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Ordinary Meeting (Minutes) 
 
Kirkby Stephen Town Council, Local Links, Vicarage Lane, 
Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria, CA17 4QX 
Tel. 017683 74854 | clerk@kirkby-stephen.com | Online 
www.kirkby-stephen.com 

   7 October 2025, Ordinary Meeting at Local Links at 18.45.  
 

 

 Attending. Cllrs. P Richardson, J Murray, S Lancaster, A Tylor, A Waite, D Thornton, 
G Wren & C Barnes (Clerk). 
 
5 members of the public attended. 
 

 

25/087 
 

Public Participation. 
A member of the public thanked the council for their support in a recent planning 
application noting that the Town Council Chairman had attended the planning 
meeting to maintain the council’s support. Cllr Waite had voted against the 
application and seconded the W&F Planning Committee Chairman’s motion to refuse 
the application. He was asked by the applicant why he had done so? Cllr Waite 
responded that he had followed the W&F Officer recommendation and supported the 
Chairman of the planning committee in proposing a refusal (W&F). The applicant said 
that they had submitted an expert’s noise report and would have been willing to 
accept mitigations as to the management of noise as set out in the report but that this 
had been set aside by the committee. They felt that the planning committee chairman 
had been biased in his remarks about motorbikes.  
Cllr Waite said that the committee had not been aware that a time limited consent 
could have been proposed as an alternative that would have allowed the mitigations 
proposed over the issue of noise to be proved. He would have supported such a 
proposal and hoped that this could now be brought forward.  
It was said that the applicant would now need to make another planning application 
to progress the scheme. 
 

 

25/088 Westmorland and Furness Councillors Participation. (Cllrs Murray/Waite) 
Cllrs Murray and Waite spoke to a report (Appendix 1). 
They would continue to press for intermediate handrails to be added to the crossing 
on High St. 
 

 

25/089 Participation of the Police 
None 
 

 

25/090 Apologies & Welcomes. 
Cllr Birtles (Family Commitment) 
 

 

25/091 Declarations & Dispensations. 
None. Cllr Taylor would be updating her entry on the register of interests 
following a recent appointment to the board of Kirkby Stephen East. 

 

25/092 Exclusion of Press & Public.  
It was resolved that Press and Public would not be excluded from discussion of 
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any item. 
 

25/093 Minutes. 
The Chairman was authorised to sign the minutes of the following meeting as a true 
record and approve recommendations as follows:  
1. Ordinary Meeting 9 September 2025 (including confidential minute). Subject to 
a minor amend. 
The planning committees scheduled for 11 September and 25 September were 
cancelled for lack of business. 

 

25/094 Conduct of Meetings 
Councillors discussed an email from Cllr Murray regarding the management of 
business at meetings. Councillors AGREED with his comments/proposals. 
After discussion it was RESOLVED that: 
1. The Clerk would continue to prompt Councillors to submit items to the 

agenda in time to be included on the agenda. 
2. Cllrs Murray & Waite would submit a report prior to agenda being compiled. 
3. Other Councillors wishing to make a report would do likewise. 
4. The Clerk would add their own report as a standing item to the agenda. 
5. Councillors would suggest items for their portfolio or agenda. 
6. Items for the next agenda would be a standing item at the end of every 

meeting. 
At Cllr Wren’s suggestion these practices would be REVIEWED in the New Year. 
Cllr Wren favoured the idea of continuing to monitor the council’s plan on a 
periodic basis. Clerk to update. 
 

 

25/095 Lune Gorge Works Update 
Councillors discussed a recent teams meeting convened by the Highways Agency 
for MP Tim Farron in respect of repairs to the motorway bridges in the Lune 
Gorge on the 30 September. Cllrs Richardsson, Murray and the Clerk had attended 
together with representatives of local business. 
1. It was announced that the A685 Lawtland House Bridge connecting Tebay 

with Old Hutton would now be excluded from the current scheme and remain 
open. Councillors welcomed this news. 

2. Highways England presented at length on the issue of maintaining access at 
J38 via temporary slip roads and offered a justification for their dismissal of 
this possibility. 

3. Opportunities for participation in the discussion had been sparse. 
After discussion it was AGREED that the council would continue to press for the 
maintenance of access at J38 voa temporary slip roads accepting that the 
consequence may be an extension to the duration of the programme overall. 
 

