tebay is made difficult . Please consider making access to the area easier 
to visit and also consider what damage it will cause to local businesses and the population of 
surrounding areas.  

My partner lives in Tebay  

My second home is off this junction and we need access so please make this happen 🙏 

My young daughter has a medical condition where we need to attend hospital at Lancaster quite 
regularly, at times a+e. Longer diversions if this junction were to be closed would make this 
stressful at an already worrying time.  
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My youngest daughter (she's a lone parent) and 2 yr old grandson live in Kirby Stephen and I am 
her only support. Closing the M6 access at Tebay would massively affect my ability to travel to 
support her which would also severely affect her mental health.  

Necessary  

Need access for regular visiting in Tebay via M6 

Need access to get into Tebay via the m6 

Need access to Jct 38 during roadworks. Traffic and detour will be excessive going all the way to 
Penrith and affect local businesses as a through route for lots of travellers.  

Need to keep the junction open no consideration for local people  

Need to put a slip road in do that we can all benifit  

Need tourists for job security  

Needed open for our farm business but also for my job/commute to work  

Needs to be open it’s a terrible inconvenience otherwise and the poor businesss will suffer and 
close down then we are hit twice 

Network rail managed to build their bridge next to the site and slide it into place over 2 weekends. 
Why is this not possible for road bridges? 

No discussion on closures - arrogant approach by National Highways and Keir  

Not a great idea to close J38 for any length of time!  

Not currently living in UK but frequently visit Kirkby Stephen. The amount of commuter traffic going 
through KS needs a proper access road in place to prevent extra delays, congestion and pollution. 

Not exactly local but I do use J38 frequently. This work needs a sanity check. 

Not having a slip road at j38 is not viable for the local economy and employment and hugely 
disruptive to comuters and the devastating for the surrounding villages  

Not maintaining access to the M6 and A685 is a disastrous measure and demonstrates lack of 
knowledge of the area and the importance of the junction to infrastructure, commerce and industry 
in the area.  

Not okay  

Not only will it effect businesses but it will have a substantial impact on people like myself and my 
husband who work and rely on those junctions to get there. It will add extra fuel costs when prices 
are already high and will add at least half an hour a day on to what ia already a twelve hour working 
day. 

Not only will this have a devastating impact on my town but my home life and family. My husband 
commutes to Lancaster, the diversion and extra time needed will not only add to his time for 
travelling but to other drivers as well which could lead to serious accidents if tired.  

Object to closing the junction, it will be detrimental to the businesses and economy of the Town 

Obviously temporary slip roads need to be built. 

Of course the work must be done but the timing and the plan seems absurd. There must be a 
better way.  

Once again rural communities given no thought what so ever. Disgraceful attitude. 

Our business depends on the junction being open  

Our local business will suffer. KEEP J38 OPEN  
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Our local businesses need access to remain open.  
It will also be very inconvenient for residents needing to travel on M6. 
Kendal & Carlisle hospitals are far enough away, without lengthy detours.  

Our local shops and. Businesses rely on passing tourism. It’s essential that access to and from 
junction 38 is maintsinrf  

Our local shops and. Businesses rely on passing tourism. It’s essential that access to and from 
junction 38 is maintsinrf  

Our local shops and. Businesses rely on passing tourism. It’s essential that access to and from 
junction 38 is maintsinrf  

Our town and community rely heavily on passing trade from the M6 especially for the auction mart. 
Much of the livestock traded through the mart travel via junction 38 as do customers. This could 
increase the travelling time for many animals. 

Our town needs tourists passing through... 
Business's will suffer 

People’s livelihoods are at stake here 

Petition: We the 
undersigned object to plans for closing Junction 38 on the M6 for four years. 
This closure would force residents of the Upper Eden and visitors to the region 
to take long detours on rural roads to reach destinations west of the M6. 

Plan better for people  

Please allow a temporary slip road, Kirkby Stephen Businesses, including those in the surrounding 
countryside will be drastically affected. My holiday lets receive 70% of their customers come to us 
via that junction, many of them go to the wedding venue next door to me. My husband travels 
down the M6 twice a week to clients using that junction. Many tourists travel to kirkby stephen on 
the way to the lake district and spend money in our shops and pubs. There are often coaches that 
stop in the town. I fear for amount of customers lost if this were to close.  

Please arrange temporary access to junction 38 on the M6. Failure to incorporate this into the 
roadwork planning would result in total isolation for Kirby Stephen and surrounding communities. 
Businesses and the public in this area are struggling and if access was denied I feel that this would 
finish off an area we all love.  

PLEASE carry out an independent assessment of the impact of the works to our community. 
PLEASE install temporary slip roads at junction 38 of the M6  

Please consider rhebcommunities impacted by these dire decisions and please provide 
transparency relating to all the decisions made leading up to the current proposed maintenance 
decisions. 

Please consider the businesses impacted by the proposals  

Please demonstrate your stated commitment to reduce the negative effects and engagement with 
the community.by addressing this petition aims.  

Please do not close Junction 38 for such a long time. It is a lifeline -not just a road - for our lovely 
town of Kirkby Stephen and the surrounding towns and villages 

Please do not shut J38, it will be devastating to everybody living here. We drive to work and after-
school clubs several times per day most days of the week. The cost of it will be enormous and isn't 
fair to already rural and remote community.  

Please don't close it!!! 

Please don’t close junction 38 on the M6, for 4 years, kirkby Stephen and other town in the Eden 
valley are continuing to blossom and bloom from tourism with in the area, please do not make it 
difficult for people to come an visit and explore the area as they will go elsewhere and then 
businesses will struggle and the places will go down hill and the austerity begins.  
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Please don’t cut off this vital access  

Please don’t shut this junction!  

Please dont close jct 38 

Please ensure access at J38 to ensure the safety and livelihoods of local residents throughout this 
area. Thank you! 

Please give alternative access to alivate the extra traffic this would cause on the A66 

Please have consideration for those that will be effected 

Please help local businesses to stay open. 

Please install temporary access to our communities while the four years of work are taking place. 
This will become even more vital as other programmes of work begin on regional roads, i.e. the 
A66.  

please install temporary slip road I have many family and friends who's lives and work will be 
effected by closing this road 

please keep access open - so many problems if not 

Please keep it oen whenever possible 

Please keep it open 

Please keep it open  

Please keep it open it’s very important !! 

Please keep it open x  

Please keep J38 open during the roadworks, my bed and breakfast will be badly affected  

Please keep J38 open throughout the M6 Bridge repair works, we are also a local business and will 
cause major logistics issues.  

Please keep j38 open. 

