
REPORT OF THE SURVEY OF TOWN COUNCIL BENCHES IN KIRKBY STEPHEN, OCT 2025, carried out by Anne Taylor and Dorothy Thornton 

2020 
BENCH 
SURVEY 
NUMBER 

Bench 
Walk MAP 
NUMBER 

Number of 
benches 

FABRIC SITE, CONDITION and 
MEMORIAL PLAQUE (if any) 

1 1 1 Wood/metal Hartley Road/North Road corner. Now removed by the 
donor, Oct 2025, because of its poor condition and 
obscured by garden shrubs.  
3 plaques: Presented by Mrs E Johnstone in memory 
of her husband Cecil H Johnstone (Mrs Edith Johnstone 
nee Brodrick, B: 1902 D:1975, Mr Cecil Howard 
Johnstone, B: 1900, D: 1962);  
Presented by Mr & Mrs J Allason  
and 
Coast to Coast Fish & Chip Shop 

2 1 1 Wood/metal Hartley Road/North Road corner. Now removed by 
donor, Oct 2025, because of its poor condition and 
obscured by garden shrubs. 
1 plaque: Neil Thompson Joinery 

4 3 1 Metal Edensyde, by river.  

5 4 1 Stone Edensyde, curved stone bench.  
Needs repair – one flat stone 
on the seat section is cracked 
and loose, one flat stone 
missing. Looks as if they have 
been jumped on.  
 
1 plaque (badly scratched): 
Calor Village of the year 2011  
Built by I Cousins & KSGS 
pupils. 
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6 5 1 Metal/wood Eden Bridge, woodwork needs 
some attention? Not unsafe but 
wood is cracking at the seat ends 
and on the top bar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 6 1 Metal Paint/metalwork in poor 
condition, see detail in 
photo.  
On busy main road, opposite 
cemetery, but still usable 
and makes a good stopping 
point if walking from bench 
to bench. 
 
 

14 9 1 Metal Middlesike Lane/cemetery. Dog/litter bin next to bench. Is 
this bench used? Many bird droppings on arms but in 
good condition. 
1 plaque: In memory of John Rumney 

15 10 1 Wood/metal Happy to Chat bench, Redmayne Road. Used by Co-op 
shoppers. 
 

16 11 1 Wood/metal Happy to Chat bench, Christian Head, opposite Fire 
Station. 
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19 14 2 
benches, 
1 table 

Metal ‘All in one’ picnic table with 2 benches, on grass at front 
of Christian Head car park. 
 

20 15 
Bench 1 

1 Wood Silver Street Gardens, Happy to Chat bench. Removed 
when gardens refurbished. 
1 plaque: In Memory of William Gerald Philpott 
Veteran of Two World Wars 

21 15 
Bench 2 

1 Wood Silver Street Gardens. Removed when gardens 
refurbished. 
1 plaque: Presented by Mr & Mrs T W Bell 
Thomas W Bell was the pharmacist at Green Tree 
Pharmacy 

22 15 
Bench 3 

1 Wood Silver Street Gardens. Removed when gardens 
refurbished.  
 

23 16 
Bench 1 

1 Wood Silver Street Corner, near fountain. Removed when 
gardens refurbished. 
 

24 16 
Bench 2 

1 Wood Silver Street Corner, near fountain. Removed when 
gardens refurbished. 
 

25 16 
Bench 3 

1 Wood Silver Street Corner, near fountain. Removed when 
gardens refurbished. 
1 plaque: In Memory of Tom. Tom Russell and Moira 
Errington ran The Old Forge, Tom had also been Chair of 
the Town Forum at some time. After he died on 19 
December 2005, Moira received permission to place a 
seat opposite The Old Forge in his memory. 

26 17 1 Metal Removed when one of the sheep seats was installed at 
the side of the Visitor Centre. 
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29 19 1 Metal Nateby Road/High Street junction. 
 
 

30 20 1 Metal/wood High Street, outside 
the School Room of 
the Methodist 
Centenary Chapel.  
This is well-used as the 
start and finish of a 
weekly amble. 
 
