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M Ordinary Meeting (Minutes)
KI R K BY S T E P H E N Kirkby Stephen Town Council, Local Links, Vicarage
Lane, Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria, CA17 4QX
TOWN COUNCIL Tel. 017683 74854 | clerk@kirkby-stephen.com |

Online www.kirkby-stephen.com

14 April 2026, Ordinary Meeting at Local Links at 18.45.

Attending. Clirs. P Richardson, A Birtles (late arrival), S Lancaster, A Waite, G
Wren, D. Thornton, J. Murray (early departure) & C Barnes (Clerk).

2 members of the public attended.

25/238 Public Participation
None

25/239 Westmorland and Furness Councillors Participation

1. Clir Waite had become a cabinet member of W&F Council. W&F was looking
to reshuffle cabinet roles, and a specific role had not yet been decided. Clir
Waite was congratulated.

2. Cllrs Waite & Murray had submitted a written report which had been
circulated with the agenda.

3. Clir Murray spoke on the Biodiversity Duty that had recently been placed on
local councils. He offered to lead on the council’s compliance with the ‘duty’
pointing out that Kirkby Stephen Town Council did in fact do a lot in this
regard and that documenting it using the toolkit provided should allow the
council to celebrate these achievements. Cllr Murray was thanked on behalf
of the council. The Clerk would circulate the details of the duty to councillors
for information.

25/240 Participation of the Police
None

25/241 Apologies & Welcomes
Clir Birtles and Murray (part), Clir Taylor.

25/242 Declarations & Dispensations
Clir Lancaster declared a personal (non-pecuniary) interest in item 5 which
concerned a family member.
Clir Richardson declared a personal (non-pecuniary) interest in 9.5 Easter Rally.

25/243 Exclusion of Press & Public
It was resolved that Press and Public would not be excluded from discussion of
any matters unless discussion of items 8 & 13 required specific discussion of
named individuals or on the grounds that publicity would prejudice the public
interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business.
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EV Charging matters

Councillors had received correspondence from both a local resident and the
Highways Authority W&F regarding the permissions required for residents to
charge private electric cars on the street. Although policy was still being
developed, in this particular case, the Highways Authority was prepared to grant
consent for on street charging—provided planning permission was obtained. This
this was justified on the grounds that ‘charge points intended for use while a
vehicle is parked on the street do not fall within the permitted development
rights outlined in Part 1, Class D or Class E of the General Permitted Development
Order’.

Councillors considered the issue of residents charging EVs on the street and
noted that demand would likely increase. They questioned whether householders
could apply for planning permission over land that they do not own and how this
related to the highways authority’s role. Access from each property varies, and
installing a cable across the pavement in a channel for example must meet
Highways Authority standards in the same way as arranging a dropped curb. If
every home in Kirkby Stephen applied, it would be costly for the community. It
was said that a resident had been quoted £400 for planning permission and this
had been a factor informing their decision not to buy an electric vehicle.

Clir Murray updated that policy was under development but that methods for
providing on street parking was being actively considered as was expanded
provision of EV charging in public carparks at Christian Head and elsewhere. ClIr
Thornton felt that this was a big issue that needed to be better resolved.

It was AGREED that the Council would write to W&F to press for progress and
engagement over this issue. Progress was expected in the summer after policy
work had been completed.

Home to School Transport Consultation.

A consultation had been held in person by W&F earlier in the day at Local Links
which had been well attended by local parents. It was noted that there was an
association between Orton School and Settlebeck. Councillors AGREED that the
W&F should reconsider the proposals regarding the Tebay to Kirkby Stephen Bus.

Correspondence had also been received from Kirkby Stephen Grammar School on
the topic touching on:

1. The impact on Pupils from Tebay and surrounding communities
Road Distances and Practical Journey Considerations
Impact on Post 16 access
Capacity at Settlebeck School
Implications for Kirkby Stephen Grammar School and the Local
Community
Councillors AGREED to respond to the consultation and KSGS fully supporting
KSGS's position and concerns.

vk wnN

Councillors endorsed ClIr Waite’s response circulated with the agenda as follows:
1. Retain catchment-based transport eligibility for rural areas. The
catchment model reflects geography, community ties, and realistic
transport conditions.
2. Maintain the Tebay to Kirkby Stephen Grammar School bus route. Given
the total absence of public alternatives, this is essential.
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3. Conduct a more robust financial assessment and publish the financial
modelling. Transparency is needed, particularly around route-by-route
savings (that are likely to be very small).