Please keep junction 38 open during all the major roadworks so the locals and local businesses 
can continue to live without too much extra disruption.  

Please keep Junction 38 open. I holiday in Tebay regularly, and closing this junction would not only 
cause major inconvenience for visitors but would be devastating for the local community. 
Residents, businesses, and schools in Tebay and Orton rely on this junction every single day, and 
shutting it would cause severe disruption for up to four years. This is a rural area with very few 
suitable alternative routes, meaning locals and tourists alike would be forced onto long, unsafe, 
and impractical diversions. Junction 38 Truckstop operates 24/7 and is essential to HGV drivers 
transporting vital goods across the country. Closing this junction would have a serious knock-on 
effect far beyond Tebay and must be avoided. 

Please keep Junction 38 open. I holiday in Tebay regularly, and closing this junction would not only 
cause major inconvenience for visitors but would be devastating for the local community. 
Residents, businesses, and schools in Tebay and Orton rely on this junction every single day, and 
shutting it would cause severe disruption for up to four years. This is a rural area with very few 
suitable alternative routes, meaning locals and tourists alike would be forced onto long, unsafe, 
and impractical diversions. Junction 38 Truckstop operates 24/7 and is essential to HGV drivers 
transporting vital goods across the country. Closing this junction would have a serious knock-on 
effect far beyond Tebay and must be avoided. 

Please keep Junction open 

Please keep the junction open  
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Please keep the junction open for commuters and local travel 

Please keep the junction s open . I live in Preston but I am from Kirkby Stephen and my family live 
there and their lives including work will be affected  

Please keep the junctions open to keep our local town businesses in business  

Please keep the lovely town of Kirkby Steven safe & in busines. They need a slip road while the 
bridge work goes on. 

Please keep the M6 open during bridge work at Tebay 

Please keep these roads open9 

Please keep this junction open  

Please keep this junction open for the sake of local businesses ! 

Please keep this junction open- it would be devastating for all if it were to be closed. 

Please keep this open! I already live 1 hour away from my best friend. If this is closed, the journey 
will be another hour extra traveling! 

Please keep this open. It is absolutely detrimental to everyone who uses this junction and the 
surrounding businesses and commuters  

Please leave this junction open, so much will be lost in the local community if it were closed 

Please listen to the concerns of the local communities and carry out an impact assessment before 
commencing any closure of the junction.  

Please open temporary slip roads, don’t cut off our town and surrounding villages. 4 years is a long 
time. 

Please protect the local businesses in this beautiful town. Winter months are hard enough. This 
town relies on tourism, passing trade and access for locals.  

Please provide access to the villages via junction 38 off the M6 

Please provide temporary slip road at M6 J38 during roadworks otherwise it will be impossible to 
access Kirkby Stephen between 2027 and 2031 

Please put a temporary solution in place as alot of independent businessess in Kirkby Stephen 
need support,also my daughter uses that junction to get up to university in Stirling it's a important 
junction  

Please retain to the town in the way requested. People from around the world depend on the 
access as do those conscientious people who assist us as we walk through (and contribute 
revenue) this part of the UK. Please listen to them and care for their needs as you build. 

Please rethink and research, this junction is vital to the infrastructure, people commuting to work, 
shopping, college. Small businesses that depend on the traffic from the junction 38 through to the 
A 66 and have built business plans on it. 4 years is a long time.  

Please support local businesses  

Please try to keep the slip roads open, we will be very isolated if not.  

Please use some common sense and keep junction 38 open  

Please we need temporary slip roads at j38 . For residents , businesses and everyone in 
surrounding areas plus transport we must have this. There wont be any businesses left and all will 
struggle.  

Point 1. Not convinced an “independent assessment “ will be independent  
 
How long will the assessment take? 
I would rather have the slip roads open 
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I am a regular user of J38 and mine and other users lives would be a misery if it was shut! 

Provide Tebay with a slip Road  

Provide temporary sliproads at M6 junc 38 northbound and southbound to give access on and off 
the motorway during the four year programme to replace the seven bridge decks on the M6 in the 
Tebay gorge from 2027 to 2031. Not doing this will be a disaster for all the communities in the 
area. National Highways would not do such a thing on any other part of the motorway network so 
why do they think it’s okay to do it here.  

Rather than being a benefit for the long-term this seems a little short sighted and unhelpful to 
people who actually live in the area or who wish to visit. 

Rediculous plan 

Regarding the above details it's VERY important for the survival of our town economically to keep 
Juntion 38 open, a temporary slip road to be sorted. 

Regular traveller from whitley bay to lancaster. This route is an essental alternative to A69 route. 

Regularly use jct 38 when going to my caravan in Appleby. Closure of the junction would give me 
cause to sell the caravan and move to Wales. 

Removing access to the M6 at Tebay for 4 years is ridiculous. It will be devastating for the local 
economy and significantly impact on my day to day work travel requirements, possibly making my 
job and others in the community untenable resulting in the loss of livelihoods.  

Removing or very seriously restricting access and exit from J38 long term will have unacceptable 
impact on local residents, deter visitors who bring tourism income to the area, and have serious 
financial impact on local businesses and accommodation providers still struggling to recover.  
The provision of temporary slip roads is essential; isolating the area from the M6 would be an 
unthinkable action of complete indifference to the needs and wellbeing of the large number 
affected for a long period of time of time. 

Running a business in Kirkby Stephen we cannon afford any disruption  

Save Kirkby Stephen from becoming a dead town. PLEASE!!! 

SAVE TEBAY AND ALL COMMUNITYS EAST OF THE M6 WITH A SLIP ROAD. 

Save the junction for Kirkby Stephen to carry on with their small businesses that rely on these 
visitors/ passers  

Seeing the disruption from the motor way being closed for two weekends let alone junction 38 
going to be closed for up to four years ,the impact for our small villages and towns to deal with all 
the traffic does not seem realistic and hopefully some amazing engineer can come it with a 
solution. 

Several years of spasmodic slip road closures will have a depressing effect on the local 
communities and probably lead to job losses and business relocations.  

Several years with limited motorway access will be a disaster for us. 

Shutting a junction for 4 Years is unacceptable, virtually cutting off the town 

Shutting access will make visiting family impossible. Using the penrith junction would be only 
option apart from being a long diversion the a66 major roadworks is happening at the same time - 
this has the potential to gridlock the entire area 

Shutting J38 with no access would be a disaster for the local area. 

Shutting the junction will impact local people and businesses beyond belief.  

Shutting the slip Rhoda’s would be a disaster  
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Shutting this junction with affect hospitality businesses; cottages, pubs, restaurants & hotels as 
well as preventing people coming to the northern Yorkshire Dales to walk. It will also badly affect 
farming and agriculture, auction marts, farm deed deliveries, livestock movement.  

