Report of the Westmorland & Furness
Draft Design Code Consultation Workshop
Tuesday 18 November 2025 10.00 to 12.00 at the Penrith Parish Rooms
attended by Councillor Taylor

There was a very short introduction and the participants placed themselves into four groups,
each group sitting at a table with paper, pens and ‘Post-it’ pads. We were asked to look at 2
documents (see below and next page), discuss them and put the proposed code ideas in order
of importance. Also to add ideas for other design codes that we thought were missing. This was
just one of several consultation exercises, the consultation process closes on 14 December. The
Design Code will not be published until March 2026.

Document 1, conversation prompts



There are many large documents/chapters, dealing separately with commercial development,
barn conversion, shop fronts etc. Our table focussed on housing on greenfield sites, although
we did not have access to that document at the time — we were being consulted on general
principles. A copy of the greenfield document is at Local Links for anyone to look at, and all the
documents are available on the web. Some sections of the document on greenfield sites are

mentioned in the middle of this report — sections that seem pertinent to the proposed new
development in Kirkby Stephen.

Design Code Values

The design code supports these five values
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Document 2, Design Code Values



Each group reported back towards the end of the session. All agreed that many of our towns
and villages have grown organically and there is a mixture of styles and building materials.
So, although there may not be distinctive local patterns to follow, housing should be
appropriate in size and features. We also agreed that in a large development (of over 10
homes) there should be a mixture of bungalows, small and large houses, detached, semi
and terraced, and a range of garden sizes, from no gardens to large gardens.

Car parking was raised by several groups — there are likely to be at least 2 cars per home, and
there needs to be space for visitors’ cars, but there must also be provision for walkers and
cyclists. There must also be provision for charging electric vehicles, wheelchair access, space
for wheelie bins, and permeable driveways to decrease run-off. Reduction of car use was seen
as a laudable aim, but everyday cycling and walking (e.g. to work, schools and shops as
opposed to leisure cycling and walking) is not practical because of the road system in most of
Cumbria — narrow roads, no pavements, the large amount of traffic on major roads, and the type
of traffic such as motorbikes, quad bikes, cars, tractors, heavy wagons, caravans and
motorhomes. Farming and tourism are vital to the economy of the area and must be
accommodated.

We all agreed that developments must consider climate change, with appropriate insulation so
that homes can be warm in winter and cool in summer. We should be thinking of building
houses that will last at least 50 years.

There was no mention of density in the two documents provided to us, but section 5 Built
Form, in the document on ‘Green field Homes — Large (10 or more homes)’ does mention this
on page 108 in a ‘green box’ as follows:

‘Code GHL 5.4 Development Density: Higher densities for new housing will be sought in
more accessible locations. Variations in density will be supported on larger sites to create a
hierarchy of streets and spaces, to respond to constraints or to make use of specific
opportunities presented by the site.

Higher densities are sought where this will support integration with the site surroundings
and context areas. New housing must aim to ‘knit into’ the existing urban grain by
respecting its density and how this influences the character of streets and spaces.’

Nature has its own section in the ‘Green field Homes — Large’ document, 3.1 on page 40.
‘CODE GHL 3.1 New development must adopt a landscape-first approach to green and blue
infrastructure by:
a) retaining and incorporating existing Green and Blue Infrastructure assets into the
layout and design;
b) integrating new and existing Green and Blue Infrastructure on the site with the wider
Green and Blue Infrastructure network in the surroundings of the site; and
c) using several different types of interlinked Green and Blue Infrastructure so that the
network is multifunctional.’
Note: Green Infrastructure is a network of green spaces, e.g. trees, parks, gardens and verges.
Blue Infrastructure refers to water-related elements.

Some of the key points in this document, demonstrating a landscape-first approach are:
green corridors to allow connectivity between habitats

the edge of a development should be in keeping with surroundings

green spaces for community use should be provided

there should be green wedges, acting as buffers between settlements

retain existing trees and hedgerows, plant more trees using native species and ensure
there is plenty of space around them so they can grow to maturity without harming
buildings or blocking daylight.

There are surveys on-line that can be completed:
https://consult.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/planning-policy-designcode/
The consultation process deadline is 14 December 2025.
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Extra points, not from the Design Code workshop, but from the existing Kirkby Stephen town
plan, as set out in Eden Local Plan 2014-2032. This is being up-dated but that has not yet
been published. The number of houses allocated for land west of Faraday Road is 128, see
below.

Land for housing is allocated on the following sites:

Ref | Address Area Indicative Phasing Total
2014-2019 2019-2024 | 2024-2032
KS13 | Land to west of Faraday Road 5.39 60 68 128
KS17 | Land behind Park Terrace 0.75 24 24
KS26 | Land at Christian Head Care Home | 0.2 5 5
Total 0 84 73 157

Paragraph 3.15.4 on page 46 states:

‘Like many small towns Kirkby Stephen lacks 'green spaces' within the town itself. It is
ringed by high-quality countryside but lacks parks or pleasant open areas within the urban
perimeter. Apart from private gardens, the churchyard is the principal green space in the town
centre. The two designated parks in the town are both on the outskirts.’

3.15.6 on page 47: A vision for Kirkby Stephen

‘Kirkby Stephen will continue to prosper as the principal settlement serving the Upper Eden
area. New housing and employment development will help meet the needs and demands of
local people, but this will be planned and delivered in a way that does not detract from the
historical and tranquil character of the town.’

‘New opportunities to support and encourage the tourism sector will be explored and
exploited, with the town marketing itself as an ideal gateway to the Yorkshire Dales National
Park, as well as on the basis of the stunning landscapes, which surround it. The town will
continue to provide support services to the wider rural economy, but will also recognise that its
relative self-containment means that a wider range of jobs may be needed to maintain the local
economy.’

‘Kirkby Stephen will strive to reflect the right balance between meeting the housing and
care needs of an ageing population and retaining and attracting younger families on the
other.’

3.16, on page 47, Objectives include:

e The lack of green spaces and paucity of trees within the town perimeter will be
addressed and new amenity and recreational areas will be required in new housing
developments;

e To provide a mix of new housing types and sizes, including affordable housing;

¢ The needs of an older, retired population will be recognised and planned for, including
appropriate dwellings, sheltered housing and extra care for older people and suitable
medical services.

Anne Taylor, 30 November 2025



