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Ash Tree Survey Report

Address: Stenkrith Park, Kirby Stephen, Cumbria, CA17 4JN

Date of survey: 22/2/2024

For the attention of: Christian Barnes and associated Kirby Stephen Town Council members.

All rights in this report are reserved.

This survey and any attachments may contain information that is privileged, confidential or otherwise
protected from disclosure. They are intended solely for the named recipient(s), and must not be used
by, or copied or disclosed to, any other persons. If you are not an intended recipient please accept
our apologies, contact us to let us know the survey has gone astray, and then delete it. Unauthorised
copying, distribution or disclosure is prohibited and may be unlawful. Unless otherwise indicated,
copyright in the email and all attachments belong to the Northern Arb Ltd.
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Brief; Under instruction from Christian Barnes MA, Clerk Kirby Stephen Town Council. We
have been requested to produce a report regarding the hazards and any subsequent
recommendations regarding Ash Trees affected by the fungi Hymenoscyphus fraxineus that causes
Ash Dieback Disease (ADD) in Stenkrith Park.

Method; A Visual Tree assessment (VTA) from ground level only. Binoculars are used to survey
any features on the stem and canopy. No climbing inspection has been performed. Nor any decay
detection equipment used. Only visual observations of roots and soil were made. Trees that would
directly affect footpaths, ‘desire line’ footpaths, persons or property.

The trees and their ‘crown state’, have been determined based upon observations in winter,
using The Tree Council Class system. Class 1 — 100%-76% crown remaining

Class 2 — 75%-51% crown remaining
Class 3 —50%-26% crown remaining
Class 4 — 25%-0% crown remaining

By ‘crown remaining’, refers to the visible functional buds remaining within the canopy of the
tree. By the nature of ADD, the timber of Ash trees become incredibly unpredictable. Due to this, the
works recommendations might be made to allow for safer climbing conditions for staff where
machinery (tracked cherry-picker) access might not be possible.

Although it might be appealing to fell all Ash in one go to address the issue. There are
benefits to pollarding larger trees to give them a chance to regenerate and build tolerance. As they
could produce resistant offspring. The same goes for Class 1 and Class 2 trees. Where suitable, they
should be retained as they may recover. Management of Ash dominant woodland is an ongoing
process and cannot be solved with one period of works.

With regards to review, we recommend that the trees are reviewed annually. The main
reason being the aggressive rate that ADD effects trees. Something that is Low priority could
progress significantly in 12 months.

Introduction; Stenkrith Park is a small compartment of woodland situated in Kirby Stephen, where
the River Eden drops into a gorge. The road is bordered on the North by private pasture land,
including a Low Voltage powerline. To the East additional private woodland with permitted public
access. To the south the River Eden bisects the woodland. Which is crossed by ‘The Millenium Bridge’
that allows access to woodland owned by the Northern viaduct trust. To the west is the Nateby Road
B6259.

The woodland is comprised of mixed broadleaf species, assorted understory of self-seeded
young Sycamore, Hawthorn, EIm and Beech, coppice with standards. Coppice mostly is Hazel.
Standards are a mixture of Ash, Beech and Sycamore of assorted age classes.

We have been asked to report exclusively on the Ash. This report will outline
recommendations on the trees based upon the experience of the surveyor and available guidance
from The Tree Council, Forestry Commission, Arboriculture Association and government. The trees
are plotted on a digital map, link is available upon request, and on page 16. What3words co-
ordinates annotated photographs are also available upon request.
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Qualifications and experience; The author has been a trading Arborist 18 years. Self employed for
10 of which. | attained Level 5 FdSc Arboriculture and Treecare supported with appropriate Continual
professional Development (CPD). Currently | am studying to become a specialist in Veteran Trees
(Vet. Cert. Practitioner). | am also a Professional Member of the Arboriculture Association.

Ecological considerations; The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended by the Countryside
and Rights of Way Act 2000 provides statutory protection to birds, bats and other species that
inhabit trees. These could effect the use and timing of works to the site in addition to any of the tree
matters considered in this report. It should be clearly stated that these issues are beyond my area of
expertise and you must seek advice from an ecologist to check if any such constraints apply to this
site.

There is scope and opportunity to increase habitat features for bats and birds, within the times
outlined in the works. There are example pictures on pages 14 and 15.