 
 
This is in a very poor condition, 
and should be 
repaired/replaced; the wooden 
top bar is very worn and seat 
planks broken at one end. Metal 
ends in fair condition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31 21 1 Metal/wood Primrose Hill. Removed when work on the crossing took 
place, summer 2025. 
 

37 23 1 Metal South Road, outside Town Head Cottages 
 
 

41 28 1 Metal Fletcher Hill Park, Happy to Chat bench 
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42 29 1 Metal Westgarth Road/Faraday Road junction 
 
 

43 30 1 Metal/wood Westgarth Road/Westgarth Avenue junction 
 
 

44 31 1 Metal/wood Westgarth Road, opposite The Close 
 
 

45 32 1 Metal/wood Happy to Chat bench. Victoria Square 
 
 

46 33 
Bench 1 

1 Metal Frank’s Bridge, overlooking river 
 
 

47 33 
Bench 2 

1 Metal Frank’s Bridge, overlooking river. 

48 34 1 Metal Frank’s Bridge, along the path.  
 
1 plaque: Presented by Kirkby Stephen and District 
Chamber of Trade March 1993 
 

49 36 1 Metal Frank’s Bridge, Hillsbottom entrance.  
 
I plaque: Presented by the Uther Pendragon Masonic 
Lodge No 3481 March 1993 (with Masonic symbol) 
 

50 34 1 Metal Frank’s Bridge, before former Kissing Gate. I plaque: 
Presented by the Rotary Club of Upper Eden March 
1993 
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54 35 
Bench 1 

1 Stone/wood Frank’s Bridge, river edge.  
 
I plaque: These seats were erected in memory of FW 
Parrott Esq JP OBE 1890–1986 (Frank William Parrott, 
known as Bill Parrott, and nick-named Polly Parrott, Head 
Teacher of the Elementary School, founder of KS Youth 
Hostel, and much more). 
 

55 35 
Bench 2 

1 Stone/Wood Frank’s Bridge, river edge. Both benches are in a fair 
condition but with much shrubbery/weed/ivy growth 
that should be cleared. 

 
56 37 1 Stone circular seat, 

360º view 
On the top of Kirkby Hill, on land owned by John Strutt 
Conservation Trust. Hartley Parish. Owner? Rotary 
Club/KSTC? 
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57 40 
Bench 1 

1 Recycled plastic Local Links, on old playground. Only open Monday, 
Wednesday, Saturday morning. 

58 40 
Bench 2 

1 Recycled plastic Local Links, on old playground. 
Only open Monday, Wednesday, 
Saturday morning. Top left-hand 
corner broken. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

59 40 
Bench 3 

1 Recycled plastic Local Links, on old playground. Removed, because 
broken. 
 

60 41 
Bench 1 

1 Stone/wood Wood over stone bench, The Cloisters, on east side of the 
path. 

61 41 
Bench 2 

1 Stone/wood Wood over stone bench, 
The Cloisters, west side 
of the path to the church.  
Some repairs necessary 
at the end of the bench, 
see photo detail. 
 
 
 
 
 

64 44 
Bench 1 

1 Metal/wood Market Square, a replacement bench because the old one 
was in poor condition. 
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65 44 
Bench 2 

1 Metal/wood Market Square, a replacement bench because the old one 
was in poor condition. Was a Happy to Chat bench. 
 

68 26 4 Wood/stone Jubilee Park, summerhouse, 4 wooden benches on stone 
bases. All are in a very poor condition. The 2 in the 
summerhouse are broken, the 2 external seats are 
damaged.  
 
Jubilee Park Working Group members have discussed 
repairs/replacements – the grooved wood was beautiful 
when installed in 2005 but the grooves weaken the 
structure. However, they lasted for 15 years (still in a fair 
condition in 2020). Replace with wood, but not to be 
grooved – similar to the wood in Silver Street Gardens. 

69 45 
 

1 Metal Curved metal bench, top of Stenkrith. 1 plaque: 
Presented by Kirkby Stephen Town Council 
September 1993 in memory of Arthur Llewellyn Salter 
Council Chairman 1983–1990 

70 46 
Bench 1 

1 Metal Half way down footpath, Stenkrith, right of way side. 

71 46 
Bench 2 

1 Metal Half way down footpath, Stenkrith, opposite the other 
bench. 

72 47 1 Metal Half way down footpath, Stenkrith, at the bottom, 
overlooking the river. 

