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Report, regarding the creation of a new Byelaw changing the market day in Kirkby Stephen from
Monday to Thursday.

It is proposed to introduce a new Byelaw altering the day of the Kirkby Stephen Market from Monday

to Thursday.

This report follows ‘Guidance for councils on making, amending and revoking byelaws, Ministry of

Housing, Communities and Local Government, (2018 to 2021) and Department for Levelling Up,

Housing and Communities. First Published, 18 September 2012’

L N

The enactment under which the byelaw is proposed to be made is ‘Food Act 1984, s60'.

It is confirmed that the making of this byelaw follows the ‘Byelaws (Alternative Procedure)
(England) Regulations 2016

The purpose for the byelaw is to alter the day of the weekly market in Kirkby Stephen from
Monday to Thursday as it is believed that this will help reinvigorate trading activity in the market.
Kirkby Stephen Town Council has researched and consulted with market traders and the resident
public on a change of date for the market (established by Royal Charter 1353 & 1605) and has
advice from the Privy Council Office that via ‘legislation passed in the mid-1800s, markets

became regulated by statute and local bye-laws, and by any applicable highways legislation and

street trader licensing legislation, rather than by Royal grant - the creation of a new bylaw is the

correct way to effect this change. The Town Council has not been able to establish that the

original grant has been superseded by local byelaws as none are known to exist. The byelaw is
considered reasonable because its purpose is to revitalise the market. Trading on other days can
be permitted by a street trader’s licence obtainable from Westmorland and Furness Council who
are be responsible for taking enforcement action against anyone trading without an appropriate
licence on non-market days.

No existing enactment, law or legislation already fulfils the purpose of, and need for, the
proposed byelaw.

The proposed byelaw does not conflict with any existing enactments.

Kirkby Stephen is not revoking a previous byelaw as none is known to exist.

Kirkby Stephen Town Council has used model byelaw (Set 10) as the basis of its proposed byelaw.
A map is appended showing the area to which the byelaw applies (outlined in red). (App 1)

. Consultation. The Market was in decline prior to Covid and was suspended during the lockdown

in 2020 and has been in further decline since then dwindling in effect in the low season to a
single anchor trader who attends three weeks out of four. Between April and September, the
market attracts up to three other stalls. The Town Council has been discussing the condition of
the Monday Market with market traders attending the market and other traders currently not
attending. This research was conducted by ClIr. Lancaster through face-to-face discussion and
online. The findings of her research are that: Traders who currently attend the market would be
willing to attend and trade on Thursdays and a number would prefer to do so & Traders who
currently do not attend do not do so because they have been trading over the weekend and
Monday is a day set aside for rest/restocking and administration. In February 2024 the council
discussed a draft byelaw prepared by Clir Murray and it was agreed to proceed to a consultation
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which was initiated in the councils August 2024 newsletter with a history of the market (page 5)
and a call for responses from the resident public from Cllr J Murray (pages 6&7) citing the
Byelaws Alternative Procedure (England) regulations 2016. The Newsletter has a circulation of
1,500. Following this, forms were distributed at the Council’s offices and online. A document
summarising the results of the public consultation was considered at the Town Council’s ordinary
meeting on the 5 November 2024 when the results of a public consultation were examined".
Councillors noted the suggestion from several respondents that Friday should be considered as a
market day. It was felt that busy traffic on Friday would have a negative impact and Clir
Lancaster’s original research amongst market traders and potential market traders had pointed
towards Thursday being their preferred day. Of those who responded to the consultation 74%
were in favour of the change. At that meeting councillors agreed unanimously to proceed with a
new byelaw changing the market day to Thursday.

11. During the consultation process four people expressed opposition to the proposed change of day
in an online form. Their comments which did not receive individual responses from the council
are reproduced in full below. The council’s published minutes of the 5" November 2024
(24/141.1 & 2) record the outcome of the consultation a significant majority of respondents and
traders in favour of the change and the council’s decision to proceed with the enactment of a
Byelaw in relation to it".

a. ‘It would be better to build up the Monday market than change the day!

b. ‘No reason to be changed. Like Monday market day.’

c. ‘The market has always been on a Monday. What needs to be done is more stall holders
encouraged to trade here on Mondays/’

d. ‘Some years ago, some work was done with KSTC and the then town forum on this very
question and the findings suggested that Friday would be the best day to change the
market to. Friday does not clash with other nearby markets and is a popular day for
shopping in the town providing a good customer base for market traders. On Thursdays
the town is somewhat dead and at least half of the shops are closed all day or in the
afternoons. Since KSTC took over the running of the market they have not promoted it
sufficiently. They might also consider special markets once a month like local produce,
makers markets, art or antiques and perhaps some entertainment to encourage
shoppers and traders. All that said markets have gone down in recent years and without
added extras they do not generally do well. The market was on Friday before the last
Market Charter which was changed because the livestock market was changed. | can see
no benefit to a Thursday change’

9 June 2025.

Kirkby Stephen Town Council,

Local Links, Vicarage Lane, Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria, CA17 4QX.
t. 017683 74854. | e. clerk@kirkby-stephen.com.
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Appendix 1, Market Place Outlined in Red.

54.473442, -2.348600 Kirkby Stephen Town Centre, Kirkby Stephen CA17 4QT
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This map is for reference purposes only. You are not permitted to copy, sub-license, distribute or sell any of this data to third parties in any form.
Data last updated 10:00pm 28 JUNE, 2024

End Notes.

'Guidance (gov.uk) https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-government-legislation-
byelaws#:~:text=In%20considering%20whether%200r%20n0t%20t0%20revoke%20a%20byelaw%2C%2
Othe,assessment%200f%20the%20proposed%20revocation.

Food Act 1984 (S60) https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/30/section/60

" The Byelaws (Alternative Procedure) (England) Regulations 2016
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2016/165/regulation/7/made

v Email 18 December 2023 13:16 Privy Council Office to Cllr. John Murray.

v Kirkby Stephen Town Council Market day consultation summary (November 5, 2024) https://www.kirkby-
stephen.com/app/uploads/20241029-Market-Consultation.pdf

Vi Kirkby Stephen Town Council Minutes 5 November 2024. https://www.kirkby-
stephen.com/app/uploads/20241105-KSTC-Ordinary-Meeting.pdf




