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Planning Committee 
 
Kirkby Stephen Town Council, Local Links, Vicarage Lane, 
Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria, CA17 4QX 
Tel. 017683 74854 | clerk@kirkby-stephen.com | Online 
www.kirkby-stephen.com 

   6 November 2025, (Thursday) online/zoom, 16:30 
 

 

 Attending. P Richardson, S Lancaster, A Taylor & C Barnes - Clerk. 
Apologies, J Murray. D Thornton (Chairman) 
 

 

P25/010 New planning application W&F  
2025/1854/HOU 4 Fletcher Hill Park Kirkby Stephen CA17 4QZ. Retrospective 
permission for erection of timber fences along the south and west boundaries. 
 
Councillors suggested that the planning officer satisfy themselves that the certificate 
in the application has been correctly completed. The fences are shown on the plan as 
being situated within the curtilage of the applicant’s property. However, it is believed 
that the fence adjoining the neighbouring property is jointly owned and maintained. 
 
It is understood that fences between properties are limited to 2 metres and that 
fences to the front/road are limited to 1 metre. Councillors did not support the 
application to exceed these constraints. It was felt that if others were able to fence 
their properties based on this precedent there would be a negative impact on 
Fletcher Hill Park overall. 
 

 

P25/011 New planning application W&F  
2025/2015/TCA Masonic Hall North Road Kirkby Stephen CA17 4RH. S211 
Notification for Conservation Area Tree Works. T1 Reduce and thin WHITEBEAM, 
away from Masonic building by approximately 150cm to create a lasting clearance 
from the building. T6 Reduce and thin FIELD MAPLE in corner away from Masonic 
building by approximately 150cm to create a lasting clearance from the building. T3 
Reduce, thin and shape CHERRY in central bed. 20% thin of crown in response to 
previous pruning and shape remaining crown. 
 
The development of Silver Street Gardens had been delivered by Westmorland and 
Furness Council under an agreement with Kirkby Stephen Town Council with UKSPF 
scheme funds and using a planning consent obtained by Kirkby Stephen Town 
Council. The consent references an arb report by Rowan Tree Surveys. During the 
negotiation of the planning consent at the request of the planners a second/revised 
arb report was commissioned from Rowan Tree Surveys which included pruning 
recommendations for the maintenance of the trees. These works were not included 
in the programme of works carried out at the time out of concern that the 
groundworks could have disturbed the roots of the trees and that carrying out works 
on the canopies could be postponed until autumn when the health of the trees could 
be better assessed. A section 211 application was submitted on the 24 Sept based on 
this second report by an experienced arborist. Unfortunately, the Town Council had 
been asked to withdraw this application because the planning consent referenced 
only the first report and not the revised report and the detail contained in the 
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application was not considered specific enough by the tree officer. The Clerk 
expressed frustration that this delay would mean that the Xmas Lights purchased as 
part of the UKSPF scheme could not be hung in time for the Xmas lights switch on. It 
was noted that applications for maintenance pruning of this type could be 
determined with three working days in the National Park Area. 
 
The committee recommend support for the application and has asked that the 
application be expedited. 
 

P25/012 Draft Design Code W&F  
Details of the consultation on the code were forwarded to all councillors on Monday 
3rd. Cllr Taylor would attend a briefing in Penrith on the 18 November. There is a 
‘drop in’ about the Design Code for anyone interested on Wednesday 19 November 
2025 (2.30-6.30pm) Appleby Public Hall, Boroughgate, Appleby-in-Westmorland, 
CA16 6YA.  

 

 
 

 
<ends 16.34> 

 

   
   
   