Signing petition for the 
provision of temporary slip roads at M6 Junction 38, ensuring ongoing access to 
both the A685 and M6 at Tebay during the four-year programme to replace all seven bridge decks 
on the M6 in the Tebay Gorge between 2027 and 2031.  

Slip roads and Access to Hospitals are essential  

Slip roads are essential. Access to Hospitals etc 

Slip roads are needed for the duration of the work for businesses and private individuals. 

Small businesses are having a hard enough time as it is at the moment. This will completely 
detrimental. Our local towns and villages are being eroded enough.  

So important for local businesses and residents. 

So many affected with everyday life's, such as getting to work and education. 

So many local businesses are at risk of closure if access to junction 38 is denied and they need as 
much support as they can get. 

So many people plan/rely on a stop/visit to Kirkby Stephen while they are travelling to and from the 
M6. This closure would be catastrophic to local businesses. They would never recover, resulting in 
the loss of another high street.  

Some access options must be kept open. 

Stop closure of junction 38 on M6 

Strongly object to the closure 

Students like my son will have a huge detour to drive to Kendal college from Brough. 

Stupid not having a slip road  

Support the consideration for slip roads to reduce the communities economic hit 

Supporting a friend who has started a business up 3 years ago, got the business financially stable 
to then have restrictions imposed by the road closures. This will have an adverse effect on her 
business. 

Surely bridges could be built and moved into place as shown recently with the Clifton one. 

Surely there must be an alternative to closing a major motorway junction for 4 YEARS (!) with the 
highly detrimental consequences for many local rural communities?! 

Surely they can be all the alternatives that needs looking into. Rather than closing the motorway for 
this length of time if we have a big impact on peoples lives also the environment I’m probably jobs 
in the local area. 

Temp road is the answer.  

Temp slip road should be built  

Temporary slip road needed regularly visit family in Lake District and this massively impacts 
access.  

Temporary slip roads are a must for the local economy 

Temporary slip roads are a must to keep local communities and businesses connected  
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Temporary slip roads should be made so residents and visitors can pass through the area with 
ease.  
If not I’m concerned that local businesses and shops will suffer.  

Terrible decision for Tourism in the area 

The A66 is already too busy with accidents occurring every day, if there is no slip road at Tebay 
everybody wanting to get to Appleby and the surrounding area to Kirkby Stephen will have to use 
the A66 which is already a nightmare, also the roundabouts and exit at Penrith are already 
overwhelmed with people sometimes having to queue on M6 just to exit. 
The impact on all local businesses will be devastating, with rural businesses already struggling. 

The A66 junctions at Penrith, Kemplay and around Centre Parcs cannot cope now, if there's an 
accident/any kind of issues on the A69 it will be impossible to cross the country  

The above (1 and 2) should be done  

The back roads are going to be horrendous and dangerous. As we saw when motorway traffic had 
to use the A6 during the recent M6 bridge replacement. Traffic lines into the distance. Big crash in 
Shap area. All in the first weekend 

The closing of the slip roads would hinder our business as poultry farmers for egg collections, feed 
deliveries & when we change over hens - hen depletion, shed clearance & pullet arrivals. 

The closure of junc. 38 would be detrimental to everyone and can not be considered. 

The closure of the junction (38 M6) for proposed bridge works will hugely affect our business and 
other businesses in Kirkby Stephen and the area due to the decline in passing trade. Also residents 
and commuters travelling to Kendal and other towns using the A685 or M6 will find it more 
challenging. 

The closure of the junction would pretty much destroy most businesses including my Post Office in 
Kirkby Stephen. 

The closure of the slip roads will damage the passing trade to our town and it will have an impact 
on our business transporting the Coast to Coast walkers luggage 

The closure of this bridge for 4 years will have a huge impact on our communities and businesses. 
People need to travel to and from work, school etc the impact of this closure will affect us all not 
just for the 4 years of closure but probably for years to come!! A temporary slip road would 
definitely help the situation. 

The closure of this junction will ruin so many businesses in the area, a solution must be found !!! 

The closure of this slip road will affect many people, businesses and livelihoods. It is a main route 
off the M6 for all those travelling east, and is a lazy and disgraceful option for those making the 
decision to close, with no regard for the many people it will affect.  

The closure plan would be disastrous for rural Cumbrian communities and businesses and 
threaten the survival of a heritage railway 

The closure will cut off access to our home and destroy local businesses  

The closure will have a drastic impact on the local economy  

The closure with present great difficulty for me visiting my family in Kirkby Stephen.  

The closure without thought for the community is kidnapping by any other name and not even a 
ransom requested. Madness in the extreme  

The community surrounding the A685 and J38 must be considered in any works carried out on the 
M6 as the impact could be disasterous. 

The complete closure of junction 38 will have a dire knock on impact to Kirkby Stephen. To risk 
ruining a vibrant and important economical hub for the Eden valley is a gross mishandling of public 
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funds and more importantly trust. There are feasible alternatives that can and should be 
implemented.  

The COMPLETE...closure of j38 m6 for such a long lenghth of time will have a devastating effect 
on local buisness in kirkby stepen and our local area ...they rely on through traffic from a66 at 
brough to j38. Thankyou.  

The current plan will devastate local businesses and as such local communities will decline 
beyond repair. Creating a small scale economic disaster affecting physical and mental health of 
communities.  

The current proposal will be catastrophic to our community, to our jobs, our livelihoods.  

The damage this will do to so many businesses and infrastructure is ridiculous to even think about 

The damage to our local economy, the Lake District economy not to mention local schools, people 
to and from Scotland and safety of local communities re ambulance fire and police accessibility is 
ENORMOUS ….our local town Kirkby Stephen will become a rat run, much of this can be eased by a 
slip roads on the M6 junctions 38. the .land offered FREE for such a road. Those that make these 
plans need to come and study the problems. I understand these bridges need to be done although i 
dont understand the need to take 4 yrs. I HOPE that the people so called in charge of this mega 
program, and those in government will allow these slip roads. it is vital..it is going to have a huge 
detrimental effect on our area and any help to elevate as much of the problem as possible while 
the work. Is ongoing surely is the most sensible option. 

The day to Day impact of this will be huge. Already stetched local people taking more time and 
cost to get to work possibly resulting in loss of income or jobs entirely, emergency access 
impacted, local businesses will close down, school buses unable to use safer, gritted roads to get 
children to school, just a few of the problems that will result from this scheme, unless alternative 
access is organised for locals.  

The disruption this work will cause for our local community and the wider community will cause 
major disruption and have major long term effects.  

