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Ordinary Meeting (Minutes) 
 
Kirkby Stephen Town Council, Local Links, Vicarage Lane, 
Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria, CA17 4QX 
Tel. 017683 74854 | clerk@kirkby-stephen.com | Online 
www.kirkby-stephen.com 

   12 May 2026, Ordinary Meeting at Local Links at 19:30  
 

 Attending  
Cllrs. P Richardson, A Birtles, S Lancaster, A Waite, (W&F), J Murray (W&F), D 
Thornton, A Taylor & C Barnes (Clerk). 
3 members of the public attended. 
 

 

26/026 
 

Public Participation 
A member of the public spoke to congratulate the organisers of the Loki Festival 
on a great new event for the Town. 

 

26/027 Westmorland and Furness Councillors Participation 
Cllrs Waite & Murray spoke to a report appended.  
Noting: 

1. the pride in the gold award for work with ex-servicemen and women 
the ceremony had been very moving 

2. progress with the establishment of a combined authority and the 
forthcoming election of a mayor 

3. speed survey on South Rd. conducted by Highways Authority 
4. new animated slow down signs on the pedestrian crossing 
5. the arrival of leaflets detailing green bin/composting leaflets and 

associated charges this morning 
6. no further news on public transport bus tenders were still out 
7. the appointment of a new Community Development Office 
8. the unfortunate clash with National Highways ‘Stakeholder Engagement 

Group’ meeting on the 19 May and Kirkby Stephen Town Councils, 
Town Meeting 

9. The award of a submarine services freedom of the district 
10. A consultation on possible closure of council care homes in Windermere 

and Alston. Cllr Murray was sure that the Christian Head Care home was 
not being considered for closure 

 

 
App.1 

26/028 Participation of the Police  
None 

 

26/029 Apologies & Welcomes 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
Apologies were received from Cllr Wren (Work Commitments) 
 

 

26/030 Declarations & Dispensations 
None, councillors were reminded of the need to observe the need to make 
declarations when appropriate.  
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26/031 Exclusion of the Press and Public 
It was RESOLVED that Press and Public would not be excluded from discussion 
of any item. 

 

26/032 AGAR Internal Auditor’s Report 2025/26 
Councillors noted the internal auditor’s report for qtrs. 3&4 and the completed 
certificate for the Annual Governance and Accountability Return. Both were 
APPROVED. 

 

26/033 AGAR Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 
The Governance Return as drafted was APPROVED for submission to the 
External Auditor. Two boxes were ticked ‘No’. Councillors AGREED that the 
external auditor would be provided with the following explanations. 
Box 5 | The council approved the revised Risk Register for the year 2026 27 at 
its meeting on the 14 April 2026 (25/250). The minute records: ‘The draft risk 
register was APPROVED. Because approval occurred outside the calendar year, a 
"No" would be marked in the annual governance statement and an explanatory 
paragraph added to the annual return. Next year's risk register will be included 
on the agenda for the annual meeting, which was missed this year’. From now 
on the register will be included in the standing agenda for the Annual Meeting 
to ensure that a single calendar year does not elapse without the review taking 
place. Councillors noted that the provisions of the adopted 2024 25 risk register 
(March 5, 2024, 23/177 & April 16, 2024, 23/196) had been maintained during 
the year 2025 2026. Including the provision of insurance. 
Box 10 | The box 10 declaration is new and unexpected. Reviewing the criteria 
that would allow the council to answer yes. Referring to advice from CALC 
received on April 8, 2026. The following items were found to be missing:  
     1.  An ‘Accessibility Statement’ on the website  
     2.  No specific ‘IT policy’ has been adopted by the council  
     3.  A check revealed that the council’s website indicates 16 instances where  
          the WCAG 2.2 AA standard of accessibility category A (must do) occurs. 
For these reasons the box 10 assertion is ticked ‘No’ 
Councillors noted that the council plan includes a review of the website before 
2027 and committed to the adoption of an IT policy in 2027. The council had 
current adopted policy in effect for GDPR 2016, the Data Protection Act 2018, 
and met transparency requirements in relation to the Freedom of Information 
Act and the Local Government Transparency Code 2015.  

 

26/034 AGAR Annual Accounting Statements 2025/26 
The annual Accounting Statement as drafted was APPROVED for submission to 
the External Auditor. 
 

 

26/035 Explanation of Variances 
The explanation of variances was APPROVED for submission to the External 
Auditor. 
 

 

26/036 Notice of Public Rights 
The Clerk was authorised to post the notice of public rights 
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26/037 Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk’s report had been circulated with the agenda and was approved as 
read. Three issues were raised from it. 
1. Late Payment of Precept. The precept had not been received in April. The 

clerk thanked John Murray for liaising with responsible officers at W&F. 
They had clarified that in future that ‘Town and parish precepts will be paid 
into the recipient’s bank accounts 7 working days after the new financial 
year starts on the 1 April.  The 7 working days recognises that these 
precepts belong in the new financial year, and there is an internal payment 
process and BACS processing time to allow for.  I have included a couple of 
days to account for unforeseen issues, and if there were a business 
continuity event the town and parish councils would be notified of any 
delay.  Payments for 2027/28 would therefore be in bank accounts on the 9 
April 2027’ 

2. The Clerk would include all the council’s leased and owned land in a 
periodic tree survey. This would mean that the mature beeches in Christian 
Head carpark would be included for the first time. 

