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Statement of Assessment of ProporƟonality, regarding the creaƟon of a new Byelaw changing the 
market day in Kirkby Stephen from Monday to Thursday. 

Assessment of the impact of the proposed byelaw on those affected by it 

The Market was in decline prior to Covid, was suspended during the lockdown in 2020 and has been 
in further decline since then. Dwindling in effect in the low season to a single anchor trader who 
aƩends three weeks out of four. Between April and September, the market aƩracts up to three other 
stalls. The Town Council has been discussing the condiƟon of the Monday Market with market 
traders aƩending the market and other traders currently not aƩending. This research has been 
conducted by Cllr. Lancaster through face-to-face discussion and online. 

The findings of this research are that. 

1. Traders who currently aƩend the market would be willing to aƩend and trade on Thursdays 
and a number would prefer to do so. 

2. Traders who currently do not aƩend do not do so because they have been trading over the 
weekend and Monday is a day set aside for rest/restocking and administraƟon.  

In January 2024. Cllr Murray undertook to research the procedures required to make a change to the 
market day using byelaws and in February 2024 the council discussed a draŌ byelaw prepared by Cllr 
Murray and it was agreed to proceed to a consultaƟon which was iniƟated in the councils August 
2024 newsleƩeri with a history of the market (page 5) and a call for responses from the resident 
public from Cllr J Murray (pages 6&7) ciƟng the Byelaws AlternaƟve Procedure (England) regulaƟons 
2016. The NewsleƩer has a circulaƟon of 1,500. Following this, forms were distributed at the 
Council’s offices and online. A document summarising the results of the public consultaƟon was 
considered at the Town Council’s ordinary meeƟng on the 5 November 2024 when the results of a 
public consultaƟon were examined. Councillors noted the suggesƟon from several respondents that 
Friday should be considered as a market day. It was felt that busy traffic on Friday would have a 
negaƟve impact and Cllr Lancaster’s original research amongst market traders and potenƟal market 
traders had pointed towards Thursday being their preferred day. Of those who responded to the 
consultaƟon 74% were in favour of the change. At that meeƟng councillors agreed unanimously to 
proceed with a new byelaw changing the market day to Thursday. 

Regulatory Burden 

It is not believed that the new byelaw will result in an increase in the regulatory burden. 

 

5 June 2025. 

 
i Newsletter https://www.kirkby-stephen.com/app/uploads/KS-and-UE-Community-News-Aug-2024.pdf 
 


