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Planning Committee 
 
Kirkby Stephen Town Council, Local Links, Vicarage Lane, 
Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria, CA17 4QX 
Tel. 017683 74854 | clerk@kirkby-stephen.com | Online 
www.kirkby-stephen.com 

   23 July 2026, (Thursday) online/zoom, 16:30 
 
 

 
Attending. Cllrs. P Richardson (Chairman), D Thornton, A Taylor, J Murray, S. 
Lancaster & C Barnes - Clerk. 
No members of the public present. 
 

 

P26/009 Local Plan Scoping Consultation 
Councillors worked through the document & questionnaire 
Touching on the following headings: 
 
Engagement methods 
Councillors agreed that online surveys, drop-in sessions, council stalls at public events 
and focus groups were effective ways to engage the public during the consultation. 
Councillors also agreed that Westmorland and Furness Council should align its 
consultation procedures with local council meeting cycles. This consultation was issued 
at short notice and did not fit the meeting cycle of the full Council. Allowing a six-week 
response period would help address this issue. 
 
Health and Communities 
Councillors agreed that improved public transport access, leisure facilities, healthcare 
provision and water quality were important priorities. They also discussed the need for 
housing options that would enable older people to remain in their own communities for 
longer, helping to support family cohesion. 
 
Place 
Under the Place section, councillors agreed that community, heritage and a greater 
diversity of local amenities should be priorities for Kirkby Stephen. They noted the 
need for a wider range of local amenities and commented that the conservation area 
lacked a conservation area appraisal. 
Councillors agreed that improvements were needed in healthcare, public transport, 
conservation, housing and community facilities. They also felt that a disabled access 
audit of the public realm should be commissioned to establish a baseline for 
negotiating planning gain and infrastructure improvements, particularly in relation to 
the needs of people with mobility impairments. 
 
Economy 
Councillors prioritised improved access to childcare, greater job availability and 
enhancement of the town centre. 
 
Climate and Nature 
Councillors prioritised the protection of nature and biodiversity, along with 
renewable energy provision. They considered support for ‘community renewables’ 
(shared infrastructure across larger developments) to be a priority making access to 
renewables possible for households that would not otherwise be able to benefit. 
Councillors also noted the high number of deaths recently reported in connection 
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with the May and June heatwave (Met Office) and suggested that, by the end of the 
plan period, this issue may become more pressing. Measures such as improved air 
movement within buildings, planted shade, external shutters, traditional sash 
windows and brise soleil could all help, although some may not appear traditional in 
design. Existing plan priorities favoured heat conservation responding to cold periods 
leading to properties that could be too hot in summer heatwaves. 
 
Travel and Infrastructure 
Councillors prioritised service frequency and more service routes, especially between 
Kirkby Stephen and Kendal. 
 
Housing 
Councillors prioritised the use of previously used sites and closeness to transport 
links. 
 
Natural Resources and Recycling 
Councillors prioritised Local collection points and swap shops. 
 
Other Issues 
Councillors expressed concern that the plan should be matched to the land supply in 
order to properly control development. 
Councillors were keen to see Kirkby Stephen benefit from consistent policy regarding 
a community infrastructure levy adopted across the Westmorland and Furness Plan 
area. 
 
<ends 17:30> 
 
 
 
 
 
 