The failure to keep this particular junction open in some form will most certainly have a massive 
affect on the people of the Eden Valley who with just the area they live in puts them some distance 
from larger towns. This is a closure to far and means the community will be suffocated from 
access to the lakes and other areas where the motorway allows the possibility of better travel. It 
will put additional pressure on the already busy A66 which is a death trap in particular areas and 
with most certainly a rise in traffic volume, more serious accidents will occur. This is a special 
junction for those that live in the area. It opens up their ability to travel and limiting distances 
where as closure will ruin everyone  

The idea that the junction may be closed for four years is outrageous. Two-way Northbound and 
Southbound access must be maintained, as would be the case elsewhere, except for very short 
periods at weekends for crucial engineering safety, as is normal for all such junctions elsewhere. 

The impact of the junction being closed for four years will affect every resident and visitor in our 
area, for our own individual journeys, but more particularly for the businesses that we use and 
support. Whilst I appreciate that the bridge works have to be done, I hope the voices of locals will 
also be heard and a viable alternative found to keep us connected.  

The impact of these proposed closures on the communities to the east and west of the M6 will be 
devastating. I understand the need for repairs but four years without easy access may bankrupt 
some businesses, force others to move away permanently and result in heavy traffic over rural 
roads that are not designed for the loads. 

The impact of this will be devastating on the local community and businesses, residents alike. Just 
the last 2 weekend closures have caused chaos on the roads, it's been a nightmare. 
Surely there has to be another way. A better solution.  
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The junction MUST be kept open, the north of England needs this to save business and think about 
NHS issues  

The livelihood of or village and surrounding area will be badly affected by the closure, businesses 
are finding it difficult now, so the closure could be the end for some.  

The long term impact of essential isolation for communities and businesses over a four year 
period is immeasurably high. This needs addressing, now.  
As a volunteer Community First Responder, I have already seen the impact of the closure with the 
Clifton Bridge replacement on the ability of the ambulance service to effectively serve this 
community. This cannot be allowed to happen for four years.  

The M6 junstion must be kept open for individuals and businesses. 

The M6 needs to stop open for local workers and businesses to survive 

The majority of my work is photographing weddings in the lakes and I am dreading incredibly long 
days having to leave significant extra time to navigate traffic and detours from Kirkby Stephen. 
Weddings are time sensitive so cannot afford to be late. But I’m also a mum with kids who do 
clubs all over the county…. There’s only so many hours in a day and I am concerned that running 
my business and keeping my kids doing their clubs might not be possible. 

The motorways passing trade and access to our town is crucial to its survival. Four years without 
this will kill some of the high street businesses and make us a ghost town by the end of the 
planned works. This must have been researched and the impact assessments must demonstrate 
the hugely negative affect the closure will have.  

The occupants of Firbank are extremely concerned regarding M6 traffic taking B6257 from Lowgill 
to A684 junction while this 4 year work plan is underway  

The planned closure will have a negative impact on Kirkby Stephen and its businesses  

The planned closure will threaten rural businesses, and isolate communities  

The prolonged loss of access will have a severe and disproportionate impact on local businesses, 
clubs and services. 

The proposal needs to take more consideration of the residents and businesses in the area, as the 
impact would be too great if the junction is closed 

The proposal to close the slip roads at M6 Junction 38 would have a clear and damaging impact 
on local businesses, particularly in Kirkby Stephen. By diverting traffic away from established 
routes into the town, the scheme risks significantly reducing passing trade that many retail, 
hospitality, and tourism businesses depend upon for their survival. Over a four-year period, this 
loss of footfall could lead to business closures, job losses, and long-term economic harm. The 
closure would prioritise short-term convenience at the expense of the economic sustainability of 
nearby communities and should therefore be firmly opposed. 

The proposed closure of junction 38 would be devastating for the communities who use it to 
access education, work, medical treatment from a community with limited local resources. 

The road closures are going to affect all businesses in the area.  

The thought of making a long journey even longer when visiting my brother in  
Kirkby Stephen is daunting. My existing exhaustion moving to near coma.  

The total closure of J38 is ridiculous and will have a huge impact upon all of the residents and 
businesses which are accessed via this junction as well as the knock on effects of traffic on 
Penrith, which already has serious congestion issues (which will only become much worse during 
the works to A66 which will be ongoing at the same time). 
A temporary junction at J38 is the only sensible course of action. 

The town of Kirkby Stephen will be seriously affected, possibly killing our local amenities such as 
petrol stations, grocery stores etc.  
Being self employed access to the M6 is crucial, the added costs would not be viable. 
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Living next to the A66, extra traffic using this road coupled with hopefully dualling of the A66 will 
be problematic, it's bad enough as it is now. 

The traffic chaos through Firbank resulting from closure of Junction 38 will be horrendous for 
those of us who live here. Do the Autjoriyies have a plan of how to respond to medical 
emergencies when the local roads are gridlocked? 

The Truckstop at jctns 38 is vital for passing haulers and must be kept accessible at all times 
throughout the planned bridge and roadworks. 

Ther are thousands of locals that use this junction every day. 

There appears to be some confusion over whether the junction will be permanently closed during 
this period or whether it will be occasional nights and weekends. There needs to be clarity about 
this issue. If it will be permanently closed, there definitely needs to be slip roads created to give 
locals easy access to the M6 and also to preserve the economy of businesses in the town. 

There are ways to keep junction 38 open most of the time  

There is already likely to be increased difficulty getting to Penrith with the A66 dualling work. 
Making access to Kendal difficult as well is cutting communities in the upper Eden Valley off from 
vital services and making access into the area difficult for residents and visitors in both directions! 

There must be a way to keep j39 open, diversion is ridiculous  

There needs to be an alternative access to JT 38 traffic without this it will be through narrow lanes 
that have sharp bends and very little passing places Beckfoot and Firbank already suffer from this 
when the motorway is closed due to accidents  

There was a lot of disruption which caused mega chaos over the past two weekends with the 
closure of the M6 for one junction. The back up was mega and the impact felt over a vast area. The 
knock on effect of an accident caused an absolute blockage for hours. Keep traffic moving at all 
times please. 

There will be a severe impact on many facets of our local community. Large amounts of traffic will 
be diverted through small villages and narrow rural roads that are unsuitable for large volumes of 
vehicles. We will be effectively cut off from access to shops and medical facilities. This could be 
worse than the covid pandemic for the survival of many of our local businesses. 
We desperately need National Highways to construct temporary slip roads at junction 38 to keep 
our communities alive whilst this massive, four year long, infrastructure project is being 
completed. 

