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KIRKBY STEPHEN Town Council Plans
At the beginning of June our local newspaper, The Cumberland and Westmorland Herald reported that ‘exciting plans 
are under way to boost the visitor, heritage and cultural offer of Kirkby Stephen’.  So what are these plans, and how 
are we paying for them?

The plans comprise four projects:

•	 A new play park located near Frank’s Bridge
•	 Remodelling the Silver Street Garden
•	 Extensive external refurbishment of the visitor centre
•	 Improved wayfinding and interpretation throughout the town centre

This requires substantial investment.  By combining the UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund grant of £285,000 with funding from COVID recovery, 
specifically targeted at facilities for younger children, our town council, 
along with Westmorland Furness Council and our many local partners are 
now looking forward to making a real difference to our town.

Casual visitors to Kirkby Stephen often subsequently decide to come here 
for their holiday, or indeed come to stay long  term, and become part of 
our community.  Each of the elements of this project can contribute to the 
long term attraction and life of our town.  

The new Play Park
Although the town has two smaller play areas, one is situated well away 
from the town centre, and the other is closed to the public when our 
primary school is in session.  Indeed, many residents currently take their 
children or grandchildren to play parks in other towns and villages.  Our 
new play park will be in a beautiful location, on land owned by the cricket 
club, and will be easily accessible from the town centre.

Our visitors to Kirkby Stephen often stop here for a break in their journey, 
and want to know where they can go for a coffee, a meal, or for somewhere 
to go with their children.  The play park will be a great facility for our own 
children, but will also be somewhere visitors can take their youngsters as 
they break their journey.  

The consultation hosted by Westmorland and Furness Council received 
overwhelmingly positive support, as well as a number of very helpful 
questions and suggestions.  This has been evaluated and the project has 
gone out to tender before a full planning application is submitted.  In 
parallel to the play park, The Cricket Club is pushing ahead with its plans 
to build a bridge into the grounds from Hartley Road, with car parking 
onsite.  While this will clearly be good for the club on match days, it will 
also mean the play park is has both pedestrian and vehicular access.

None of this would have been possible without the help and the energy 
put in by so many people.  The Cricket Club, the John Strutt Foundation, 
Westmorland and Furness Council and our own town council have all 
pulled together to make this dream come true.

Silver Street Gardens

For many years Silver Street Gardens has been the way into the Masonic 
Hall.  Even though care has always been taken of the area, it has rarely 
been used as a place to go to in its own right.  Although the sign on the 
gate to the gardens says you are welcome, the gate itself seems to say 
you aren’t really!  

As the garden is one of the first impressions visitors from the north have 
of Kirkby Stephen we want to make this an appealing and welcoming 
green space in the heart of the town.

The vision for the gardens is to enlarge the space by ‘reclaiming’ some 
of the extensive pavement area outside the present garden, and to 
make a path that will naturally lead pedestrians through the garden 
rather than being a space people would usually walk round.  The plan 
is for the statuesque trees to remain in place, and for the walls to be 
remodelled in shapes that reflect the horns of the ubiquitous Swaledale 
sheep.  There will be seating and space – and a proper location for the 
water fountain that has been moved so many times in the past.

Looking ahead the plan is for the garden to be a memorial to previous 
chairs of our town council.  In particular, a stone has been commissioned 
as a memorial to the most recent chair, Joan Johnson.  She did so much 
for Kirkby Stephen and it is good to know there will be a permanent 
reminder of her.  The memorial will also be for others too.  For example, 
Mr Parrott – not just a previous chair of what was then called the parish 
council, but head of the Primary School and the man who brought both 
the Quakers and the Youth Hostel Association to the town.

The Visitor Centre
One of the last decisions of the old Eden District Council was to 
transfer ownership of the Visitor Centre building to the town council.  
This is a considerable responsibility!  The building is in urgent need 
of refurbishment.  While the town council received a grant for the 
replacement of the windows, it was quickly clear that much more was 
needed to bring the building up to scratch.  

