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Ordinary Meeting (Minutes) 
 
Kirkby Stephen Town Council, Local Links, Vicarage Lane, 
Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria, CA17 4QX 
Tel. 017683 74854 | clerk@kirkby-stephen.com | Online 
www.kirkby-stephen.com 

   8 July 2025, Ordinary Meeting at Local Links at 18.45. 
 

 Attending.  Cllrs P Richardson (Chairman), A Birtles (part), J. Murray (part), A Waite, S 
Lancaster, A Taylor, D Thornton, G Wren & C Barnes (Clerk) 
3 Member(s) of the public attending. 

 

   
25/058 Public Participation 

1. A member of the public spoke to clarify that their offer of a seat was for a specific 
location outside the visitor centre only. 
2. A member of the public made a specific arrangement to visit Jubilee Park with Cllr 
Wren. 
 

 

25/059 Westmorland and Furness Councillors Participation 
1. Works to complete the accessible High St. pedestrian crossing would commence 
on the 28th July. 
2. Government had now confirmed that the A66 dualling would go ahead after the 
spending review. 

 

25/060 Participation of the Police 
None. 
 

 

25/061 Apologies and Welcomes 
The resignation of Cllr Hall was noted; councillors signed a card with good wishes. 
Apologies for the part of the meeting had been received from Cllrs Murray and 
Birtles. 

 

25/062 Declarations and Dispensations 
None 
 

 

25/063 Exclusion of the Press & Public 
It was RESOLVED that Press and Public would not be excluded from discussion of any 
item. 

 

25/064 Minutes 
The Chairman was authorised to sign the draft minutes of meetings as a true record 
and approve recommendations as follows subject to minor amends:  
1. Draft Minutes Planning Committee 26 June. 
2. Draft Minutes Ordinary Meeting 10 June. 
The planning committee scheduled for the 3 July had been cancelled for lack of 
business. 
 

 

25/065.1 Portfolios & Projects | Community Planning. Cllr Hall had resigned from the council 
leaving part of the portfolio open. Safeguarding policy update, there had been no 
progress owing to capacity and prioritisation issues. 
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25/065.2 Portfolios & Projects | Highways Travel & Transport 
1. Appleby Horse Fair review meeting (23 June). This had been largely positive. There 
had been 122 arrests during the fair and policing had been pro-active. Over 70 of 
these arrests had related to drink or drug driving offences committed by local people.  
Cllr Waite complimented the leadership shown by Westmorland and Furness’ 
Director of Thriving Communities in the role of MASCG Chair. Police had 
demonstrated a commitment to maintain the current approach and maintain 
continuity in their policing of the fair. 
2. The combined transport timetable for Summer 2025 had been published and 
distributed. 
3. W&F Parking Survey had closed on the 7th July. 
4. Replies to the Chairman’s correspondence regarding the works proposed for 
Junction 38 on the M6 and the replacement of the bridges in the Tebay gorge had 
been received from Lilian Greenwood MP, Minister for the Future of Roads and 
Nicola Bell, MBE Chief Capital Delivery Officer, National Highways. Both replies were 
a substantive response committing to maintain engagement with affected 
communities. An independent study conducted by the Cumbrian Local Enterprise 
Partnership in 2024 was referenced. This was said to provide evidence of minimal 
impacts on local traffic volumes, businesses and economic activities. It was agreed 
that Cllr Murray would ask Enterprise Cumbria for a copy of the report. 
 

 

25/065.2 
 

Portfolios & Projects | Economy & Community 
The Chairman proposed to make a £50 contribution to the support of ‘Art in the 
Mart’ from his allowance. Signposting advice to more substantial funding had been 
provided to the organisers, and a small grant scheme award could be considered in 
future years. 
 

 