 

25/096 Code of Conduct 
Councillors RESOLVED to adopt a revised Code of Conduct as drafted. 
It was further AGREED following the Clerk and Chairman’s attendance at Code of 
Conduct Training on the 2nd October that ‘Standing Dispensations’ would be 
added to the agenda for the Annual Meeting. 
 

 

25/097 Stenkrith Fencing  
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The Council AUTHORISED the installation of fencing between Stenkrith Park and 
the adjacent field at a total cost of £7,200 to including £2,400 the cost of enabling 
tree works on the boundary of the property. 
NOTING the content of an email from the Clerk (1/10/2025) as regards the use of 
restricted funds and summarising the steps taken to procure the service. This 
expenditure would complete the project at Stenkrith Park with an anticipated 
small surplus being applied to new and improved signage/interpretation. 
 

25/98.1 Portfolios | Community Planning 
None 
 

 

25/98.1 Portfolios | Highways, Travel and Transport (& Appleby Horsefair) 
1. Cllr Waite and Iain Aldred had met yesterday to discuss possible future bus 

services. A prioritisation matrix would be developed with/for discussion with 
Westmorland and Furness Council and bus service operators. 

2. A meeting about the establishment of a 563 Sunday & Bank Holiday Service 
was scheduled for the 17 October with W&F Officers/Cllr Waite. 

3. Railway services at Kirkby Stephen (Northern Rail) had performed as follows: 
10% late by 10 minutes or less, 0.6% late by 30 minutes or more, 0.6% 
truncated, 23% Short formed. 

4. Dates were about to be circulated for drop-ins regarding the Appleby Horse 
fair 2026. 
 

 

25/98.1 Portfolios | Economy & Community 
None. 
 

 

25/98.1 Portfolios | Open Spaces & Parks 
None. 
 

 

25/98.1 Projects | Jubilee Park. 
The next meeting would be held on 27 October at 6:00pm at Local Links.  
 

 

25/98.1 Portfolios | Town Council Admin 
None.  
 

 

25/98.1 Projects | Children and Young People 
Efforts to convene a meeting of the Evergreen Communitee Trust were in hand 
with retirements/appointments to implement following recent changes at KSGS. 
In the meantime, the Clerk suggested that either a quorate meeting be convened 
so that the annual return to the charity commission could be submitted in a 
timely fashion or that the trust Chairman give an instruction. 
 

 

25/98.1 Communication & Engagement 
None. The current newsletter was in production. 
 

 

25/099 Finance 
A schedule of receipts and payments up to the end of September to 
include forward approval ‘in principle’ of regular/budgeted payments, Salaries, 
PAYE & NIC was APRROVED. 
The bank reconciliation at the end of September with a closing balance of 
£175,853.85 was APRROVED. 
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It was noted that the two deposit accounts had been activated with a transfer of 
£10.00 each. The Clerk advised that in line with the council’s previous decision 
£28,851 would be transferred to the Branch Access Account together with £2,500 
agreed as a contribution to the Asset Reserve and approximately £124,000 would 
be transferred to the Esaver account in the coming week leaving a balance of £20k 
in the current account. 
 
The clerk would discuss the treatment of transfers as regards bookkeeping with 
Cllr Waite outside of the meeting. 
 

25/100 Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk’s Report (Appendix 2) was noted. 
1. In addition, points were raised as follows: following the weekends storms the 

branches in Christian Head would be cleared chipped ASAP. The work would 
be combined with works in Jubilee Park.  

2. The deep clean of Stoneshot toilets would take place on the 14th October.  
3. Costs were being sought regarding the remediation of a leak at the Upper 

Eden Visitor Information Centre. 
 

 

25/101 Staff Pay 
The Clerk was authorised to apply the Local Government Services NJC Pay 
Agreement 2025/26 (Green Book) back dated to April in line with contracts of 
employment as appropriate. 
 

 

25/102 
 

Internal Auditor 
John Andrew is retiring and his partner who oversees our internal audit is 
transferring to Stables Thompson and Briscoe. Councillors AUTHORISED the clerk 
to appoint Stables Thompson and Briscoe as internal auditors. 
 

 

25/103 Next Meetings  
1. 14 October 2025 Planning Committee 
2. 23 October 2025 Planning Committee 
3. 6 November 2025 Planning Committee 
4. 11 November 2025 Finance Committee 
5. 11 November 2025 Ordinary Meeting 

 

 

25/104 Other 
1. Halloween Walks 26 October  
2. Xmas Lights 22 November 
 

 

25/105 Items for the next agenda. 
Clerk Community Governance Review (Discussion/Response). 
Clerk Email addresses for Councillors. 
D T  Briefing/Training on Declarations of Interest/Code of Conduct. 
  

