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WE SELL FUEL AND OILS

EXHAUSTS •  CAR WASH AND VAC

Nateb y, Kirkby Stephen, 
Cumb ria CA17 4JP

www .natebyservicestation.co.uk
Tel: 017683 71540

Simon Alderson: 07813 329921

•   New and Used 4x4, ATV and Car sales
•   MOT, Servicing and Repairs
•   Agents for Graham Edwards Trailers
•   Stock of Car, 4x4 and ATV Tyres
•   Towbar � tting, Air conditioning, Diagnostics
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PET STOP

6 WALTONS YARD
MARKET SQUARE,

KIRKBY STEPHEN, CA17
4QT

MONDAY CLOSED
TUESDAY 09:00 - 17:30

WEDNESDAY 09:00 - 16:00 
THURSDAY CLOSED

FRIDAY 09:00 - 16:00
SATURDAY 09:00 - 16:00

SUNDAY CLOSED

PET STOP KIRKBY STEPHEN 

017683 71660

EVERYTHING YOUR PET NEEDS IN ONE PLACE  

For our Spring edition of the Community News, we 
spoke to Maurice Hall, Kirkby Stephen Town Councillor, 
at Local Links for his own views and experience of his 
time on the council.

Councillor 
Chat: Spring
What motivated you to run for town council, and what 
experiences do you bring to this role? It was my way of ‘giving 
back’, Upper Eden has given me so much. 

What have been your initial impressions of the council and 
the issues facing our town?  It was quickly evident that the 
role was multi-faceted – councillors answer questions as wide 
ranging as “can you do anything about the potholes” all the 
way to “are you able to help the fight against inheritance tax”? 
People have high expectations.

What are your main goals or priorities during your term, 
and how do you plan to address them? I want to encourage 
enterprise, to create opportunities for our school leavers and 
to improve facilities for all. It is for these reasons that I have 
involved myself in the ‘Neighbourhood Plan’ and the ‘Town 
Plan’ both of which are looking into the longer term. 

How do you plan to engage with the community and gather 
input from residents? For some time now, I have found the 
best way of assessing concerns is to speak directly, face to 
face. I’m not a huge fan of social media – it’s often misused by 
anonymous individuals. This newsletter is a great idea – maybe 
there should be a space for residents to comment?

Can you describe your approach to making decisions on 
council matters? I like old fashioned protocols. Council 
matters tend to be serious matters and people care about the 
way we go about our business/their business. We have a duty 
to be professional and to respect the democratic processes.

What methods do you prefer for residents to provide 
feedback or communicate with you? It would be good to see 
more people attend the monthly ‘ordinary’ meeting where 
they would have opportunity to voice their concerns in public 
and on public record. Everybody knows where I live – just call in!

What are you most excited about in your role on the Kirkby 
Stephen Town Council?  Being in a position of responsibility, 
being trusted and playing a small part in shaping the destiny 
for succeeding generations. I see so much potential, it really is a 
gem of a town surrounded by the most wonderful countryside 
and full of talented, ambitious and caring people.

What is your vision for the future of our town, and how do 
you see your role in achieving that vision?  I see a prosperous 
and vigorous town for years to come. We are not making the 
best use of what we have – we undersell our assets to a wider 
public. Love them or hate them, visitors to our town can play a 
massive role in our local economy. 

I learned as a youngster that you ‘reap what you sow’. Rewards 
must be earned, and sometimes we don’t get what our efforts 
deserve. My work on the council and as a community volunteer 
can be frustrating – but I believe that our townspeople and the 
neighbours in the surrounding villages deserve representation 
and that is the responsibility of its local councillors. I hope I can 
measure up to their expectations in the time I have.



Anne says: I have lived in Upper Eden since 2012 and in Kirkby 
Stephen itself since 2016. Not long compared with many other 
incomers but long enough to have gained some understanding 
of the history and special quality of the town. Gradually I joined 
groups and organisations: first the Women’s Institute, then Upper 
Eden History Society. I take an active role in both – I have been 
Chair of UEHS since September 2015.

As a non-council member I joined the Jubilee Park Working 
Group as soon as it was established, contributing my knowledge 
of the park’s history and an interest in wildlife. I lead the Friends 
of Jubilee Park, co-ordinating the work of a small but dedicated 
team of volunteers, and organising an annual open day at the 
Westmorland Dales Festival. Our aim is to manage Jubilee Park 
lightly, to benefit wildlife as well as Kirkby Stephen’s human 
residents and visitors. 

