Westmorland & Furness councillor report to Kirkby Stephen Town Council - 10*" March 2026

1.

Council budget/council tax
W&F Council set its budget at the meeting on 26™ February. Following the awful funding
settlement, which will see W&F lose £40m over a three year period, the rise of 4.99% was
confirmed. For a Band D property in Kirkby Stephen the full cost, including KSTC and Police
precepts, will be £2,589.79.

Cumbria Combined Authority
The new combined authority came into existence at the end of February but so far only has
one member of staff. John Barradell has been appointed interim chief executive.

Open consultations

There are a couple of consultations to make councillors aware of. One is to do with home to
school transport (closes 21 April). There will be a drop-in at Kirkby Stphen local links on April
13" from 9-11am.

Home to School Transport: policy changes consultation | Westmorland and Furness Council
And the other is a proposal to harmonise Blue Badge parking across the W&F area
Proposed changes to arrangements for Blue Badge holders - Westmorland and Furness
Council - Citizen Space (closes 18" March)

Household Waste Changes

The new policy will come into effect between now and July. Letters about recycling
collections have gone out. Collections will remain fortnightly; bags and boxes will be
replaced by wheelie bins (one for paper/card, the other for glass, tins, plastic); green bins will
be available to everyone but will be charged for emptying at £60pa per bin. The charge
probably won’t come in until July.

Over the same period blue bags for residual waste will be replaced by a wheelie bin, and these
will be emptied once a fortnight - alternating with the recycling collections.
There will be alternative smaller size bins available where they are needed, and assisted
collections for people with additional needs will continue. There are no planned changes to
the House Waste Recycling Centre in Kirkby.

Appleby Horse Fair

We held a drop-in in Kirkby local links at the end of February. It was well attended by the chair
of Brough Sowerby parish meeting who wanted to ask for additional stakes in Brough
Sowerby. We were joined by our new PCSO Fiona.

Adrian continues to attend the regular MASCG meetings. Plans remain very much as they
have been the last two years and we hope there will be increased confidence in Kirkby
Stephen, and that the town will be increasingly open for business during that period.



6. Highways news
As well as discussing our proposals for 20mph in Kirkby Stephen we have had some
suggestions for a more formal option for South Road. Laura McLellan has drawn up an option
which Highways will consult residents on, based on marked parking bays and formal ‘Give
Way to Oncoming Traffic’ signage. While the 20mph scheme will have to go through several
stages, South Road won’t need Locality Board approval, and so consultation could be
followed by installation in a relatively short time frame.

Following Tim Farron’s meeting with National Highways, we are still awaiting their revised
response to the proposal for temporary slip roads at junction 38.

7. Member Locality Grants
Adrian has given his second member locality grant for the year to ‘Art in the Mart’

8. Buses
Existing bus service support will continue until the end of May (no break in existing supported
services) and the Council is working towards having tenders in place for new / enhanced
supported services and the continuation of existing supported services from the 1% June
2026. The Council is working with its Legal and Procurement teams on the specific process
and associated timeline and once finalised we will be able to confirm dates, including the
timing of announcements to local communities.
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