There will be carnage on the minor lanes if the junctions are closed  

These proposals will be very detrimental to  

These slip roads are vital for Cumbrians moving across the county 
This is not just a local issue 

This needs sorting. 

This can't be shut completely, it's not fair on residents, businesses and locals who use this area. 

This causes further travelling when visiting relatives and friends  

This closure has been badly thought through and will have a massive impact on residents, 
businesses and our already beleagered local economy. 
Please consider a proper community /economic impact survey and put alternative access in place  

This closure is going to have a detrimental effect on many businesses in the area including my 
employer. I don't want to have my hours at work cut due to reduced customer footfall. 

This closure is totally unacceptable, alternative measures should be put in place to limit the 
inconvenience and damage to local people and businesses.  
At the very least you could build temporary slip road bridges.  
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This closure will be devasting to locals businesses. 

This closure will make life so difficult for people who live in the surrounding areas, working people , 
school children, social care workers and visitors to the area. Four years is too long it will be too 
disruptive and excessively extend travelling time for for all journeys.  

This closure will massively disrupt travel for us and a lot of ppl also the local business that get 
most trade from passing customers  

This could end small businesses in Kirkby Stephen and lead to unemployment, never mind it 
becoming difficult to travel to Kendal etc for work! 

This effects my work massively  

This hasn't been thought through at all and it will affect all local residents adversely  

This is a crucial part of a major route, there must be a way to keep it functional while the work is 
done. Maybe something like the Heads of the Valleys road improvements? 

This is a disaster to the local area especially when the A66 works begin. This will put extra 
pressure on the a66 as people will be forced to travel to Penrith to reach the M6 or have to go 
down the tiny roads to kendal to go south.  

This is a holiday let. The closure will seriously affect people’s decision to stay with us. It will impact 
our business massively. Please rethink.  

this is a major junction and is a gate way to the Eden Valley, and used when the M6 is closed 

This is a nightmare for Tebay, Kirkby Stephen and surrounding areas.  

This is a potential disaster for local people and many cumbrians  

This is a totally untenable plan and must be stopped.  

This is a vital junction for my northern colleagues to get to their customers and the head office. 
Not having this slip road would mean 4 years of disruption not only for us but for businesses 
located off this junction 

This is a vital junction for our farming village of Tebay. Shutting it is to have no concederation for 
all of us!  

This is absolutely ludicrous  

This is an essential requirement for the work to go ahead and for the entire upper Eden Valley to 
continue to live and work  

This is an ill-though idea and will be devastating to businesses and residents alike. It must not be 
allowed to happen. Build temporary slip roads  

This is devastating for local livelihoods and business  

This is going to kill the town of Kirkby Stephen there is no way for 4 years we can only rely on 
locals?? Whoever thought of this really hasn’t tho Gut of the long term affect this is going to have 
in all businesses.  

This is going to seriously affect my daily commute  

This is totally out of order as visit family regularly.  

This is very important we have a business that will be hugely effected 

This is vital for rural communities and people living here.  

This junction is vital for local businesses and local residents. The proposed closure is likely to 
cause significant disruption.  

This junction must be kept open as it’s the main junction for people travelling from west to east 
and is also a must for locals 
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This junction MUST be kept open for the sake of local businesses ! 

This junction must stay open  

This junction needs kept open and or slip roads made accessible to there  

This junction needs to stay open not just for locals but for the businesses in the surrounding towns 
and villages including Appleby.  

This junction provides vital acces to kendal and oxenholme / rail links Closure cuts off routes to 
our business in Kendal and will add significantly to costs.  

This looks like the whole closure has not been evaluated thoroughly. Unthinkable that so many 
local people will be affected & their livelihoods put in danger. I completely agree with this protest.  

This needs to stay open i am an hgv driver and use the truckstop weekly it would be a disaster if 
this junction was not kept open. 

This plan would have such a huge impact on kirkby stephen and it's businesses.  

This planned closure will be catastrophic for our area . These are people’s lives and businesses 
you will be destroying.  

This proposed closure will halt normal lives, access to work and businesses will be catastrophic 
for the extended locality emotional, economic and social well-being. 

This road is a life line to many people  
Junction 38 must be kept open in some way 

This road is a life line to many people  
Junction 38 must be kept open in some way 

This should not be closed! Will affect so many people. 

This will absolutely destroy the areas of Kirkby Stephen, Brough, Tebay and surrounding villages. 
The infrastructure is not designed for such closures. Two people in our household drive that way to 
work and onto Kendal and its just going to create massive negative impact all round. Needs to be 
better thought through but not by someone sitting at a desk living near where near.  

This will affect me travelling to Kendal with a big D tour on long and arduous country roads. Also 
my son in laws business in Kirkby Stephen will be negatively affected along with other businesses 
in the town. 

This will affect not only local businesses, some of whom may go bankrupt because of the lack of 
thought, but it will affect businesses NATIONWIDE who depend on M6 for delivering and receiving 
goods. This simply cannot be allowed. 

This will affect Tebay Primary School and the staff that work there  

This will affect the business i work at massively and could potentially but my job in danger. 

This will also impact Appleby I.e. Tebay-Orton-Appleby and vice versa 

This will also impact on other roads and communities over an unnecessary long period of time. No 
thought gone into the practicalities for anyone in the area  

This will be a huge blow to a lot of places such as business’s and people travelling home. 

This will be a huge inconvenience for my daily commute to kendal. 

This will be catastrophic for all businesses in Kirkby Stephen  

This will be detrimental to the independent businesses in Kirkby Stephen and to families who rely 
on the motorway to get to and from work 

This will be devastating for businesses and tourism in the town. Utterly. 
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This will be devastating for the local businesses in the Kirkby Stephen and Tebay and anywhere in-
between. Lots of independents suffering and will be forced to close due to drop in passing traffic.  
 
To get to Kendal from Brough the only option is to take the road over the fell at Tebay and in the 
Autumn/winter this road is regularly quite treturous. This is not a suitable route for through traffic 
in bad weather (which is highly likely in the part of the country).  

This will be devastating for the town of Kirkby Stephen, we depend on this town greatly for our 
sheep enterprise with the local farms and market and have to travel there regularly. Please install a 
slip road and don’t cut the town off  

This will be devastating to the surrounding towns and villages, families and businesses. Day-to-day 
life will be hugely affected and people will forget about what’s here. This area may never recover. 
My bed and breakfast business depends on Tourism and particularly Coast to Coast walkers, all of 
which will be affected. 
There is also the safety issue of emergency agencies being unable to access areas in an 
emergency as well as overuse of junction 37 and 39 which are already high risk. 
Surely closing this junction for so long goes completely against other government agendas.  