 

 

 <ends 19.55>  
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Appendix 1 | Report of Cllrs Waite/Murray 

October 2025 

This report is a brief summary of issues and news at W&F, Eden Locality and Kirkby Stephen level.  Please 
ask if you want more detail. 

 On Monday 29th September the W&F Cabinet confirmed that it is minded to give its consent to the 
establishment of the Cumbria Mayoral Combined Authority. This was discussed at Scrutiny on 
Tuesday 30th and will debated by the full council on October 9th before being finally decided by 
Cabinet on October 14th.  The combined authority will come into existence in early 2026 before the 
first mayoral election in May 2027 (which is also the date for the next full council elections) 

 There was a flood in Voreda House, Penrith in mid-September.   
 The final report of the Local Government Boundary Commission was published at the end of 

September.  Kirkby Stephen will be in a new Kirkby Stephen and Brough ward.  The rest of the old 
ward will go into a new Tebay and Old Hutton ward. 

 The service provided by Cumbria Classic Coaches has now ended. We are waiting for the outcome of 
the tender for these routes.  The community 106 service is continuing to run with Kirkby Lonsdale 
Coaches providing a six month ‘cover’.   

 Thinking about the 563 and other services that depend on Bus Grant Once funding for the next year 
(2026-27) the current routes and any proposed new routes will be tendered.   

 Along with Tim Farron we are continuing to argue for mitigations to the M6 Lune Gorge project.  
Along with Paul and Christian, JM attended a Zoom with National Highways, local businesses and 
community representatives at the end of September.  The rebuild of the A685 bridge has been 
moved until after the main M6 project. 

 We will keep pressing for ‘intermediate’ rails on the handrails around the ‘new’ zebra crossing ramp. 
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Appendix 2 | Clerk’s Report 

1 October 2025 
 
Incoming 
1. Kings Arms Project, Encounter Eden have completed the purchase and are planning 

consultation. A piece is being prepared for the Community Newsletter. 
2. BT will be conducting a signal survey in Jubilee Park in October. 
3. Kier Construction want a meeting with Councillors/Council regarding the Lune Gorge 

(waiting to confirm dates) I have suggested that this could be an extraordinary meeting. 
4. Safeguarding Update, a policy is in draft. Training requirement is being researched. 
5. Cumbria Archives, disposing of papers relating to Kirkby Stephen Town Council, discussing 

review of material with Cllr Taylor. 
6. Market Byelaws (no update from Secretary of State) 
7. Silver St Gardens bench tops finally made good by contractor. 
8. Union Flags, two letters raising concerns one letter in support. 
9. UEVIC, Leak at base of external stairs at UEVIC. New roofed area at the top of the stairs 

appears to be effective in controlling water ingress. 
10. Watermain renewal planned beneath the A685 Belah Bridge to Kirkby Stephen starting on 

the 13 October for 24 weeks. 
11. Local Links ‘Building User Group’ meeting pencilled in for the 6th. November. 

Updates from the last meeting. 
1. 25/071 ‘Keep Clear’ now added to A685 High Street crossing by W&F. 
2. 25/078 Phil Greenup Assistant Director of Sustainable Transport and Highways W&F has 

accepted the invitation to attend a council meeting on the 11 November to discuss road 
closure protocols.  

3. 25/079 Letter of congratulation sent to Classic Coaches (24/9/2025) 
4. 25/079 Mark Hodgkiss Scheduled Bus Service Officer W&F has responded regarding the 

council’s request to extend the 563 to Sundays and Bank Holidays (email fwd. 1/10/2025) 
5. 25/081.3 UEVIC Complaint passed to UECIC and circulated to the directors. 
6. 25/081.4.1 Silver Street Tree Works section 211 notice given (24/9/2025) further detail 

required by tree officer. 
7. 25/081.4.2 Bench Survey/Policy postponed owing to Cllrs holiday plans. 
8. 25/081.4.5 David Haughian Assistant Director – Community Infrastructure W&F advised that 

his team are arranging a deep clean of the Stoneshot Toilets - he will arrange a meeting to 
discuss the future of the Stoneshot site who should attend? 

9. 25/081.6.2 United Charities notified of the Council’s nominee (Cllr Lancaster) 
10. 25/083 Esaver and Access Deposit Accounts opened with first transfers made £10 each.  

  