There are no current, ‘veteran trees’ that | could find in the woodland. The opportunity to create
these habitat features will help increase and enhance the biodiversity in the woodland. Creating
veteran features will help to create one of the rarest habitats. Wood mold or tree soil. Tree soil is
only able to be created by the progressive breakdown of wood by invertebrates. This can take
decades to create through natural processes. Features such as the pictures on page 14 were able to
facilitate the creation of tree soil in 18 months. “...this proves that we can artificially create a bridge
between our oldest trees and the next generation’. Reg Harris, 2024. Examples of incredibly rare
Darkling Beetles were found in the features created. ‘...of the 145 darkling beetles and allied species
eight (6%) are considered extinct in Britain’. Spotlight on the darkling beetle; buglife.org.uk

To prevent vandalism these features can be created on the retained monolith poles. At heights of 6-
8m.
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Site visit, observations and recommendations

This report is of the Ash trees only, no other species of trees are considered in this report. We
recommend that the next survey is extended to a full woodland survey. This will accrue additional
cost.

All works should be carried out in accordance with accepted standards, all approved tree work
should be carried out in accordance with British Standards Institution “Recommendations for Tree
Work” BS 3998:2010.

Trees are living dynamic self-optimising organisms, that are liable to change which can go unnoticed
and failures are part of their natural processes. Even healthy trees or parts may fail, particularly due
to but not exclusively due to high winds or violent storms. All tree owners, or persons deemed
responsible for trees should ensure that their trees are routinely inspected — especially after storm
conditions AND once in any calendar year. This needs to be undertaken by a competent surveyor and
this needs to be adequately recorded.

The following recommendations are for all Ash trees identified as being a hazard, potentially
becoming a hazard or open to review. If any Ash trees are not included in this report they were of
insignificant size e.g. less than 750mm diameter at breast height (DBH, approx. 1.5m above ground
level).

Each Tree or group has been given a hazard rating. _
-, Medium should be dealt within 3 months of report date, _

Tree Species and Comments and recommendations Hazard
number | what3words co-ordinates rating

Ash Class 4 Habitat potential

modifies.crossword.hope Pollard @ 6m
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T6 Ash Class 3 M
Incur.mailer.building Over path

Habitat pole @6m
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G10 Ash 10 x Young roadside trees M
Trembles.sunbeam.coder Mixture of Classes 2-4 Fell
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3x trees, 1 x Class 1, 1 x Class 2, 1 x Class 4.
Fell Class 4 individual

G12 Ash
Songbook.rocks.minder
Ti14 Ash

Snake.sprouting.wrist
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Fell and stack in woodland
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Silks.craziest.toenail

Leaning tree fell across path
Clear path only

f

T16 Ash M
Sidelined.mourner.passwords Fell into woodland

T17 Ash Class 4 M
Restrict.steam.homelands Fell into woodland

T18 Ash Class 3 M

Bounding.orchestra.burying

Fell tops @ 6m Stack arisings
Features in stems

|

T20 Ash Class 3 M
Dispenser.unscrew.unite Over path
Pollard/5m reduction
G21 Ash x 2 2 x Class 4 trees M
Written.tulip.drawn Fell and stack adjacent river operative beware.
G22 Ash x 2 2 x Class 3 M

Shirts.scored.headings

Class 4
Pollard @8m

G24 Ash Class 4 Fell Canker and deadwood M
Otter.tiny.plausible Class 4 Fell

I Class 3 Pollard @ 10m

T25 Ash Class 4 pollard @ 10m M
Trial.mammal.pokes

G26 Ash x 3 Class 3 lean over path M
Constrain.fattest.ballooned Fell

G27 Ash x 2 I

M
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Data tables
Tree | Species and W3W Age | Height | Life | Amen | Struct | Phys | Comments/Recommendations Hazard
No Class exp | value | cond | cond rating
T1 Ash M M S M P P Class 4 Adjacent Low voltage powerlines, footpath. H
chariots.ketchup.breakfast Pollard @ 8m
T2 Ash M M L M F F Class 2 Lean into road Minor deadwood present L
canny.hurtles.lottery Review 2025
T3 Ash M M S M P P Class 4 Habitat potential M
modifies.crossword.hope Pollard @ 6m
T4 Ash M M L M F F Class 2 L
deleting.rapid.triathlon Review 2025
T5 Ash MA L L M F F Class 3 L
monkey.easily.moisture Lean away from path
Review 2025
T6 Ash MA | M L M F P Class 3 M
Incur.mailer.building Over path
Habitat pole @6m
T7 Ash M M L M F F Class 2 L
Workers.users.baked Over path and bench
Review 2025
T8 Ash M M L M F P Class 4 H

Tulip.customers.routines

Over path and bench
Habitat pole @6m
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Tree | Species and W3W Age | Height | Life Amenity | Structural | Physiological | Comments/Recommendations Hazard
No Class expectancy | value condition | condition rating
T9 Ash Y L M H G G Class 1 L
Miles.hushed.firming Roadside tree
Review 2025
G10 | Ash Y L L L F P 10 x Young roadside trees M
Trembles.sunbeam.coder Mixture of Classes 2-4
Fell
G11 | Ash Y L M M G G Cliffside group L
Pianists.hook.callers Class 1
Review 2025
G12 | Ash Y L-M M-L M G F 3xtrees,1xClass1,1xClass2,1x | M
Songbook.rocks.minder Class 4.
Fell Class 4 individual
T13 | Ash Y L D D D D Dead Ash H
Probable.reverses.imagined Fell into woodland
T14 | Ash Y L L F F P Class 4 M
Snake.sprouting.wrist Fell and stack in woodland
T15 | Ash M M M H G F Class 2-3 L
Amuse.eyepieces.rushed Lean towards river
Review 2025
T16 | Ash Y L L L F P Class 3 M