I came to this area two years after retiring from a low-key 
management position in a Cambridge museum: I was Curatorial 
Assistant, in charge of the archaeology store. A job that I loved 
– handling unusual but precious objects, making them available 

to researchers and setting up small displays. I have already 
been working in a small way, with various individuals and 
organisations, to bring about a museum for Kirkby Stephen. I 
know that other town councillors have the same aim, and I shall 
be pleased to join the team.

No longer owning a car means I am dependent on public transport 
or the volunteer car service. When I first came here there were 
frequent daily bus services to Kendal and Penrith. Then there 
was a low point and travel became much more challenging, even 
before Covid–19 made an impact. A particular benefit that I can 
offer the council? As the only councillor to use buses on a weekly 
basis I can report back, on behalf of myself and other users.

So, I hope I bring to the council a range of experiences and 
expertise. I have already attended council meetings on a fairly 
regular basis – sometimes to know what is going on, sometimes 
to report problems on behalf of neighbours. However, I realise 
that as a council member my responsibilities will change. In the 
public ‘gallery’ I voice my own opinions, but as a member of the 
council I shall be representing others. 

New Town Councillor 
Anne Taylor

Voluntary car scheme update.
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KIRKBY STEPHEN – ASSISTANT CO-ORDINATOR REQUIRED
The Voluntary Car Scheme provides transport to Cumbrian residents of any age (under 18’s must be accompanied by an adult) 
who cannot make their journey by public or private transport. Often people of all ages needing to attend hospital appointments 
following illness or injury are surprised to discover that they are not offered transport to attend appointments in Carlisle and may 
find public transport very tiring. The scheme is very valuable.

Volunteer Co-ordinators receive requests for transport, then arrange Volunteer Drivers to provide the journeys. They collect and 
check driver’s claim forms, help recruit drivers and publicise the scheme locally.

To find out more ring Katy on 07788 396194 or 03332406965 (Option 5)
The scheme is managed by Westmorland and Furness Council - details here
www.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/voluntarycarscheme

In the last newsletter we appealed for a Voluntary Car Scheme Co-ordinator for this area. There has been 
some interest, but Westmorland & Furness are still looking to engage with other volunteers to help on a part-
time basis. So, on behalf of the organisers, we are putting another call out.

In the last Issue we appealed for a resident to join the Town Council as a 
co-opted member and the council is delighted to welcome Anne Taylor to 
the Town Council.
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Citizen’s advice
Citizens Advice will next be at Kirkby Stephen Local 
Links for their monthly visit on Wednesday 19th 
March. 
Details of future visits are yet to be confirmed and will be 
available in Local Links in due course. The service is usually 
available on the third Wednesday of each month. Drop ins run 
between 10.00 am and 11.30 am, and private appointments 
will be available to book between 12 noon and 1 pm for any 
confidential matters.

For more information or to book an appointment please 
call 0330 0563 037 or email Kirkby-Stephen@ca-ce.org.uk. 
(www.ca-ce.org.uk)

Member of Parliament 
Advice Surgeries
Have you got an issue you’d like to raise in person with Tim 
Farron MP? If you live in Westmorland and Lonsdale, then come 
along to one of Tim’s regular surgeries and talk to him. 

1.	 Thursday 27th March, over the phone, 3pm-5pm
2.	 Thursday 3rd April, Kirkby Stephen, 4pm to 6pm
3.	 Thursday 24th April, over the phone, 10am to 12noon
4.	 Saturday 5th July, Kirkby Stephen, 10am to 12 noon

Good Neighbours appeal 
for Members & Clients
Good Neighbours is a scheme that supports 
vulnerable people, often elderly, by’ prior to this. 
Matching them with volunteers who have the 
practical skills needed to help them or who can offer 
companionship. The scheme has been successful 
over the past eight years, inevitably there has been 
turnover in both clients and volunteers.
If you need help at home, please get in touch, and we will try to 
match you with an appropriate volunteer. 

Examples of assistance provided could include befriending, 
book delivery, DIY jobs, companion gardening, prescription 
collection, shopping help, using home equipment, reading the 
newspaper, and chaperoning hospital visits. 

Whatever your needs, however small, call us at 017683 71775. 