This will be so detrimental on my buisness  

This will be terrible 

This will cause a lot of inconvenience commuting, visiting relatives and accessing amenities. I am 
also concerned about the impact on local businesses that rely on tourism and passing trade 

This will cause absolute disruption to local businesses and prolific profit loss. Even the farming 
community will be affected as feed and other materials will be delayed being delivered and the 
diversion in place to take animals to market will be doubled. This must be changed and alternative 
methods made to ensure traffic can still safely enter and exit the m6 at Tebay!!  

This will cause enormous pressure on roads not fit for purpose. It was make it more difficult for 
emergency services to access the rural communities along these routes. 

This will cost our business more money to travel around suggested routes. And products we have 
delivered is going to be more difficult to get in  

This will destroy the economy of Kirkby Stephen and surrounding area, an alternative solution has 
to be found 

this will destroy the towns decreasing home value and business income  

This will double my travel time to get to work at least. I work all over Cumbria with a large part 
being in Kendal or sedbrough. The other routes will be crowded with like minded workers too. Why 
can’t we have a temporary slip way fitted by the army like other areas such as the on fitted in 
tadcaster when the main bridge was washed away. There is. O structure to this work or schedules 
to help people plans ahead.  

This will effect my job 

This will effect my work as im a self employed gardener and travel this road getting from job to job 

This will greatly affect our journey to the caravan every week 

This will have a big impact on on our business if there is not a provision for a slip road.  

This will have a massive impact on infrastructure and accessibility to and from Kirkby Stephen, two 
people in my house hold travel that way to work 5 days of the week.  
It will also massively affect the small businesses in Kirkby Stephen and surrounding villages. 

This will have a significant effect on both myself and my husband's job. 

This will have a very detrimental impact to the lives of myself and my boyfriend. We use the M6 
junction 38 to get to work. 
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This will have drastic and lasting negative impact to the whole local economy, from tourism, 
building and housing demand and businesses within the local settlements to the already 
challenged farms. Not just an inconvenience - will make an already remote rural communiry even 
less accessible! 

This will impact my route to work and I don’t have that sort of extra cash laying around to purchase 
extra fuel  

This will impact our business. And living so close to the junction people will start to use our road 
by coming through the services. The road is already deteriorating along the Beck edge. It will also 
impact emergency services putting lives at risk. We need a temporary slip road 

This will impact our tourism business with guests not able to access us directly when coming on 
the M6 from the north 

This will impact so many people! I have family that visit every month and this will create a huge 
issue for their journey.  

This will increase traffic pollution due to circuitous trips and be a serious inconvenience. 

This will kill business in such a small town!!!  

This will kill local business and normal village life. It can't be allowed to happen  

This will kill the area we need tourists and will help close down businesses in an already secluded 
area! Utterly stupid idea! 

This will make a huge negative impact on my job, my home life and any form of social life me or 
my children have  

This will not just affect our business for getting deliveries out and in but also my part time job may 
go if the closure affects flow of traffic into our community  
Being a small community doesn’t mean we aren’t important to the infrastructure of the greater 
area. Our community is predominantly a farming community who provide for the country. The 
closure will impact us all and there should be a solution implemented to help ease this disruption 
to our area 

This will not only impact businesses but also children travelling to college in Kendal, people 
working in different parts of Cumbria etc. this wouldn’t even be considered if this was a city or 
larger town and shows the complete disregard for rural communities  

This will ruin our town !  

This will ruin the business I've spent two years building. Wildscapes retreat and campsite  

This will seriously impact my daily commute to and from work and also my weekly shop  

This will severely affect our guest house. People will not visit from the west if it is so hard to get to 
us.  

This will severely impact our tourism business  

This will significantly affect local area businesses that have been established for years. It will also 
put huge pressure on other road networks that are not fit for purpose, namely the a66 north which 
is where traffic and locals will need to go to travel south. There needs to be another plan put in 
place!!! 

This would add a considerable amount of time when visiting family. Also for my family member 
that lives there this is a daily inconvenience.  

This would be a disaster for many rural communities.  

This would be cutting off businesses and families for longer than is reasonable  

This Would be devastating to the local community  

This would be most inconvenient  
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This would be very detrimental to my buisness  

This would bring huge harm to the town and incredible hardship for all businesses in and around 
Kirkby Stephen.  

This would cause huge damage to our town and force the closure of many local businesses.  

This would cause such harm to businesses in Kirkby Stephen, Brough etc. Will push local traffic on 
to the A66 which is already dangerous and won’t be upgraded before then 

This would effect our business greatly. 

This would hugely affect our household, my son travels to Carnforth to work and my husband 
works for a local haulage firm, who use this junction daily, work days can be stressful enough and 
there days are long enough. So installing a temporary slip road would be the most sensible 
outcome.  

This would impact our family business massively and how we get to and from work out of area. 

This would kill some businesses in our small market town 

This would majorly affect my work, and we have contemplated even having to move house due to 
disruption it would cause.  

This would ruin my business  

This would ruin our business and our town! 

Thist is becoming more common. The impact on local trade is ignored at the expense on how 
easier it is for the construction contractors.  

To avoid our narrow lane from being used as a rat run, I support the necessity for slip roads to 
access all exits at junction 48 

To close a junction for 2yrs is ridiculous, it’s not fair on businesses and residents in that area. To 
need to keep the junction open and look at alternative ways of doing the works.  

To close this junction would mean long and tortuous detours over a long period for the local 
population .and visitors, the detours causing congestion and disturbance in many local 
communities. It could be disastrous for our small businesses in this, an area that depends on 
accessibility and visiting tourists. 

To completely block if the exit to J38 which affects Tebay, Orton, Kirby Stephens and other local 
business and residents is just utterly unacceptable. We visit our parents in Tebay a lot for them to 
be this isolated from the main road network and have to drive miles out of their way for the 
highways ease shouldn’t be allowed. You will end up closing business because through trade will 
be non existent. This plan really needs a public consultation and not just to be signed off in a back 
room somewhere.  

To completely close Junction 38 would be devastating for the local economy and have far reaching 
wider implications, some predictable, some less so. It will detrimentally affect people's local 
businesses, careers, well being through leisure activities, health due to reduced access to hospitals 
and urgent care, people's ability to visit and connect with friends and family and so much more.  
 
As a health professional I firmly believe that people in the local area are more likely to suffer worse 
long term health and disability due to the difficulty they will undoubtedly have in accessing 
specialist care. There is sound evidence that good transport links and ease of access to health 
care improves outcomes, therefore the reverse is true. 
 
It is inconceivable that anyone would suggest it is reasonable to close any Junction on a main 
artery such as the M6 any further south, it should be equally ridiculed as any sort of solution here.  
 