Putting together the grant the town council was given with money from 
the UK Shared Prosperity Fund, there is enough to make a significant 
difference to the building and to ensure it is fit for purpose into the 
future.  The works will see replacement windows throughout the 
building, waterproofing, electrical works and a complete re-rendering 
of the exterior.  In addition there will be an information board added to 
the outside of the building showing where Kirkby Stephen is located 
in the Westmorland Dales, and a board explaining not just the statue 

Representatives of Kirkby Stephen Cricket Club, Hartley 
Parish Meeting, Kirkby Stephen Town Council, Barnardo’s 

and Westmorland and Furness Council meet to review 
tender offers received by Westmorland and Furness 

Council for a new Play Area being created adjacent to 
Frank’s Bridge at Hills Bottom.
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BUS SERVICES
Kirkby Stephen Town Council agreed a new Council Plan in October 
2023. One of its objectives is to improve public transport in the 
town so that residents have better access to neighbouring towns, 
especially Kendal and Penrith, and people can use public transport to 
visit Kirkby Stephen.

outside the Visitor Centre, but also who Lady Anne was, and about the 
footpath from Skipton to Brougham that constitutes ‘Lady Anne’s Way’.

There is an extra cost to this however.  The works are so extensive that 
the Visitor Centre is likely to have to close for at least a couple of months 
later in the year.  

Wayfinding and interpretation
Last summer a visitor to Kirkby Stephen said to me that he didn’t 
understand how anyone would find anything given the signage around 
town!  I looked at him feeling a bit confused and so he took me for a 
walk around.  To my surprise he showed me signs that could hardly be 
read, boards that had faded and places that were signposted but were 
no longer there.

The project will source signposting and interpretation boards that will 
last and that we can be proud of for years to some.

A wonderful town with a great future
Everyone involved with this has a real commitment to Kirkby Stephen 
and wants to see the very best for our town.  My fellow councillor Phil 
Dew said ‘By improving Kirkby Stephen high street and creating a new 
play park, we will provide valuable new facilities for our community. It 
is wonderful to see so many local groups getting involved and so many 
people taking part in the play park consultation’.

While every member of the town council has been committed to this, 
our chairman Paul Richardson has been tireless.  He said the town is 
gong to be an ‘exciting place to be this year’.  For myself, I believe these 
projects together foster a sense of local pride and belonging, as well 
as drawing people into the town centre and I can’t wait to see these 
projects become reality and benefit the town, residents, businesses 
and visitors.

At the same time Kirkby Stephen now finds itself at the centre of a new 
National Trail with the Coast to Coast receiving formal recognition.  
This makes it likely that even more walkers will follow the trail, they 
will often use Kirkby Stephen as a key midpoint and will often be joined 
here by family and supporters.  We are also looking forward to the re-
establishment of a Post Office in the town centre.  Exciting times.

The next steps
No doubt you will be aware that these plans are still just plans!  The 
rules we must play by make it very clear that the funding must be fully 
accounted for by Spring 2025.  That means that all of this has to happen 
over the next few months!  In the next few weeks we need to see the 
projects move through formal planning processes, contracts made and 
work commenced and then completed.  I’m delighted to see our town 
newsletter resurrected – I hope the next newsletter will be able to report 
that the projects have been completed on time and within budget. 

Kirkby Stephen is currently served by three bus companies: Classic 
Coaches, Stagecoach and Western Dales. Their services link Kirkby Stephen 
with Barnard Castle, Kendal, Penrith and places in between. Each has an 
important role to play.

Stagecoach used to provide a regular daily bus service between Kirkby 
Stephen and Penrith (the 563). This was supported financially by the 
former Cumbria County Council, but in 2014 they decided to withdraw their 
financial support and Stagecoach decided that they would cease to provide 
a service to Kirkby Stephen and terminate the service at Appleby.

In 2022, Kirkby Stephen carried out a transport audit. One of the outcomes 
of this was an agreement with Stagecoach that they would extend the 563 
service to Kirkby Stephen on Saturdays with Kirkby Stephen Town Council 
and partner organisations guaranteeing to fund any deficit.

The service started in April 2023 and has been very popular. The deficit has 
been smaller than expected and this has allowed the Town Council and its 
partners to continue to fund the service. Westmorland & Furness Council 
was created in April 2023, replacing Cumbria County Council as the local 
authority responsible for public transport. With government financial 
support, they have been seeking to improve bus services and offered to 
fund additional services between Kendal and Sedbergh.