Our services are free, and Good Neighbours volunteers undergo 
DBS checks. Support, co-ordination, referrals and advice are 
available through Local Links.

If you are interested in volunteering, contact us at Local 
Links (on the same number) to discuss opportunities with co-
ordinator Zelda Bromfield.

Kirkby Stephen Town 
Council.
Kirkby Stephen Town Council usually meets on the first 
Tuesday of the month with separate planning and finance 
committees. The council’s agendas are published 4 days in 
advance of the meeting at www.kirkby-stephen.com/council-
information-and-downloads/ along with draft and approved 
minutes and reports.

Residents of Kirkby Stephen have a right 
to attend council meetings to observe 
or participate and are welcomed. If you 
would like to be emailed notice of meetings 
please sign up to the mailing list at: 
tinyurl.com/chn2324k

To book an appointment for any of these surgeries, or 
to speak to a member of his team to get help or advice, 

simply call 01539 723403 or  email tim@timfarron.
co.uk.

This year’s Horse fair takes place between Thursday, June 5th to 
Wednesday, June 11th. Before then there is an opportunity to 
speak with your local Westmorland and Furness councillors for 
Kirkby Stephen and Tebay at Kirkby Stephen Library/Local Links 
- The Old Grammar School, Vicarage Lane, Kirkby Stephen, CA17 
4QX). Councillors John Murray and Adrian Waite will be available 
to discuss Appleby Horse Fair matters before the fair starts on 
Wednesday, April 16th, from 13:00 to 14:00. This is a drop-in session 
requiring no pre-booking. 

For those unable to attend, contact Richard Scoffham, 
Community Development Officer, at richard.scoffham@
westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk.

Future one to one sessions are being planned in May and June 
either side of the fair. This is a change of format from meetings held 
in previous years to facilitate one to one discussion and advice for 
residents. These meetings will take place in Appleby with details 
being confirmed shortly. Details will be available online and at Local 
Links.

Appleby Fair drop ins.

TOWN COUNCIL



Letters to Heaven Laura Braithwaite

Indoor Food & Craft 
Market  Laura Johnson

Save the date! Who doesn’t love a good mooch at 
a market!  We are excited 
to be bringing a new 
monthly market to our 
wonderful town of Kirkby 
Stephen, beginning on 
Saturday 3 May 2025.  

The market will be running on the first Saturday of every 
month from then through to December, from 9.30am - 1pm 
in the Masonic Hall. We already have a fabulous range of 
local craft and food producers lined up for you and we are 
working hard behind the scenes to bring you even more 
delights.  There will be refreshments available throughout 
the morning, with charities invited to run this service to 
raise money for their cause.  If you are a charity who would 
be interested in this, please get in touch so that we can 
get you booked in for your preferred month.  Equally, if 
you are interested in having a stall yourself, or you know 
someone who may be interested, please contact us for an 
application.  Local support is crucial to the success of a 
local market, so please come along and support your local 
small craft and food producers and help us celebrate the 
amazing products available in our region as well as boost 
visitor numbers to Kirkby. 
Contact:  ksmarketcontact@gmail.com

Laura shares the story behind this heartfelt initiative, recounting the terrible loss of their 
little girl on March 11, 2014. Since then, Emily, who was born after this tragedy wanted to 
send pictures and messages not only to her big sister but also to her grandparents. This 
desire to communicate with those who have passed away sparked the idea of creating a 
dedicated space in Kirkby Stephen for people to send their thoughts, drawings, and letters.

“Me and my daughter Emily had seen these in other places and thought it would be a great 
idea for Kirkby Stephen,” Laura explains. The simple yet powerful act of writing a letter can 
be an essential part of the healing process, allowing individuals to articulate their feelings, 
share memories, and express emotions that may be difficult to voice in everyday life.

The Letters to Heaven initiative is not just for children; it recognizes that adults, too, 
often have unspoken words and sentiments they wish to share with those they have lost. 
The ability to write down thoughts and feelings can provide a sense of relief, helping 
individuals navigate their grief. Laura emphasizes, “Sometimes we as adults like to say 
things to people we have lost. This was mainly Emily’s idea, not just for her to use but for 
everybody.”

