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  19 February 2026 
 
 
Dear Councillor Richardson, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 27 January to the Secretary of State, about the 
temporary part-closures of Junction 38 on the M6 for the Lune Gorge Bridges 
project. I am replying as the Minister for Roads. 
 
The Lune Gorge bridges on the M6 have improved journey times across 
Cumbria since they were first opened to traffic in 1970. National Highways’ 
priority is to ensure that the strategic road network is safe and reliable for 
drivers, and a series of bridge decks must now be replaced at Lune Gorge 
due to their age and condition. This is a complex maintenance project and I 
recognise this will unfortunately involve some disruption whilst the essential 
work is carried out. National Highways has worked hard to seek ways to 
minimise disruption and improve local connectivity during the works, including 
the decision to defer work on Lawtland House bridge following engagement 
with local stakeholders. National Highways and the Department are both 
mindful of the impact these works will have and are keen to continue working 
with the community and businesses to seek mitigations where feasible. 
 
National Highways first assessed the potential for temporary slip roads during 
the project’s development stage. Further consideration took place during 
early design development, and the option was not taken forward at that time 
due to spatial constraints, value for money considerations, the need for 
significant lane and speed restrictions, and the likelihood of a costly extension 
to the overall construction period. 
 
In 2025, following engagement with local stakeholders and mindful of 
strongly-held local concerns, National Highways committed to revisit this 
option, with a feasibility exercise carried out in August 2025. This re- 
considered the option of temporary slip roads. The exercise supported the 
conclusions reached during the early design phase, finding that the temporary 
slip roads were unsuitable, due to the space needed to construct the bridge 
decks, as well as representing poor value for money. 



 
When National Highways presented their findings from the feasibility exercise 
in September 2025, a revised approach (including construction methodology) 
was submitted by BWB Consulting on behalf of local stakeholders in October 
2025. Keen to work with local people, National Highways committed to review 
this proposal from BWB Consulting. The review was due to conclude in 
January 2026 however, an amended proposal was put forward on 27 January 
2026. National Highways now need further time to assess this contribution, 
put forward on behalf of local people, and will share its conclusions in due 
course. 
 
There will be further public information events as the project develops. These 
events will be advertised on the project webpage, and National Highways 
would welcome Cllr Richardson’s attendance. Cllr Richardson can email the 
project inbox M6LuneGorge@nationalhighways.co.uk to arrange a meeting or 
to be added to the mailing list to receive updates. Cllr Richardson may also 
call the Customer Contact Centre on 0300 123 5000. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

       
 

SIMON LIGHTWOOD MP 
 

MINISTER FOR ROADS AND BUSES 

https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-roads/north-west/m6-lune-gorge-structures/
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