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Clerk’s Report, 8 September 2026

Incoming

1.

Poetry Stones, Thanks to Walkers and Welcome/Ann Sandell & Pip Hall and a good many
volunteers for organising the cleaning of the Poetry Stones (11 July 2026) A very enjoyable
day that hopefully points the way forward to the stewardship of the ‘Poetry Path’ in the
future.

Market Day moved to Thursday as from 6 August 2026. The move received great local
coverage and although the market remains weak the number of stalls has not fallen below 3
with new joiners Martindale Muscovies (eggs) and ‘The Hairy Cacao Carters’ (coffees) new
faces. Longstanding trader Tracey’s fruit and Veg reports an uplift in footfall and takings. |
have taken the opportunity of renewing our market signage.

Church Clock is currently ‘right twice a day’ and it has been that way for months. There is a
balance of £347.45 in the restricted reserve dedicated to the clock sufficient pay for one
more service but unlikely to cover the cost of a repair.

Evergreen Community Trust, Support for the Evergreen Trustees in relation to the
administration of the Evergreen Building continues.

Volkerrail, Social Value Volunteers will be helping tidy up the Town Centre and other jobs on
the 10 September.

Changes have been made to the arrangement of rooms at Local Links. It has been quite a bit
to get done. My thanks to colleagues in W&F who have worked hard to implement the
changes with me. We still have a few teething issues to resolve particularly the loss of the
01768 812775 number which | have escalated, and it is proposed to finish off later in
September after clearing a bit of a backlog of work. The next meeting of the Local Links
Management Group is scheduled for the 21 September. So far one member has replied. The
payments expected under a historic SLA with W&F for 2024/5 and 2025/6 are still
outstanding from W&F as are the amended general ‘Heads of Terms’ for the council’s
occupation of the building. Progress has been made in sharing room booking procedures
between us and W&F.

| have done quite a bit of work on the IT Policy and Website changes we need to implement
to comply with assertion 10 on the AGAR. However, it would be helpful to discuss & confirm
the council’s approval of the general direction of travel before presenting formal
recommendations for approval.

Edensyde | Caitlin Fox, Pollinator Conservation Officer has written as follows: ‘It was fantastic
to meet and see how Edensyde is getting on. One of our biggest challenges with project
success is the continued management of a site, so to meet a contractor who takes so much
pride in his work made my week! Although the site had just been cut, it sounds like it’s been
getting on well. The plan moving forward is to add some more plugs in, to boost what’s
missing or needs some extra numbers. The next step is to organise a plug planting day, late
September or early October. This could be open to the public, or we could invite a specific



10.

11.

12.

local group to do it, such as a school class or scout group. What are your thoughts on this?’
Great feedback.

Footway Lighting, the transfer of our footway lighting stock to Westmorland and Furness has
now been completed (11 August 2026). This will necessitate a revision to the Asset Register
prior to the year end. The Town Council’s Insurers have been notified, this amendment has
generated a pro-rata return premium of £512.56, More than previously estimated.

The Cricket Club Treasurer has asked to be given a piece in the Community News about the
proposed development of a Kitchen Garden on land owned by the Cricket Club. The proposal
has generated some local opposition in Kirkby Stephen. | am mindful that the proposed
development is in Hartley Parish on land we don’t own. | have advised that this will need to
go to a yet to be convened editorial meeting for the autumn/winter edition.

South Road Traffic Consultation. Highways ‘have invited recipients [residents of South Road]
to provide any additional comments by 9 August 2026. Once that feedback has been
received and assessed, | will provide a further update on the outcome and recommended
next steps. An update is expected soon and will be placed on the agenda for a future
meeting.

Removal of Parking Bays outside the Pennine Hotel, Highways have written ‘given the
immediate road safety concerns that have been identified, | remain of the view that
progressing the original proposal whilst continuing discussions regarding the longer-term
aspirations for the Market Place represents the most proportionate way forward’. W&F will
be implementing a formal consultation. It would be useful to have councillors’ views on how
to respond as this may occur outside a meeting. Highways advise that rearrangement of the
pavement to facilitate a pull in bus stop cannot be achieved within the code that Highways
work to and that the issue of deliveries in the same space could produce conflict for users.

Updates from the last meetings

1.

26/024 Precision HR. Policy work had been expected to be ready to present in September.
Staff discussions/meetings to be supported by Precision HR to be arranged over Summer
delayed owing to absence/workload/holidays

Outstanding Actions
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26/017 Implementation of an IT Policy

26/017 New website with a gov.uk domain.

26/017 Ensure Website complies with WCAG 2.2 AA Standard

26/018 Action on HR Audit to be completed (September Target)

26/024 Appoint Internal Auditor

Jubilee Park Project

Signage Project

Policy reviews due in year as follows: Small Grants Policy | Jubilee Park Management Plan |
Privacy Policy | Retention Schedule | Council Plan Review | Market Rules | Equal Opps
(Aligns with incoming employment policies) | Stenkrith Beech Survey.

Continue to Chair Local Links Management Group.