Laura and Emily’s vision is not only to create a space for letters but to foster a sense of 
community support through shared experiences of loss. “I really hope people use it both 
young and old,” Laura expresses, demonstrating her desire for the postbox to become a 
cherished resource for everyone in the community. The Letters to Heaven postbox will 
stand in the new Silver Street Gardens so it is easily accessible for all residents.

The concept of “Letters to Heaven” encourages individuals, including children, to write letters and create 
cards for the people they have lost. This beautiful idea was inspired by the personal experiences of 
Laura and her daughter, Emily, who wanted a meaningful way to express their emotions and maintain a 
connection with their departed loved ones.
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Kirkby Stephen Table Tennis Club started 18 years ago, 
based out of the Grammar school gym, by a small group 
of former players.  The juniors boomed, with a number 
of county champions and an all England Junior.  The 
club was invited to field teams in the Kendal and 
district TT league, which went on for many years with 
teams in all the different divisions. 
Through grants, the club managed to purchase at least one TT 
table for each of the Grammar School feeder schools, supporting 
TT in all our junior schools.

However, COVID hit hard and the club disintegrated, with many 
players retiring and stopping play.  Like many sports clubs.

Like a Phoenix, the new management team have worked hard to 
raise the club from the ashes, promoting, encouraging, developing, 
coaching and re-establish TT in Kirkby Stephen as a fun and 
enjoyable activity for all ages and abilities in the community.

With 12 tables, now based out of KSGS Sports hall we have 
•	 a junior section 6.30-7.30pm on a Thursday 
•	 a senior section 7-8.30pm on a Thursday
•	 a league squad of 9, with a team playing in the League
•	 a senior section, called “Bat&Chat, based in Warcop 

community hall on a Friday
•	 a breakfast club in Kirkby Stephen Primary School - Tues/Thurs
•	 Plus coaching with the PE a department at Appleby Grammar 

School

We provide bats, balls, a ball machine plus induction coaching for 
adults and junior coaching - so all you need to do is turn up with a 
pair of trainers!

In addition the KS TT Club hosts a number of TT Tournaments:  
•	 Cumbria Schools County Tournament
•	 Kendal & Dist League 
•	 A Table Tennis England 1* Ranking Junior event, 
•	 in the great KSGS sports hall facilities, probably one of the best 

venues in the North of England.

It is fair to say that Table Tennis in Kirkby Stephen is booming. 
In addition Warcop Community hall hosts a similar group on a 
Monday evening. Please contact us, as we are always happy to 
welcome new members.

Kirkby Stephen Tennis Club Nicholas Walls
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PLAY TABLE TENNIS

PLAY TABLE TENNIS

IN KIRKBY STEPHEN AND WARCOP

IN KIRKBY STEPHEN AND WARCOP

            
Kirkby Stephen Table Tennis Club meet in KSGS Sports Hall

            
 Warcop Table Tennis Club meet at Warcop Parish Hall

For more info contact:
KS TT Club: Mike on T: 07975 946 312  |  Email: mikeasunderland@gmail.com 

Warcop TT Club:  David on T: 07807 085 513  |  E: keetleyjd@sky.com
Bat & Chat: Chris on T: 07522 507 186  |  Email: birksheadfarm@gmail.com

First session is free at both clubs - “pay as you play” £4 for adults £2 for juniors

Bat & Chat 
A senior players group 
in Warcop Parish Hall

run by KS TT Club
Fridays 1.30 - 3.30

Juniors based at 
KSGS Sports Hall 

delivering a TTKidz 
Programme & Tournaments

Thursdays 6.30-7.30

Kirkby Stephen 
TT Club

Adults juniors & family 
groups play at 

KSGS Sports Hall
Thursdays 7.00 - 8.30

Warcop 
TT Club

Adults juniors & family 
groups play at 

Warcop Parish Hall
Mondays 6.30 - 8.30

At our small tennis club based at the grammar school, we 
have built a community around the love of tennis, but 
in recent years, we have faced challenges in attracting 
new members. With our courts newly renovated just a 
couple of years ago, we are eager to encourage more 
local residents to get involved in playing tennis. Not 
only is tennis a fantastic way to improve fitness, but it 
also offers a great opportunity to socialise and enhance 
your skills on the court.
We are proud to have a men’s team competing in the Kendal 
league, consistently finishing in the top division around 3rd or 4th 
place. This demonstrates the competitive spirit and dedication 
within our club. Historically, we have held practice and club 
nights on Tuesday evenings, but we are considering changing to 
Wednesday nights this year. Additionally, we offer flexibility for 
members to play on most midweek nights and during weekends, 
accommodating various schedules.

