Jubilee Park Annual Report for November 2025
1. Volunteer Days

Regular volunteers: Anne, Janice, Val, Debbie, Gill, Alison plus Paul Richardson, Dorothy
Thornton and members of Upper Eden Rotary Club. The team usually meets on the second
Saturday of each month, from 10.00 to 12.00.

11 January 2025 — a beautiful but very cold and frosty/snowy morning and Anne Taylor was
the only volunteer present. Several fallen trees were noted, mostly the short-lived silver
birches that were top-heavy with ivy and had come down in recent storms.

8 February — 4 volunteers, another very cold morning and we walked around the site, made
notes and took photographs of the fallen trees and the plants in bloom: Galanthus nivalis
(wild snowdrops) and the hyacinth leaves were coming up.

8 March — 4 volunteers again and we planted a few more of the old bulbs donated by Eden
Valley Produce. The wild daffodils were growing well with several in bloom, and Primula
vulgaris (wild primroses) planted last autumn were also flowering.

12 April — many volunteers, the regulars plus members of Upper Eden Rotary Club, came to
plant 500 ‘in the green’ wild daffodils Narcissus pseudonarcissus lobularis bought from Wild
Your Garden. We chose to plant ‘in the green’ daffodils because at this time of year we could
see where the planting gaps were. The job was completed very quickly.

10 May — only 3 volunteers but we swept the central path and cleared the stone steps of
leaves. So much coming into bloom: Ajuga reptans (Bugle), Viola riviniana (Dog violet),
Neottia ovata (Common Twayblade orchids), Fragaria vesca (wild strawberries), Geum rivale
(Water avens).

28 June — the June meeting was postponed from 14th to 28th because Anne Taylor was not
available on the usual second Saturday. Saturday 28th was very wet and midgy and trees to
be felled were selected, sprayed with a red dot. The Lillium martagon (Turk’s cap lillies) were
in full bloom near the lower entrance, and the Dactylorhiza fuchsia (Common spotted
orchids) were also doing well. Anna Lorent, a visiting student from France, worked for one
week in June making drawings at Jubilee Park for a booklet to be used at the Open Day.

12 July — no usual volunteer meeting because of the clash with the 1940s weekend at Kirkby
Stephen East station and in the town centre. Many of the Jubilee Park volunteers are also
involved with the railway so could not be available for work in the park.

26 July — the annual Open Day, 11.00 to 3.00, as part of the Westmorland Dales Festival with
4 volunteers. We put up bunting, and tubs of plants were brought by volunteer Alison to
decorate the stone steps. The first visitors arrived before 11.00 and then several families
visited, one after the other, so the team was continually busy, but not over-stretched:
fourteen children in all, plus parents. Charlotte Rankin had donated butterfly nets, insect
boxes and identification charts and these were put to good use. The other usual activities
were as popular as ever (using hand lenses, the egg box collecting game, colouring a moth
and adding plant antennae) and we also had a large-piece jigsaw of a butterfly that was



challenging and enjoyable. Anna’s booklets were given out with children completing some of
the tasks and taking them home to finish. Anne Taylor led a guided walk at 3pm, with three
participants. Kingsley Singleton was the Festival’s official photographer; he visited us in the
morning and also attended the guided walk.

9 August — a drizzly morning and only Anne Taylor turned up. No work done.
20 September — a very wet morning so the session was cancelled.

11 October — annual Rake and Cake — with 10 volunteers. Phil had strimmed the goat willow
meadow in the week beginning 29 September. Raking did not take very long because this
was the second annual Rake and Cake session; there were fewer grass cuttings than last year
and all were placed in the compost bins. It was noticed that members of Upper Eden Rotary
Club had cut down all the shrubs on both sides of the metal railings, along the western
boundary. All the branches are in Jubilee Park waiting to be chipped. There are many
different species of fungus in the park and a member of the U3A Botany Group took some
home to identify.

8 November —

Summary — another successful year although there are slightly fewer regular volunteers. The
Open Day at Westmorland Dales Festival was the most successful open day yet, and all the
families seemed to enjoy themselves, children and adults alike. Members of the U3A Botany
group have made several visits; over the year. They have good plant identification skills and
give practical advice.

2. Plans for 2025 - 2026

Benches — Plans are in motion to install a few large flat-topped boulders to use as seating,
particularly half way up the centre path.

Handrail — It is proposed that a handrail be installed along one side of the central stone steps
to assist with access. Again, this is being progressed.

Summerhouse — The wooden seating in the summerhouse needs replacing. It is intended
that this work will be carried out by a joiner in the coming year.

Entrance Works — Discussions have taken place with representatives of W&F regarding
‘Inspiring Eden’ funding received for a scheme of improvement to the entrance of the park at
jubilee layby. Consent has been given for these restricted funds £20,300 to be committed to
the delivery of this project.

Discussion has also taken place with the Highway Authority as to constraints on the scheme
linked to the Highway (A685) and the adjacent Landowner which will inform the brief.

A Draft Brief will be circulated to the Jubilee Park Working Group and highways (W&F) and
the adjacent landowner before Christmas to formalise their agreement and approval to
proceed before being presented to the council.



3. Finance

At the Year End 31 March 2025, the Jubilee Park Charity held funds of £28,565.52 as follows:
£20,300 (restricted) £8,265.52 (unrestricted). In 2024/5 the charity had receipts of £4,402.81
including a generous bequest of £1,367.26 from the Estate of M. E. Rose and expenditure of
£3,010.52.

In the year to date (2025/6) it has had £3,050.00 of income and £1,642.71 of expenditure.
The current reconciled balance of the Jubilee Park Charity account on 31 October 2025 is
£29,972.81 which includes £20,300 of retained restricted funding earmarked for the delivery
of a scheme of improvement at the entrance to the park carried forward.

4. Thanks

The working group would like to extend its thanks to all those who have given up their time
to help in the park over this last year including all Saturday morning volunteer and members
of the Rotary Club.



