Westmorland & Furness councillor report to Kirkby Stephen Town Council — 8th
September 2026

1. Council Finances and Budget Pressures

The Council is forecasting an overspend of £5.9million in 2026/27, driven mainly by service
pressures. It is also facing a budget gap of £16.3million in 2027/28. Consideration is therefore
being given to mitigating measures during the current financial year and to identifying savings
and efficiencies for future years. Maintaining frontline services while addressing these financial
pressures remains a significant challenge for the Council.

2. Buses

The Council is currently evaluating tenders received for supported bus services for 2026/27.
It is intended that the outcome will be announced in September, with new contracts
commencing in November. A five-day-a-week 564 service between Kirkby Stephen and
Kendal via Sedbergh is among the routes that have been tendered, together with several
existing services.

The Sunday 563 service continues to be well used. The Town Council may wish to consider
whether it would like the service to continue after the end of October.

3. Kirkby Stephen 20mph Limit Zone

Following consultation, the Eden Locality Board agreed that the Kirkby Stephen 20mph
proposal should progress to statutory consultation and advertisement of the Traffic Regulation
Order, including an extension of the proposed limit on Nateby Road. The statutory consultation
process has now concluded, and a final decision is awaited.

4. Member Locality Grants

As reported at the last meeting, we each have a budget of £1,000 available through the
Member Locality Grant Scheme. We have approached town and parish councils, voluntary
groups and other community organisations for suggestions and expect to make allocations
shortly. We have been pleased with the range of ideas received and are keen to support
projects that deliver clear community benefits.

5. Pump Track and Youth Facilities

Officers of the Council continue to progress the proposed permanent pump track project, with
the preferred location being adjacent to the existing play area at Westgarth.

6. Penrith Swimming Pool

A review is underway of the Learn to Swim programme offered by Penrith Swimming Club.
This has generated significant public interest because of the club's long-standing role in the
Eden community and its contribution to swimming development.

The review forms part of a wider standardisation process across Greenwich Leisure Limited's
leisure portfolio. No decisions have yet been made, and there are no proposed changes to the
club's competitive swimming activities or access to the pools for those purposes.

The Council is working with Penrith Swimming Club, Greenwich Leisure Limited and Swim
England to seek a positive and sustainable way forward and to ensure the future success of
swimming opportunities across Eden.
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