4. Conduct a full Rural Impact Assessment. The evidence shows these
proposals disproportionately harm isolated communities. The Council
states that it is committed to protecting the interests of people who live
in rural areas and it should demonstrate that it is living up to this
commitment.

5. Protect post-16 access to Kirkby Stephen Grammar School, especially for
disadvantaged and SEND pupils.

6. Consider a more joined-up approach involving the council’s public
transport as well as its home to school transport.

25/246 Market Square Parking Bays Correspondence
Correspondence from a trader about removing parking bays outside the Pennine
Hotel had been circulated with the agenda, highlighting their concerns and
business interest as follows:
1. Reduction in customer parking
2. The need to consider loading zones for business in relation to the
highway for inward and outward movement of goods
3. The correspondence made observations about the design &
reconfiguration of the pavement that should be investigated and the
possible relocation of the bus stop
The Highways Authority was asked to consider these points when drafting
proposals for further consultation (Clerk to liaise with Highways). After
discussion, the council AGREED to ask Highways to continue to investigate the
feasibility of a bus stop that moves buses off the road to reduce frequent
blockages of the A685 and improve traffic flow.
Councillors were persuaded of the merits on safety grounds of removing and
reducing parking but agreed that the comments from business owners affected
should be borne in mind in the development of any scheme for this location and
supported the principle of pre decision consultation.

25/247 Local Links
The Local Links Management Group had been reconvened on 6 November and
following that, new links had been established with Children’s Services & Family
Hub Managers (W&F) who want to promote new services from a base at Local
Links. After another meeting of the group yesterday with KSTC, the Library
Manager and Children’s Services represented Children’s Services/Family Hubs
had proposed that they be based on the ground floor in the space currently
occupied by the Town Council and that the Town Council occupy the current
meeting room one as an office and the current Children’s centre as a shared and
bookable meeting room/resource. Meeting notes had been circulated to
councillors. For Children’s Services this would facilitate close cooperation
between themselves and the library who were also keen to collaborate with
Children’s Services over the joint provision of services and offer events-based
library services in this space. The space would also be better connected to the
outside yard and could host exhibits etc.

The general and proposed approach would be a step away for the current
arrangement to a more flexible use of the building.

Chairman’s Initials/Date



(April 14, 2026) Kirkby Stephen Town Council, Ordinary Meeting - Page 100.

Councillors AGREED with the development of these ideas and the proposal to
consult with the public over the provision of services at Local Links. The Clerk
proposed that the forthcoming Town Meeting on the 19 May was an ideal
opportunity to engage with the public over these proposals and that details of
the new services approach could be set out and consulted on using the next
newsletter.

Clir Murray had proposed in the meeting that a short timescale for these changes
should be applied with an expectation (supported by those present at the
meeting on Monday) that changes could be made in September 2026.

25/247 Small Grants
The following grants set out in the 2026 2027 budget were APPROVED for
payment/transfer:
1. Transport reserve, £2,000 (Transfer/Earmarked)
. Jubilee Park Charity, £2,500 (Payment)
. KS Joint Burial Committee, £2,446 (Payment)
. Evergreen Community Trust, £1,500 (Payment)
. UE CIC/Visitor Centre, £250 (Payment)
. Easter Vehicle Rally, £1,000 (Payment)
. Defibrillator Batteries, £70 (Payment)
. Westmorland Dales Bus, £250 (Payment)
. British Legion, £35 (Payment)
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25/248.1 Portfolios | Transport
Headline Performance Figures for the Leeds-Settle-Carlisle Line in March were:
e Cancellations 0%
e Part cancellation 1.13%
e Delays >10min 8.83%
e Delays >30min 2.26%
e Short-formed 8.08%

25/248.2 Portfolios | Easter Rally
The Easter Rally took place over the weekend from the 4th to the 6th of April.
Unfortunately, ‘Storm Dave’ had brought cold weather, which reduced activity in
the town centre.

Over 70 buses arrived for the rally, and attendance at the Stainmore Railway
Company was just 200 fewer than last year, indicating that again around 10,000
people had participated.

Two complaints were received about the closure of the Christian Head Car Park.
However, additional parking was provided at both the grammar school and
primary school, free of charge. Three vehicles that required electric charging
were allowed access to Christian Head specifically for this purpose.

