Kirkby Stephen Town Council
Public Transport
Report of Adrian Waite — October 2024

Leeds - Settle — Carlisle Railway

Headline performance figures for August 2024, provided by the Friends of the Settle-Carlisle
Line include:

o 2.6% of scheduled services cancelled.

No services were lost to industrial action.

12% of services were late by more than ten minutes.

2.7% of services were significantly late by more than thirty minutes.

1.5% of services were truncated.

25% of services were short formed.

| understand that shortage of stock due to maintenance problems with the forty year old 158
sets leads to short formation and overcrowding; and that renewal of stock is a matter for the
Department for Transport.

| have arranged to meet Peter Myers, Chair of the Settle-Carlisle Development Company, on
25" September to discuss the potential for developing the service at Kirkby Stephen. | will
report to the council meeting on the outcome.

Friends of Eden Valley Public Transport

| attended the meeting of the Friends of Eden Valley Public Transport in Appleby on 13™
September 2024.

Clir Neil Hughes, Cabinet Member for Public Transport at Westmorland & Furness Council

reported that funding of £1.7million for improved bus services had been agreed by the Council

and that:

e Tenders for the next round went out the previous week in four batches.

e They will be out for three weeks (minimum for the value of contracts).

e The Council will then evaluate them and make recommendations of which options should
be awarded.

o This will depend on which options offer the best value for money; if the Council can deliver
them within budget; and in some cases if operators offer a price.

e The aim is to have services running from the start of November. This will be essential
where the Council already has contracts in place that these replace, but for others the start
may need to be delayed, dependent on the availability of vehicles and drivers.

Routes of interest include an increased frequency on the 563 Penrith to Kirkby Stephen
service, with possible extensions to Kirkby Stephen and Appleby stations.

It was stated that the economic sustainability of rural routes is very much dependent on the
£2 fare cap and the use of bus passes. These subsidies are under review as part of the
October budget. Major changes could affect existing services. Tim Farron agreed that there
was a strong case for retention as the value was enormous, especially for young people
travelling to and from work and that he was against anything that reduced mobility.

Community Transport Grants

The Town Council has made two applications for Community Transport Grants; one to replace
the panels in the town’s three bus shelters; and the other to fund a revised public transport
timetable and its distribution. Westmorland & Furness Council has agreed to provide £9,000
for the replacement bus shelters and £1,500 for the new timetables.



The timetables have been published and distributed.

Commutaports have surveyed the bus shelters and have provided estimates of the cost of
replacing the panels in the bus shelters. The Town Clerk will report to the Council on this.

Walkers are Welcome have suggested that the Council should arrange for the bus shelters to
be cleaned regularly following the installation of the new panels.

Adrian Waite
September 2024



