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Leeds - Settle — Carlisle Railway

I met with Darren Allsopp of Northern Rail on 215t February to discuss performance issues on
the Settle-Carlisle line and prospects for improving services. He does not believe that there is
any immediate threat to the current level of services, but any improvements would have to
result from the submission of a convincing business case. This has been done successfully
by local authorities in other areas including Goole Town Council and he undertook to provide
me with some further information about this.

The Friends of the Settle-Carlisle Line reported in their February journal that:

“Our line is in excellent condition and should be safe for many years to come (but) if we want
fo see any changes to the line’s infrastructure, we shall first have to generate a lot more traffic.
We’re unlikely to be able to do anything about freight... We need to continue with our efforts
to bring more people onto the line.

“If you’re an optimist you’ll say the future looks rosy since our infrastructure is in excellent
condition ant Network Rail are fully committed to keeping it that way. If you're a pessimist the
future looks bleak as there’s no prospect of any train service improvements in the short-term.”

Community Transport Grants

The Town Council made two applications for Community Transport Grants; one to replace the
panels in the town’s three bus shelters; and the other to fund a revised public transport
timetable and its distribution. Westmorland & Furness Council has agreed to provide £9,000
for the replacement bus shelters and £1,500 for the new timetables. | have discussed both
these projects with the Town Clerk and their implementation is in hand.

The February Town Council meeting asked me to submit a further application and | have
submitted one for pump-priming funding for a e-bike hire scheme to connect Kirkby Stephen
West railway station with the town centre. A decision on this application is awaited.
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