Westmorland and Furness Councillor report - November 2025

This report is a brief summary of issues and news at Westmorland & Furness Council, Eden
Locality and Kirkby Stephen level. Please ask if you want more detail.

The Cumbria Mayoral Combined Authority was discussed at the full council meeting on 9th
October and was finally decided by Cabinet on 14" October. The council has agreed to
participate voluntarily with the government’s proposals. We both supported this decision as
we consider that Cumbria will probably get a better devolution deal by participating voluntarily
rather than by resisting the process and being forced into it at a later date. The combined
authority will come into existence in early 2026 before the first mayoral election in May 2027
(that is also the date for the next full council elections).

Westmorland & Furness Council is beginning to consider its budget for 2026/27. There is a
forecast overspend of £10million in 2025/26, increased financial pressure especially in adult
social care and children’s services and an expectation that the government’s reforms to local
government funding will have an adverse effect on Westmorland & Furness. It is therefore
likely that savings will have to be made and that the Council Tax will increase by the maximum
permitted (expected to be 4.99%).

The service provided by Cumbria Classic Coaches has now ended. We are waiting for the
outcome of the tender for these routes. The community 106 service is continuing to run with
Kirkby Lonsdale Coaches providing a six month ‘cover’. Westmorland & Furness Council will
approve a tender to replace the Monday and Wednesday services to Kendal and Barnard
Castle but don’t have a start date as yet. This will run to the end of March 2026 when it will be
part of the wider tender that goes out.

Thinking about the 563 and other services that depend on Bus Grant Once funding for the next
year (2026-27) the current routes and any proposed new routes will be tendered in the next
few weeks.

Adrian is still seeking a meeting with Stagecoach about the possibility of a Sunday bus service
between Kirkby Stephen and Penrith.

Along with Tim Farron we are continuing to argue for mitigations to the M6 Lune Gorge project.
In particular, we are arguing that Junction 38 should be kept open, possibly by using temporary
access ramps. Adrian attended a meeting with National Highways in Tebay on 22" October
as did Christian and Paul.

The Rail Bridge over the M6 at Clifton will be replaced over the first two weekends in January.
The M6 will be closed over these weekends and non-HGV southbound traffic will be diverted
via Kirkby Stephen. It is expected that on-street parking will be prohibited on parts of the South
Road and possibly the North Road. National Highways will offer alternative parking and a bus
or taxi to transport residents from the alternative parking to their homes.

Council officers are working on options to improve the flow of traffic on the South Road through
changing parking and traffic management arrangements. We have carried out a residents’
survey on the South Road and intend to follow this up with a survey of residents on
neighbouring streets.

The parking spaces outside the Pennine are being evaluated by the Highways team because
of the continual damage to the pavement and because of the hazard caused when cars reverse
out into the road.

We will keep pressing for ‘intermediate’ rails on the handrails around the ‘new’ zebra crossing
ramp; and for improved signage for the Christian Head car park.

The Gramsceugh footpath is being used by cyclists and no cycling signs have been vandalised.
The Countryside Access team has suggested four options: Make cycling an offence by means
of a Traffic Regulation Order; replace previous no cycling signs with identical signs; replace
them with Cyclists Dismount signs; do nothing. Further options may be for residents to make
their feelings clear to any cyclist using the path inconsiderately or to paint no cycling signs on
the footpath.

Three drop-in sessions have been arranged in advance of the Appleby Horse Fair. These are
on 4" December 2025, 16" February 2026 and 22" April 2026.
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