It is essential that an alternative to the complete closure is found. 
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To do this without creating slip roads would leave the town isolated and it wouldn't survive this. It 
seems like the most obvious step forward to prevent this 

To enable access to school and work without creating major traffic issues, prolonged and costly 
journeys  

To have the junction closed for extended periods will greatly impact both businesses and private 
persons alike with there being no viable diversion. Temporary slip roads are the option and need to 
be explored thoroughly not just whitewashed for contractors convenience  

To keep local business able to trade and not fold.  

To shut it would a long diversion to penrith, kendal and would limit the visitors to town 

Too much distribution long term to our little town, all the small businesses and for people who 
need to travel for work, a small community that depends on the bigger towns around us. The town 
depends a lot on the traffic/people who travel through it, along with other surroundings 
towns/villages affected  

Total stupidity to close all of the junctions 

Totally ridiculous to even consider closing a motorway junction for any longer than a single 
weekend.  

Totally unacceptable to block us off for all that time.  

Traffic is already horrendous. There should be another route to the a66 from m6 anyways. 

Traffic is bad enough as it it is I. The surrounding areas soar jct 38 will make it worse and cut 
people off 

Travel a lot with work, shutting this junction for a pro-longed period of time, in conjunction with 
road works located on the A66 would have a detrimental impact to my working time.  

Traveling to my sisters house in Kirkby Stephen will take a lot longer, depending on the conditions 
in winter of the other rural roads, maybe impassable  

Understand these repairs are needed the slip roads are vital. As a resident who has a family 
member working for a local business and myself working for another, we need to ensure these 
businesses remain open for Our future employment. 

Unless jct.38 is kept open chaos is inevitable as evidenced by the lack of traffic management 
during the recent rail Bridge replacement over the M6. 
Local villages were gridlocked and this was only 2 weekends not 4years 

Untold damage, inconvenience and risk to people. It is not too late to find a better way.  

Use common sense, keep jn 38 open. No brainer 

Use kirkby as a atay over for the M6, travelling to Scotland. All.my life, its been a second home to 
my family as we stayed and met many froends there, and progressed to friends and family in 
Scotland. Now with such intricate knowledge of the area, I can see why this junction needs to stay 
open. The A685 passing trade is vital to Kirkby Stephen and the surrounding businesses.  

Use this area regularly and would be a nightmare 

Use this junction regularly  

Utterly unthinkable and damaging to plan to close this motorway exit  

Very inconvenient  

Visit this area regularly and being cut off will make visits very difficult  

Vital link to friends & family  

Vital to keep access to M6 
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Vital to keep the local economy vibrant and supported 

We have a lodge on Langton field and we use the M6 from the north west a come off at j38.If this 
is closed for a long period we may have to sell our lodge as the detour could be to much for us. 

We all need junction 38 kept open for commuting to work and schools, other travel, deliveries, 
access for visitors to holiday accommodation in the area, emergency vehicle access. Through 
traffic already is substantial especially on a Friday afternoon throughout the year, and where will 
diverted traffic go when a problem on A66? 

We are a business owner in Kirkby Stephen and this will have a huge impact on our business. 

We are having our wedding in 2027 near Appleby and would been a long detour for guests  

We are regular visitors to Kirkby Stephen and Owen’s Farm shop is our favourite place to eat. 

We cannot be cut off from surrounding towns, the Kirkby Stephen businesses will suffer, and an 
already struggling community risks long lasting damage and even 'death'. 

We come off here regularly on our trips noth. Great business and places to grab food and drink 
while stretching legs. Without a slip road it would hamper the quick and easy process of getting on 
and off the road network. Please put in the temporary slip road. 

We desperately need a slip road to be provided in order to maintain connections to the M6 and 
Kendal. Kirkby Stephen is a rural town and isolated enough, the current proposal further alienates 
this community. 

We don't want it closing  

We don’t want this  

We don't want to see empty businesses and Kirkby Stephen become a ghost town 

We don't want to see empty businesses and Kirkby Stephen become a Ghost town no 

We go through there weekly , keep it open  

We have 3 holiday cottages,if the junction is closed it will devastate our business. 

We have a holiday home at wild rose off junction 38 and would make it extremely difficult to get to 
if this stayed closed for four years not only that I would have a significant increase on the time 
travelling to as we would have to go at least 30-40 out of the way to reach the same destination, 
this would have such a detrimental effect on the local business they could maybe handle a couple 
months at a push but not 4 years. No business would sustain that amount of time.  

We have a static caravan in grassgill. We are both 70 years old closing junction will put to much 
more time on our journey for us to use leading to us staying at home.  

We have a static caravan in Long Marton and use J38 regularly to cross the fells into Appleby or 
visit friends in Kirkby Stephen en route. 

We have family and many commitments in Merseyside. Consequently we use J38/M6 a lot. It will 
add at least 25 minutes to our journey, each way, if we are forced to use J37. This will also 
probably be a lot longer in the winter due to poor driving conditions from Sedburgh to Winton. 
 
I’m concerned that an ‘independent assessment’ would not actually be independent, if organised 
by the party wishing to close the junction. Also, how long would the assessment take? I’m 
concerned that at the end of it, even if it proves the junction must be kept open, they just turn round 
and say ‘we haven’t got enough time now to plan a slip road’ 

We have family in the area and this would be catastrophic for the local businesses.  

We live in between Junction 39 and 38, but I have to travel to see my 97 year old mum who is in a 
care home in the south in Greater Manchester. While this is not as urgent as some other people, it 
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is still inconvenient for 4 years. My two sons live in the south, which means additional travel for 
them each time we see them. The main difficulty now is that this is going to last for 4 years! 

We must be able to maintain access in our community 

We MUST keep J38 open or lose an extensive community - unable to work or socialise without 
incurring phenomenal mileage and loss of time and money over a period of FOUR YEARS.  

We need access to the auction mart at Kirkby Stephen weekly and also fuel at the service station.  

We need continued access to and from the M6 in both directions. 

We need j38 to stay open to protect all businesses 

We need motorway access to remain available! 

we need on and off the motorway to go to local auction mart at junction 36 without this junction 
we would have to go a long detour on roads not really fit for trailers if they actualy got on with it 
and it was shut for say a few weekends here and there like the rail bridge at clifton no one would 
mind its just the slowness of it all that makes it no good 

We need passing trade. Build a slip road or we won’t survive  

We need phased routes so there is always north and south j38 access for horse and livestock 
vehicles at all times 

We need some sort of access all the time 

We need temporary slip roads at Junction 38 to avoid economic disaster for the area 

We need the junction open!! We have childcare and jobs we have to sustain  

We need the temporary slip roads the impact on local communities will be devastating otherwise.  