One of the highlights of our club is the affordability of our yearly 
fees, which are significantly lower than those of other clubs in the 
area. We also have an abundance of mini and junior tennis rackets 
and balls readily available for children, making it easy for families 
to get involved in the sport.

As we strive to keep our club thriving, we are reaching out to the 
community. The last thing we want is for our club to fold, which 
would mean losing another historical sporting venue from our 
local area. If you are interested in joining us, whether as a player 
or simply to learn more about what we offer, please don’t hesitate 
to reach out. 

For more information or to express your interest, please call 
or text Nick Walls at 07908811708. Together, we can keep 

the spirit of tennis alive in our community!

SPORTS AND SPORTS CLUBS

Kirkby Stephen Table 
Tennis Club Mike Sunderland



 
Wills & Probate    Lasting Powers of Attorney 

Buying & Selling Property    Commercial Property 

Agricultural Law    Divorce & Family Law 

Local Authority Child Care Proceedings 

 

Tel. 017683 47788 
info@gkmsolicitors.co.uk 

 
Unit 22, Kirkby Stephen Business Park CA17 4HT 

 

Church Clock 
Mark Crangle & Ian Allonby

By the 1960s, the clock underwent another transformation 
when it was gifted by Mary Alderson of Duckintree in memory of 
her brother, Cleasby Alderson. The current electric model boasts 
Westminster chimes, a feature that gained fame in Big Ben 
during the 1800’s. The popularity of these chimes led to their use 
in various churches and town halls across the country.

One of the most distinctive aspects of the Kirkby Stephen church 
clock is its unusual dial design, which sets it apart from common 
clock faces. This uniqueness contributes to its charm and 
historical significance. For the past 15 years, the Cumbria Clock 
Company has been responsible for the maintenance and repair 
of the clock. Each year, the clock undergoes servicing, ensuring 
that it remains in good working order. 

Despite its modern electric components, the clock still contains 
parts that are over 140 years old. The bells chime every 15 
minutes, which, while lovely to hear, does contribute to wear 
and tear on the mechanism. Timely repairs are crucial to prevent 
minor issues from escalating into more significant problems.

In November 2016, a fundraising appeal was launched when 
the West Face became detached. To secure the necessary 

funds for the clock’s 
repair and maintenance 
the community pulled 
together, and the appeal 
exceeded its fundraising 
goal, resulting in a 
surplus that was set aside 
in a restricted reserve held by the Town Council. However, 
as this reserve begins to dwindle, there is an urgent need for 
new fundraising efforts and donations to ensure the clock can 
continue to serve the community beyond 2026.

The Kirkby Stephen church clock is not just a timekeeping 
device; it is a symbol of the town’s heritage and a testament to 
the importance of community involvement in preserving local 
history. As the clock continues to tick, it remains a cherished 
landmark, reminding everyone of the passage of time and the 
shared memories it has witnessed over the years.

If you would be willing to raise funds to maintain the Church 
Clock during 2025 or have ideas for events and activities or, 
perhaps to leave a bequest in your will please get in touch with 
the Town Clerk or Chairman.

The Kirkby Stephen church clock has a rich history that is cemented 
in the community. Originally crafted in the 1700’s the clock featured 
a single hand and chimed only on the hour. This simple design 
served the town well, but in a bid to enhance its functionality, the 
clock was upgraded to include two hands that required winding 
once a week in 1872.



KIRKBY STEPHEN www.kirkby-stephen.com
Space to breathe, room to grow
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glynjonesfd@outlook.com

12 Battlebarrow, Appleby-in-Westmorland  CA16 6XS

017683 51569     

A Complete professional, caring, sympathetic service, offering you
support, care and guidance at a time when you need it most.

24 hour service, All Areas Covered,
Private Chapel of Rest

GLYN JONES & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

EST 1979

  www.glynjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk

Tea room with homemade refreshments
raffle for chance to win a steiff bear 

vintage motorbikes
traditional fete games 
bear pottery painting 

And much more…something for everyone! 

GET THE BUS TO  
Winton village hall

Easter Saturday and Sunday
10am - 4pm

scan the QR code to visit our justgiving pagewintonvillagehall@outlook.com


