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Kirkby Stephen Town Council - Meeting of 7th November 2023  
 

Public Transport - Report of Adrian Waite 
 

Improved Transport Infrastructure in the North 
 

Following the cancellation of the HS2 project north of Birmingham, the government has 
announced increased funding for improved transport infrastructure in the north. This includes: 
• A new £2.5billion fund for local transport across all areas in the North outside the six city 

regions – smaller cities, counties, towns and countryside.   
• Landmark investments in roads, reopened train lines and new stations. 
 

It was suggested that a further £150million would be made available to support bus services 
but government later said that this was ‘indicative’ and not a commitment. 
 

The government also announced that they would keep the £2 bus fare until the end of 
December 2024. A welcome extension, but of limited use in areas where the bus service is 
itself limited. 
 

Details have yet to be announced, but the government says it will empower local authorities 
to create the public transport networks that their communities want to see. Hopefully this will 
happen in Kirkby Stephen! 
 

Locality Board 
 

Westmorland & Furness Council’s Eden Locality Board met on 18th October 2023.  
 

It was reported that they had a budget of £1,083,000 for supporting safe and strong 
communities of which to date NONE has been spent and only £10,000 has been committed 
(to children’s and young people’s services). Of this £250,000 is for local sustainable travel and 
transport, £100,000 is for strong connected communities, £10,000 is in a community grants 
fund, £33,000 is in a general provision and the rest is for other (mainly highways) schemes. 
 

The Local Sustainable Travel and Transport Fund is intended to support the development of 
local sustainable travel and transport schemes, including footpaths and rights of way, cycling, 
school streets and community transport. The fund will help improve public health and the 
environment by reducing congestion, air pollution, carbon emissions and supporting healthier 
lifestyles. It was decided to allocate £215,000 of this budget to several schemes that had been 
suggested by ward councillors. These include a new pedestrian crossing in Kirkby Stephen 
High Street, works at Stenkrith Park and works at Bollam Lane. None has been allocated to 
transport schemes in Kirkby Stephen but £35,000 remains unallocated. 
 

They have decided to spend the budget for strong connected communities through eight place 
action groups. One of these has been established in each ward and each has been allocated 
£12,500. It is intended that Place Action Groups will bring key partners together within electoral 
wards to discuss and drive local priority setting, place shaping and project work. It is envisaged 
that they will have a core membership of representatives from town and parish councils, key 
community or third sector groups, enterprise leads, as well as Westmorland and Furness 
Members and community officers. I assume Westmorland & Furness Council will be contacting 
Kirkby Stephen Town Council about this in due course. 
 

It was decided that decisions on community grants of up to £5,000 would be delegated to the 
Senior Manager, Safe and Strong Communities. Any decision for an amount above £5,000 will 
be brought to Eden Locality Board for Member decision. 
 

Conclusion: The Locality Board still has a small amount of money that is unallocated that could 
potentially be available for public transport schemes. 
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Bus Service Improvement Plan Plus 
 

Following the meeting of the Highways & Transport Strategic Board at Westmorland & Furness 
Council on 3rd October 2023, I intend to make a direct approach to Stagecoach and other bus 
operators to explore whether any scope exists for improving bus services in Kirkby Stephen 
without the financial support of Westmorland & Furness Council. 
 

563 Saturday Bus 
 

Winton Parish meeting have enquired if it would be at all possible for Winton to become a stop 
on the route for the Saturday service of the Stagecoach in the future. They realise that the 
timetables will be set for a certain amount of time but would like it be considered going forward. 
The Town Clerk has requested a view from Stagecoach. 
 

Kirkby Stephen West Railway Station 
 

I have suggested a meeting of all interested parties to discuss facilities at Kirkby Stephen West 
Station and am waiting for this to be arranged. 
 

Updated Timetables 
 

I am aware that the Town Clerk is seeking confirmation of future rail and bus timetables before 
we finalise the proposed updated timetables for distribution to residents. 
 

Adrian Waite 
October 2023 