No 
number 
 

No 
number 

1 Metal Traditional metal bench, next to dog/litter bin at Stenkrith. 
1 plaque Stephen Hamer  
Now at peace 22.12.48 to 19.5.98 

Trough/ 
Planter 

 2 Stone slabs, bolted 
together 

Memorial plant trough outside the Co-op, containing a 
shrub and lots of grass, 1 plaque: This trough was 
placed in memory of Sid and Edna Rowe. 
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SUMMARY, SUGGESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION and ACTION 
11 benches have been removed since the 2020 survey was carried out, either because they were in a very poor condition or other 
work required their removal. These benches were (bench walk survey numbers, with bench walk map numbers in brackets): 1 and 
2 (1); 20, 21 and 22 (15); 23, 24 and 25 (16); 26 (17); 31 (21); 59 (40). 
 
One bench in Stenkrith Park was omitted from the 2020 survey (no number, last bench on the above list). 
One trough/planter, outside the Co-op is included because it has a memorial plaque on it. 
 
Most of the metal benches are in a better condition than some of the wood/metal benches. The metal benches, many installed in 
1993, are a comfortable shape, structurally sound and require little maintenance. 
 
ACTION? 

• Benches needing attention because of poor condition or surroundings: 5 (4), repairs to stonework; 7 (6) paintwork 
‘bubbled’; 30 (20) needs repair/new wood; 54 and 55 (35) need overgrowth around them removed; 58 (40) will need 
replacement eventually; 61 (41) needs repair; Jubilee Park benches need attention, 68 (26);  
 

• Three benches were removed from Silver Street Gardens (one a Happy to Chat bench) and three benches were removed 
from North Road/Silver Street Corner when the garden was redesigned. These have been replaced by benches on top of 
low walls, but there are no backs to these benches, and no Happy to Chat plaque. Wooden backs could be fitted to the 
benches between the ‘Letters to Heaven’ post box and the fountain; 

 
• Silver Street Gardens – one bench could be placed in the shade, near the entrance to the Masonic Hall, but remember that 

the monthly market gazebos use some of the grassy areas; 
 

• North Road/Silver Street corner – one or two benches could be placed next to the fountain; 
 

• A Happy to Chat plaque could be placed on one bench in Silver Street Gardens, and on one of the new benches in the 
Market Place, 65 (44). 
 

• The 2020 survey suggested the wooden planks on some of the wood/metal benches could be re-stained. However, these 
planks have now aged to a natural grey, some with lichen, and they fit into the landscape well. We do not suggest this type 
of action. Staining and varnishing the wood seems to require much maintenance, and little protection from the weather. As 
noted above, the metal benches have survived well. 
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MEMORIAL PLAQUES – these plaques have important sentimental and historical value; they are of 
value to the families of those remembered and also contribute to the history of the town.  
 
At present there is no documentation about the people remembered in this way. Members of two 
local societies are willing to research the plaques and provide background information: Upper Eden 
History Society and Kirkby Stephen Family History Group. This information could be kept at the 
Visitor Centre and the local library. 
 
FOR DISCUSSION AND ACTION 
 
A Town Council policy on memorials should be discussed and decided upon.  
 
For example, does the Town Council wish to continue the practice of allowing sponsorship of 
benches with memorial plaques? 
 
One suggestion is that a memorial plaque on a bench might only remain in place for the lifetime of 
the bench. When a bench has to be replaced, the memorial plaque could then be added to a 
memorial pillar (see photos, right).  
 
A fixed period of time has been suggested, such as 10 years, but some benches do not last 10 
years, and some have lasted over 30 years and are still in a fair/good condition. 
 
To retain the sentimental value to donors and their families, and the history, large wooden pillars 
(gate posts, for example) could be placed in several sites for memorial plaques, as has been 
used beside the footpath at Smardale Nature Reserve (see photo of the pillar and one of the 
plaques). Plaques that were on benches that have now been removed could be placed on the 
nearest memorial pillar. 
 
Possible sites could be Silver Street Gardens, Edensyde, Frank’s Bridge and Jubilee Park. 
 
 


