
KIRKBY STEPHEN TOWN COUNCIL – 16 December 2025 
 
PROPOSAL TO MAKE MORE USE OF THE LOCAL LINKS BUILDING 
 
Upper Eden History Society is looking for space to house a collection of archive material 
as well as occasional desk and exhibition space to make the archives publicly accessible. 
The material comprises: three filing cabinets of photographs, newspaper cuttings, 
collections of information about the church, some of the shops, WW1 and WW2 and 
individual people. Eventually these archives may be deposited with the new King’s Arms 
development, but it will be several years before there is a clean, dry space in the building. 
 

 The filing cabinets are currently at the Quaker Meeting House, but a new home 
will have to be found now that the building is up for sale; 

 ‘Open Archive’ sessions have been held in QMH in the past, but the building is too 
far from the town centre for people to be able to drop in; 

 ‘Open Archive’ sessions were then held, monthly, in The Cloisters – these were 
very successful in that many people stopped to look, chat and exchange 
information about the town’s history, but this was not a good environment for 
paper archives, and it was sometimes very cold for the volunteers on duty. 

 
The proposal is for the part of the area currently used by town council staff to be made 
available for the second Friday and Saturday of the month for a display of some of the 
archives and an opportunity for members of the public to look through the material. 
These times have been chosen to coincide with the hearing-aid services use of the space 
on the second Friday, and the library being open on Saturday mornings. 
 
it is planned that volunteers, mainly from the history society, will look after the archives 
at those sessions. 
 
The proposal is to start this scheme on 10 and 11 January. 
 
Anne Taylor 
December 2025 
 


