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Background 
 
Career 
My first job after leaving university was as a Personnel and Training Officer for a Liverpool based 
firm making packaging for a variety of companies. From there I joined North West Water as a 
member of its industrial relations team conducting negotiations with the trade unions representing 
the various categories of employees. In the mid 80’s I became a meber of the team overseeing the 
computerisation of employee records and then became the person responsible for the management 
of the record system and the development of computer systems for Human Resources purposes. In 
early 1992 I left the newly created United Utilities and started my own business providing 
employee services to a variety of companies and working as an outplacement counsellor for 
employees facing redundancy on a sub contractor basis. 
 
Public service 
In 1981 I was elected as a member of Lancashire County Council representing a ward in 
Skelmersdale. I remained on the Council for 28 years holding a variety of roles including Chair of 
the Finance Committee and then in 2001 I became the Cabinet Member for Social Care. Within 12 
months I had overseen the change to separate Adult and Children’s Social Care Services. I remained 
as the Cabinet Member for Adult and Community Services until I stepped away from local 
government in 2009. 
 
Since then my wife and I took a couple of years to travel across Europe in a motor home before 
returning to live in Skelmersdale. In 2018 we moved to Cumbria living initially in Brough before 
moving to Kirkby Stephen in 2020. Whilst living in Brough I began volunteering at Eden Animal 
Rescue and in 2019 joined the Board of Trustees and then was elected Chair six months later. That 
is a position I have held ever since. 
 
I am interested in joining the Town Council partly to bring my knowledge and experience to the role 
as well as to seek to maintain and improve the town. We have a strong sense of community but it 
needs to be nurtured and developed which is something the Town Council is well positioned to do, 
particularly given the growing distance between local people and other forms of local government. I 
think the Town Council will also need to be a voice for Kirkby Stephen as local government 
changes. 
 