3. Correspondence had been exchanged with the Police and Crime 
Commissioner, Police, Trading Standards and the MP over illegal trading in 
Kirkby Stephen. The issue would be featured in the forthcoming newsletter. 

4. The Clerk would be visiting West Layton Nurseries with the Streetcleaner on 
the 18th to check plant stock for the town’s planters. 

 

 

26/038 Portfolios | Town Council Admin 
1. Cllr Richardson raised concerns about the maintenance and cleanliness of 

the Stoneshot toilets. He suggested W&F consider capital investment to 
improve the toilets and the wider site. Ongoing vandalism has created 
significant problems, and a newer, smaller unit / ‘Changing Room’ might 
reduce maintenance costs. Ending free access might also deal with issues of 
vandalism. Cllr Thornton noted that the Toilet block was essential to Kirkby 
Stephen. 

2. The National Highways stakeholder liaison meeting was announced that day 
and clashes with the Town Meeting on the 19th. 

3. Councillor Richardson had attended the quarry liaison meeting and would 
also attend the multi-agency strategic meeting in Appleby on the 13th 
(tomorrow). 

 

 

26/039 Finance 
1. A schedule of receipts and payments up to the end of April including 

forward approval ‘in principle’ of regular/budgeted payments, Salaries, 
PAYE & NIC were APRROVED. 

2. The reconciliation at the end of April with a closing balance of £116,422.43 
was APRROVED. 

 

 

26/040 Dates of next Meetings 
19 May 2025, Town Meeting. 
22 May 2025, Local Links Management Group had been cancelled. 
 

 

 <ends 21:00>  
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Appendix 1. 
W&F Councillors’ report to Kirkby Stephen Town Council – 12 May 2026 
 
Council AGM 
The council AGM is largely a ceremonial meeting with the agenda dominated by appointments to 
Cabinet, various committees and outside bodies.  However, two items were note-worthy.  The first was 
the formal re-awarding of the council’s Gold Award for engagement with the armed services community.  
As the spokeswoman for the MoD said, this is more than ex-servicemen and women, it includes 
reservists, adults who run cadets and family, including dependents.  She described completing the 
application for the ward as ‘easy’ as the council has such a good track record. 
The other item was the adoption of the annual council plan.  If it isn’t in the plan, there isn’t any resource 
attached, so the plan matters.  It is on the website.  
 
Cumbria Combined Authority 
Having formally come into existence on March 18th with its first meeting the CCA is now attending 
regional ‘mayor’ meetings and is attracting resources that weren’t available previously.  The recent 
government Bill has reversed the previous policy of ‘compulsory’ devolution.    
 
Local Traffic consultations 
The 20mph consultation continues until 22nd May, and all the residents on South Road have had a letter 
outlining the option we approved at town council a couple of months ago.  The results of the 20mph 
consultation will have to go back to the locality board whereas the South Road proposals could go ahead 
much more rapidly. 
We have now had the ‘Slow Down’ electronic signs installed to protect the pedestrian crossing. 
 
Household Waste Changes 
Registration for the Green Bin subscriptions are now open and overall early take up is strong.  We don’t 
have a breakdown by area yet, and certainly not by parish.  The process for subscribing to the service if 
you already have a green bin is clear.  For those who have not had green bins before the subscription will 
be available to almost everyone – with an exception for places that cannot be reached by collection 
vehicles.  W&F will discontinue ‘skips’ unless parish councils wish to continue them and pay for them.  
Environmental Services (bins) is one of the key areas that Adrian now has a cabinet responsibility for. 
 
Public Transport 
The news at present is that we expect existing services to be maintained – the Barnard Castle and Kendal 
buses as well as the 563 – but there is no further news yet about any additional services.  Transport, 
including buses, is the other key part of Adrian’s new portfolio! 
 
Appleby Horse Fair 
We held another drop-in in Kirkby local links at the end of April.  It was not well attended.  We were 
joined by our new Community Development Officer Dani who has now taken over from Rich Scoffam.  
Adrian continues to attend the regular MASCG meetings.  Plans remain very much as they have been the 
last two years and we hope there will be increased confidence in Kirkby Stephen, and that the town will 
be increasingly open for business. 
 
Junction 38 
After a lengthy period of radio silence National Highways have called a stakeholder meeting in Tebay on 
May 19th.  Such short notice after such a long gap is very frustrating, not least because it clashes with our 
town meeting. 
 



(May 12th, 2026) Kirkby Stephen Town Council, Ordinary Meeting - Page 13. 

 
…………………………………… 
Chairman’s Initials/Date 

Other news… 
‘Freedom of the District’ - There has been a call for the Submarine Service (125 years old now) to be 
granted the freedom of the district.  But first W&F needs a policy and a process to do this.  So watch this 
space.  If the service is granted the Freedom of the District they would be entitled to ‘march through to 
the beat of drums, with bayonets fixed and flags and standards flying’.   
Care Home Consultation - There is a consultation starting on the future of two council-run care homes, 
one in Alston and the other in Windermere.  In both cases the occupancy rate is low and there are 
alternatives available.  I asked specifically if any other homes would be ‘on the list’ and the answer was a 
clear ‘no’. 
‘The Loki Festival’ - At the time of writing Adrian is putting out cones in the Market Square so that the 
Viking boat can be safely docked.  By the time we meet the festival will be over – and plans for 2027 
underway.  Whether it brought a few dozen or a few hundred, I am grateful to Adrian for the effort he 
has put in, the team he has recruited and for making the Loki Stone a live topic of conversation in town. 
 

John and Adrian 

7th May 2026  


