Anne Taylor
Statement for the Town Council

I have lived in Upper Eden since 2012 and in Kirkby Stephen itself since 2016. Not long
compared with many other incomers but long enough to have gained some understanding
of the history and special quality of the town. Gradually I joined groups and organisations:
first the Women’s Institute, then Upper Eden History Society. I take an active role in both
— I have been Chair of UEHS since September 2015.

As a non-council member, I joined the Jubilee Park Working Group as soon as it
was established, contributing my knowledge of the park’s history and an interest in
wildlife. I lead the Friends of Jubilee Park, co-ordinating the work of a small but dedicated
team of volunteers, and organising an annual open day at the Westmorland Dales Festival.
Our aim is to manage Jubilee Park lightly, to benefit wildlife as well as Kirkby Stephen’s
human residents and visitors.

I came to this area two years after retiring from a low-key management position in
a Cambridge Museum: I was Curatorial Assistant, in charge of the archaeology store. A job
that I loved — handling unusual but precious objects, making them available to researchers
and setting up small displays. I have already been working in a small way, with various
individuals and organisations, to bring about a museum for Kirkby Stephen. I know that
other town councillors have the same aim, and I shall be pleased to join the team.

No longer owning a car means I am dependent on public transport or the volunteer
car service. When I first came here there were frequent daily bus services to Kendal and
Penrith. Then there was a low point and travel became much more challenging, even
before Covid—19 made an impact. A particular benefit that I bring to the council? As the
only councillor to use buses on a weekly basis I can report back, on behalf of myself and
other users.

So, I hope I bring to the council a range of experiences and expertise. I have
already attended council meetings on a fairly regular basis — sometimes to know what is
going on, sometimes to report problems on behalf of neighbours. However, I realise that
as a council member my responsibilities will change. In the public ‘gallery’ I voice my
own opinions, but as a member of the council I shall be representing others.