Unfortunately, the charge point had once again not been operational.

The Chairman noted that the Grand Prix site in Brough may not be available next
year due to the A66 dualling, which could affect the physical area needed for the
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event and that the Christian Head site may be much more important and better
used as a result. ClIr Richardson noted that it takes time to build up the use of
such spaces as the habits of exhibitors develops over time, and he felt that the
carpark should continue to be used in this way going forward.

Funds were raised for local projects by the rally, such as a laser cutter for the
grammar school.

Councillor Birtles suggested that the Council formally express its appreciation to
‘the committee’, (Paul), and all his volunteers.

The Chairman had collected only 15 bin bags of rubbish across the whole site.
Littering had not been a problem but there had been issues with the toilet
condition in Stoneshott (the Chairman had delivered fresh toilet rolls) and
overflowing bins, which the Clerk will address with Westmorland and Furness
Council.

25/249 Finance

1) Schedules of receipts, payments & transfers up to the end of March 2026 to
include forward approval ‘in principle’ of regular/budgeted payments,
Salaries, PAYE & NIC were APPROVED.

2) Bank reconciliations at the end of March 2026 with a closing balance of
£133,272.39 were APPROVED.

3) The Qtr 4 Budget Monitor was APPROVED after discussion as follows:

e Line 7 showed just 87% of budget achieved. The accounts were prepared on a
receipts and payments basis and £5,000 due to the council under an service
level agreement with Westmorland and Furness though invoiced remained
unpaid at the year end there had also been under budget performance from
advertising revenue associated with the Newsletter.

e Line 25 showed just £1,349 of expenditure achieved against a budget of
£14,875. This was due to budgeted expenses of £8,500 not being invoiced.
There were also issues with the analysis of insurance costs and the treatment
of transfer to reserves. As the analysis of insurance cost had no bearing on
the Annual Governance and Accountability Return it was AGREED not to
revise the statement. The Clerk would speak to Clir Waite and the Customer
Services & Admin Assistant about the accounting treatment of a transfer of
£2,500 to reserves.

4) The Statement of Restricted and Earmarked Reserves at 31 March 2026 was
APPROVED with a closing balance of £30,702.74. Interest had been allocated
to the open reserve accounts.

5) The Annual Accounts 2025 2026 were APPROVED.

25/250 Risk Register
The draft risk register was APPROVED.
The clerk noted that because approval occurred outside the calendar year, a "No"
would be marked in the annual governance statement and an explanatory
paragraph added to the annual return. Next year's risk register will be included on
the agenda for the annual meeting, which was missed this year.
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Living Wage
Councillors APPROVED the new rate of the ‘Living Wage’ for application to
applicable salaries from April.

Clerk’s Report.
The Clerk spoke to a written report highlighting:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Killvington’s has been appointed to represent the council in matters
concerning the transfer of the stopped-up highway at Silver Street from
Westmorland and Furness. This transfer will align with the council's
possessory title for land at Silver Street Gardens.

The last meeting approved a new safeguarding policy, with the clerk testing
the Disclosure and Barring Service procedures on himself. These procedures
will be required for councillors and contractors. Implementation has been
less smooth than expected, and an update will be provided at the next
meeting.

The transfer of footway lighting had not been completed by the end of the
year. The Town Council had signed contract documentation in December.
The council had received a copyright infringement claim from an agent
claiming to represent a photographer (Copyright Agent). Clirs were not
satisfied that copyright agent had demonstrated their right to act on behalf of
the copyright holder or that the amount claimed (£400) represented the
value of the loss to the copyright holder. A Councillor suggested that a
donation of £20 to a charity of the copyright holder’s choice might be an
appropriate response. The Clerk had received advice from Clir Wren
(Kilvington’s) and had written to the claimant as advised by them
acknowledging the infringement. The pattern of correspondence was slightly
harassing, and it had initially been hard to establish whether this had been a
scam with some emails directed to spam folders. The Clerk would circulate
the correspondence to Cllirs.

Dates of Next Meetings
1.30/04/2026 Planning Committee
2.07/05/2026 Planning Committee
3.12/05/2026 Annual Meeting
4.12/05/2026 Ordinary Meeting
5.19/05/2026 Town Meeting

Future Agenda Items
None

<ends 20:30>
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