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New Market Day for Kirkby Stephen. 

Kirkby Stephen Market to take place on a Thursday from 6 August 2026. 

Kirkby Stephen’s Market has its origins in a Royal Charter granted on 16 October 1353 by 
King Edward, with market day being named as a Friday. This remained unchanged unƟl 1605, 
when King James granted a new Market Charter moving the market day to Monday. The 
Market has conƟnued for more than 670 years. Today the Market is the responsibility of the 
Town Council rather than the ‘Lord of the Manor’. 

Having survived massive social changes over the centuries, the market, like many others, has 
declined recently as shopping habits, technology and society itself have changed. During 
Covid, the Town Council asked traders to stay away, and the market has never properly 
recovered. Today the Market aƩracts only one or two regular anchor traders who say that 
they would prefer to trade on a Thursday. 

Research shows that traders who are acƟve at the weekend want a Monday to rest and 
catch up with admin & customers have oŌen done their ‘big shop’ at the weekend. 

The Town Council acƟng as a Market Authority hope that changing the day to a Thursday will 
aƩract more traders to join our anchor traders and improve the vitality of the Town Centre. 

Market Regular ‘Tracey Dinsdale of ‘Tracey’s Fruit & Veg’ is opƟmisƟc about the change 
saying that: 

“My customers have told me that they welcome the change & moving to a Thursday 
will mean a beƩer stocked, fuller stall with more produce.” 

Town Councillor Sandy Lancaster said: 

“As things stand the market isn’t working well enough and we must do something. To 
help with the change and build trader parƟcipaƟon the Town Council is offering a free 
pitch to new and exisƟng traders for 6 months from 6 August. We will work with 
traders and townsfolk to review the impact of the change and to find ways to try and 
improve the market. If you have ideas that can help – please get in touch with us – It 
is very important that we give this ancient market the best future that we can.”  

For more informaƟon about trading on the Market - please contact the Town Clerk 
clerk@kirkby-stephen.com or call (Mon to Thurs) 017683 74854. 