The success of the Saturday service encouraged Stagecoach to consider 
reintroducing a weekday service that links Kirkby Stephen with both Kendal 
and Penrith as a way of providing the new services to Sedbergh. The Town 
Council considers that this service is not ideal in that it only provides two 
connections a day, does not provide an opportunity to stay in Kendal or 
Penrith for more than an hour or so, and does not provide early morning or 
late afternoon / early evening connections that would enable people to use 
the service for work, education or training. Also, the co-ordination between 
Stagecoach and Western Dales is not ideal. These are all matters that the 
Town Council has raised with Stagecoach, Western Dales and Westmorland 
& Furness Council. However, the introduction of a regular weekday service 
linking Kirkby Stephen with Kendal and Penrith is a step in the right 
direction.

Stagecoach reviews its services in the summer with a view to making 
changes in the autumn if required. Representatives of the Town Council have 
met with Stagecoach as part of this review and Stagecoach have indicated 
that they are likely to continue the Saturday service as a commercial service 
that would not need any more financial support from the Town Council and 
its partners.

Kirkby Stephen Town Council’s initiative in funding the 563 Saturday 
service has therefore been even more successful than originally expected. 
A relatively small amount of money has been spent on pump-priming a 
service that will become permanent on a commercial basis and that has 
encouraged Stagecoach and Westmorland & Furness Council to introduce 
additional weekday services.

The Town Council has also secured a grant from Westmorland & Furness 
Council to fund the repair of the existing bus shelters and the publication of 
a new public transport timetable.

Kirkby Stephen Town Council will continue to work with all the bus operators 
and Westmorland & Furness Council to improve bus services in the town.









 

     

 
(Formerly trading as  
J. Noel Paul & Co.)  

 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

& REGISTERED AUDITORS 
 

Unit 27, Cumberland House,  
Kirkby Stephen Business Park,  

St Luke’s Road,  
Kirkby Stephen CA17 4HT 

 
Tel: 017683 71272  

Email: kirkby@stb-accountants.co.uk  
 
    
    
    

 
Wills & Probate    Lasting Powers of Attorney 

Buying & Selling Property    Commercial Property 

Agricultural Law    Divorce & Family Law 

Local Authority Child Care Proceedings 

 

Tel. 017683 47788 
info@gkmsolicitors.co.uk 

 
Unit 22, Kirkby Stephen Business Park CA17 4HT 
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3rd Saturday 
of Every Month
Brough Memorial Hall, 

New Road, 
Brough

0 9 : 0 0  -  1 2 . 3 0

Support of the market is 
appreciated and essential 

to continue operating

BROUGH
 FARMERS 

Lo c a l  Pr o d u c e  a n d
S u p e r b  C r a f t s

& ARTISAN
MARKET 



KIRKBY STEPHEN www.kirkby-stephen.com
Space to breathe, room to grow
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WE SELL FUEL AND OILS
EXHAUSTS • CAR WASH AND VAC

Nateby, Kirkby Stephen, 
Cumbria CA17 4JP

www.natebyservicestation.co.uk
Tel: 017683 71540

Simon Alderson: 07813 329921

•  New and Used 4x4, ATV and Car sales
•  MOT, Servicing and Repairs
•  Agents for Graham Edwards Trailers
•  Stock of Car, 4x4 and ATV Tyres
•  Towbar fi tting, Air conditioning, Diagnostics

Coinciding with Volunteering Week Upper Eden Rotary have recently been out in force at the Growing Well Mental 
Health Charity at Tebay services.  Following a Club visit to the site a year back a need for compost bins and a community 
area was identified, something that we could help with.

Volunteering in our Community.

Work started with the construction of the concrete compost bins and the 
breaking up of pallets that will be utilised in the construction of planters 
and seats. 

Blockwork continued in the formation of 4 compost bins that will be 
ultimately roofed and fitted with shutter style doors. 

All the work is being undertaken by the Upper Eden Club and creates 
excellent comradeship and fellowship among  both the Male and Female 
members alike.

A club spokesperson stated “ this is an fantastic new community project 
for the Club and complements our numerous ongoing local projects which 
include The Memory Club, Talking Newspaper, Hearing Clinic, Jubilee Park 
clearing etc. “

If you are planning a lifestyle change and would like to support your local 
community you can view what Rotary can offer by looking at our website  
www.upperedenrotary.org.uk  or come along and have a chat with us at 
our Westmorland Dales Festival stall.