25/065.3 Portfolios & Projects | Property Open Spaces & Parks 
1. Correspondence had been received from the lighting manager at Westmorland 
and Furness council clarifying that 30 responses from parish councils had been 
received seeking to transfer lighting to Westmorland and Furness Council. They had 
committed to complete this transfer as quickly as possible and a request to 
Westmorland and Furness legal team for an officer to be assigned to the case so that 
agreements can be drafted between the two parties had been made. In terms of 
insurance and liability this would remain the responsibility of the asset owner (KSTC) 
until all units have been formally transferred. 
2. The Land Registry had made requisitions in relation to the Cloisters and 
Marketplace applications for first title seeking clarity on the existence of highways 
rights. The matter was being dealt with by Kilvington’s following the original 
submission. 
3. Councillors AGREED that the Town Planters at Hartley Rd. should be removed. 
Planters originally situated at the entrance to Silver Street Garden had not been 
relocated owing to dilapidation. The ownership and maintenance of the planters at 
the co-op would be investigated.  
4. It was AGREED to consider resurveying the Council’s benches and seating at the 
next meeting. Cllrs Thornton and Taylor would lead on this. Councillors would look at 
formalising policy regarding the removal of dilapidated benches and the siting of new 
benches including gaps in provision. There was discussion of whether the bench walk 
map needed to be revised. 
5. Councillors AGREED expenditure of £1,800 on the upgrading of fencing at the 
bottom of Stenkrith Park with the work to be completed over the Summer. 
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6. The car park had been closed for the installation of a height restrictor, and 
Metcalfe' were scheduled to sweep the area whilst closed. To allow cars in Christian 
Head to exit access had been left open through the auction mart. Despite leafleting, 
the car park was full of vehicles that had used the auction mart to access the carpark 
when the sweeper arrived, leading to over £700 wasted due to those who had 
ignored the closure. It was proposed that during future maintenance, no exit route 
will be left open. In the autumn the hedges would be trimmed another sweep carried 
out and a drainage survey performed. 
7. Silver Street Gardens ‘Boon Day’ the clerk would be working in Silver Street 
Gardens on the 16th of July to support & engage with those who had expressed 
interest in helping to maintain the gardens. 
 

25/065.4 Portfolios & Projects | Jubilee Park 
A working party would be held in Jubilee Park on the 28 June in preparation for 
Westmorland Dales Day. Chipping and tree works would be carried out on the 3rd 
July. A day of family activities and nature workshops and a guided tour would take 
place in Jubilee Park between 11:00 and 3:00 on the Saturday the 26th of July. As 
part of Westmorland Dales Day. 
The working group would be siting several boulders in the park which would act as 
benches. 
 

 

25/065.5 Portfolios & Projects | Town Council Admin 
1. Councillors noted the ‘casual vacancy’ arising from the resignation of Cllr. Hall (A 
notice of vacancy was published on 25 June). If no petition for an election to fill the 
vacancy had been received by the monitoring officer by the 16th July the council 
would be able to co-opt a new member. 
2. An updated co-option policy was presented in draft and ADOPTED. There were no 
changes of substance. 
3. Councillors noted a change of phone numbers as follows: Local Links (01768) 812 
775, Library (01768) 812 045. 
4. Chairman’s Allowance: the Chairman announced grants of £100 each to Explorer 
Scouts and Kirkby Stephen Duke of Edinburgh Awards Group. 
5. The external auditor had identified a misstatement in the accounting statements 
arising from the inclusion of a balancing journal entry in the accounting statements. 
The Clerk had at their direction amended and resubmitted the return. 
 

 

 (Cllr Birtles joined the meeting.) 
 

 

25/065.6 Portfolios & Projects | Children & Young People 
Evergreen Community Trust. A meeting of trustees would be arranged and Charity 
Commission records updated to reflect the retirement schedule for trustees and new 
appointments - Cllr Murray and Head of Kirkby Stephen Grammar School. It was 
noted that a replacement for the Town Clerk was required as 
secretary/correspondent. A report of activity in the building had been received from 
Kirkby Stephen Youth Centre for trustees to consider and accounts were ready for 
approval. 
 

 

 (Cllr Murray left the meeting.) 
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25/065.7 Portfolios & Projects | Newsletter Update 
The Summer Newsletter had been distributed along with the combined Bus 
Timetable. Circulation in the Upper Eden parishes had been encouraged and was 
discussed. It was AGREED to offer surplus copies for distribution in town at Halls 
Newsagents and the Co-op (free). 
 

 

25/067 Market Byelaws (Thursday Market) 
Councillors approved the following documents circulated with the agenda and 
authorised the clerk to apply to the Secretary of State seeking permission to proceed 
with the enactment of a new Byelaw: 
1. Report, regarding creation of a new byelaw. 
2. Statement of Assessment of Proportionality. 
3. Deregulatory Statement. 
4. Draft Byelaw. 
 

 

25/068 Finance 
1. A schedule of receipts and payments up to the end of June including forward 

approval ‘in principle’ of regular/budgeted payments, Salaries, PAYE & NIC were 
APRROVED. 

2. The reconciliation at the end of June with a closing balance of £206,899.23 was 
APRROVED. 

 

 

25/069 Next Meetings. 
24 July 2025 Planning Cttee. 
29 July 2025 Finance Cttee. 
5 August 2025 Planning Cttee. 
21 August 2025 Planning Cttee. 
9 September 2025 Ordinary Meeting 
11 September 2025 Planning Cttee. 
 
Notable Dates.  
VJ day 15 August 

 

  
<ends 21.00> 

 

 …………….………….. 
Chairman 

 
………………………… 

Date 

 