We need this junction open, the survival of our town depends on it!  

We need this junction to stay open! Otherwise how is our town supposed to survive? 

We need this temporary junction. Otherwise we will be travelling along country roads, some of 
which are not suitable or indeed safe, for the many motorists who would have to use them. Please, 
let common sense prevail! 

We need this temporary slip road as our small village needs passing trade. We have a lot of holiday 
makers coming through stopping at our cafes, pubs for lunch.. kirkby stephen realise on the trade..  

We need to be able to have access to the motorway not only for our businesses but for those of us 
who commute to work daily, losing this access would cause severe detrimental impacts to all 

We often visit friends in Kirby Stephen. While the improvements to the motorway are important, so 
too is the local community. 

We require access to the M6 due to work commitments it would add an extra 20/30 mins which is 
a lot over a long period of time!  

We run a successful holiday let, closing junction 38 will almost certainly have a detrimental impact 
on our bookings and due to the length of the proposed closure could even make the business 
unviable. 

We suppy the petition  

We Travel for business & personal reasons to Kirkby Stephen, this would be very difficult & time 
consuming with the plans you have for J38 closing for 4 years. The M6 closures two weekends in 
January have shown the highways how difficult and dangerous a diversion would be. 

We use Junction 38 a number of times every year. 

We use junction 38 to visit the area on regularly and also visit our holiday home and spend money 
in the Eden area  
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We use this junction on a weekly basis to get to our family . Closing this junction slip road is 
absurd when it’s possible to keep it open, once again money rules over need. 

We use this junction regularly to visit family  

We use this junction regularly, the additional miles we will drive if this junction is closed will be 
costly to us and the environment  

We use this junction weekly throughout the spring and summer months and going to cause assorts 
of problems. 

We use this regularly and spend within this rural economy - it would cause great inconvenience for 
the junction to be closed for this length of time.  

We use this route every week for our caravan  

We used this junction regularly ,closure will result in a massive inconvenience. 

We vacation up here; this would affect us drastically 

We visit at least once a year with our touring caravan like many others this will kill the tourist trade  

We visit Kirkby Stephen throughout the year with our caravan. This closure would have a massive 
impact on us and the caravan site. 

We visit our caravan at Grassgiol Farm CA16 6QB every summer, this would make life extremely 
difficult. 

We visit the lakes two or three times every year to visit relative’s. This will cause such an 
inconvenience for us and so many visitors plus delivery drivers, local people. It’s not a short time 
that’s being planned for closure .. four years, it’s just ridiculous! Something needs to be done to 
allow access from M6 at junction 38 through the road works. Surely this is possible in this day and 
age!! 

We visit this area once or twice a year and support local business so don’t jeopardise their futures  

We work in Kirkby Stephen doing wedding catering. This will have a severe impact on our business 
if a temporary slip road is not installed.  

We, as residents of tebay, strongly object to the closure of the junctions. It will have a major impact 
on our business, it also severely impacts our ability to quickly get any of our animals to our vet in 
an emergency situation, or for our vet to attend quickly in an emergency situation.  
 
Whilst i appreciate the works need to be done, a better solution has to be found which will not 
impact livelihoods, welfare or lives. 

What a massive loss for businesses and even more traffic on the A66 which is already a deadly 
road!  

What do we do if we need to be taken to Lancaster hospital go another 10 mile we could be dead 
by time we get to hospital ,Kirkby Stephen thrives on visitors passing through during the summer  

What other options have been looked at. What is the driving factor for this solution. Money 
trumping Councils own health and well-being policies of their citizens. 

Who ever thout of closing the jungshonwants sacking 

Why do these works take so long? 

Why would previous governments allow building companies to install bridges that only last for 60 
years, where were the planners and building control then? We have Victorian bridges still holding 
up well and even older? On top of this why, in 2026, would it warrant having J38 closed for 4 years 
to repair a bridge? Has anyone actually checked why this would take so long? 
 
A thorough, impartial assessment and undertaken by a competent person would have clearly 
identified the major impact on the local communities, particularly businesses that are already 



 
Comments made by signatories on the petition to maintain access at J38 with Slip Roads, at 20 Jan 2026. 

Page 42 of 41 
 

struggling against big corporate outlets like Costa which was permitted in Kirkby Stephen. Such an 
asssesment would also identify adequate mitigation measures, so what went wrong? Surely the 
assessment was independent, a council wouldn’t have allowed the company to do its own? 
 
Absolutely temporary slip roads must be included in this scheme.  

Wife uses these sliproads twice daily to work at Lancaster. 

Will add on hours on my journy 

Will affect farming business with auction marts, feed deliveries etc 

Will affect my commute massively. 

Will cut off the town of kirkby Stephen and cause a lot of shops and pubs to close as there will not 
be any passing trade 

will effect to many people getting to and from work especially as i work at the motor way service  

With a young baby and also working in the hospitality industry reliant on travellers using the M6. 
This will be detrimental to our personal and professional lives if the slip roads are closed. We could 
be isolated from friends and family and at risk of losing our jobs if the business closes. 

With such massive disruption to business and residents I can’t see why a temporary slip road isn’t 
being built.  

With the distance between junctions in this rural area being so great, shutting off a whole junction 
is beyond unacceptable. Many people use this junction for daily commutes and school runs, not to 
mention the emergency vehicles that are a lifeline for Tebay, Kirkby Stephen and all the other 
villages in the area. Putting the lives of people at risk, as well as cutting them off from their work, 
schools and loved ones if completely unacceptable, and should not even be considered as an 
option. One can only surmise that this ludicrous idea was dreamt up by someone with absolutely 
no concept of life in this area.  

Without a temporary slip road, the closure of the m6 slip road at Tebay will greatly impact upon my 
daily travel to Westmorland general hospital where I work as a specialist nurse.  

Work affect commute to work  

Would cause so much hardship for a lot of people. Just need common sense to come up with 
better option. 

Would have a devasting impact on all local businesses  

Would make visiting my mum incredibly difficult in this was to close. 

Wrong to do this to the Tebay community. Put some effort into a solution  

Yes, we need J48 to b kept open 

Yhis would have a massive affect on my way to work and the effect of travelling further, causing 
more affects on the environment and local businesses too!  

You must keep this road open and place a slip road.  

You need to revise your plans this is not just about a motorway it's about a community and people 
visitors to the area, travellers on motorway need services. 

You need to think of the businesses and residents from the local area and the knock on affect it 
will have for them 

You simply cannot redesign established transport routes like that! People's lives are shaped 
around them. 

 


