
KIRKBY STEPHEN’S MARKET CHARTERS 
 

The large panel on the rear wall of The Cloisters dates to the late nineteenth/early twentieth 
century. It lists the charges levied by Lord Hothfield to stall holders at the weekly markets 
and annual Luke Fair, and the tolls to be paid on items sold.  
 

Although the ‘tolls and stallages’ are correct, much of the information at the top of the 
panel is not. The first market charter was granted by Edward III, but in 1353, not in 1302 
as shown on the board (Edward was born 1312, and did not become king until 1327).  
 

The original charter was granted to Roger de Clifford, 5th Baron de Clifford, not to 
George, Earl of Cumberland. George was granted a market charter for Kirkby Stephen, but 
by James I in 1605. 
 

The panel, with its original hand-painted lettering, 
was looking distinctly shabby in the 1970s. So, the 
original board was painted white and pre-cut vinyl 
letters were applied, keeping the same text as 
before (in some light you can still see the outline of 
the earlier lettering). 
 

Both original charters have disappeared but 
fortunately copies have survived. Kirkby Stephen’s 
charter of 1353 would have looked very much like 
this – a charter granted to another member of the 
Clifford family in 1330, to hold a market in Brough. 
 

A copy of Kirkby Stephen’s 1353 charter is in the Charter Rolls at The National Archives in 
Kew, and a copy of the 1605 charter is at Cumbria Archive Centre in Kendal. 

Historical information courtesy Upper Eden History Society, October 2023 