Sidelined.mourner.passwords

Fell into woodland
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Tree | Species and W3W Age | Height | Life Amenity | Structural | Physiological | Comments/Recommendations Hazard
No Class expectancy | value condition | condition rating
T17 | Ash Y L L L F P Class 4 M
Restrict.steam.homelands Fell into woodland
T18 | Ash MA M L L F P Class 3 M
Silks.craziest.toenail Leaning tree fell across path
Clear path only
T19 | Ash M L M H F P Class 2 L
Traders.warrior.toads Leaning towards river
Remove limb over path
T20 | Ash M M M H F P Class 3 M
Dispenser.unscrew.unite Over path
Pollard/5m reduction
G21 | Ashx2 Y L L L P/D P/D 2 x Class 4 trees M
Written.tulip.drawn Fell and stack adjacent river
operative beware.
G22 | Ashx?2 MA L L M F P 2 xClass 3 M
Bounding.orchestra.burying Fell tops @ 6m Stack arisings
Features in stems
T23 | Ash Y L M M G G Class 1 L
Locked.chestnuts.trimmer Review 2025
G24 | Ash 2xY | L L L P P Class 4 Fell Canker and deadwood M
Otter.tiny.plausible 1x L L L P P Class 4 Fell
MA | M M M F F Class 3 Pollard @ 10m
Outside of boundary but 1x
could breach boundary M
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Tree | Species and W3W Age | Height | Life Amenity | Structural | Physiological | Comments/Recommendations Hazard
No Class expectancy | value condition | condition rating
T25 | Ash M M L M F P Class 4 pollard @ 10m M
Trial.mammal.pokes
Outside of boundary but
could breach
G26 | Ashx3 1xY |L L L P P Class 3 lean over path M
Constrain.fattest.ballooned | 2 x Fell
MA M M M F F Class 1 L
Review 2025
G27 | Ashx2 MA | M M M F F Class 1 L
Shirts.scored.headings L M F P Review 2025
Class 4 M

Pollard @8m
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Key for Data tables:

Tree No T Individual Trees
A Areas
G Groups
w Woodlands
H Hedgerows
Species Latin or Common Name
Age Class Young (grown less than one third life expectancy)
MA Middle Aged (grown to between one to two thirds life expectancy)
M Mature (grown to over two thirds normal life expectancy)
LM Late Mature
Vv Veteran
Ht Height range measured to nearest metre or estimated as below:
L Low (0-10 metres)
M Medium (10-20 metres)
H High (20 metres+)
L/E Safe Useful life expectancy:
S Short (less than 10 years)
L Low (10-20 years)
M Medium (20-40 years)
High High (40+ years)
Amenity Amenity Evaluation:
L Low
M Moderate
H High
Struct Structural condition
G Good (tree with no significant defects)
F Fair (tree with some defects, amenable to surgery)
P Poor (tree with significant defects)
Phys Physiological Condition:
G Good (tree in good vigour)
F Fair (tree in reasonable vigour)
P Poor (tree in poor vigour)
D Dead

Hazard Rating Hazard Rating:

H Higher (Significant risk of failure causing damage to person or property. Risk is unacceptable —
reduce hazard or remove target)

M Moderate (Moderate risk of failure causing damage to persons or property. Risk falls between
extremes of High and Low — reduce risk, taking other factors (amenity, ecological) into
account)

L Lower (Insignificant risk of failure. Risk is acceptable but worthy of note)
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Tree Report Constraints:

The observations and recommendations of this report relate only to the conditions on this
site at the time of the visit and survey. These recommendations are valid for a period of 12
months. Any significant change to the site that may affect the trees that are present or
directly affect their health (e.g. soil or water level changes above or below the annual mean,
additional tree works, extreme weather conditions).
There is no such thing as a safe tree. The law recognises this and focuses upon the concept of
‘reasonably foreseeable’ incidents. In commissioning and acting upon this report you may
fulfil part of your duty of care under the Occupiers liability acts 1957 and 1984. Other
legislation may also apply.
No drainage, service conduits, soil conditions, or specialist arboricultural surveys (e.g. root
collar examination/sonic tomography/resistograph) have been made and are beyond the
scope of this report.
This survey is limited to the woodland known as Stenkrith Park, in particular only the Ash
Trees in the site. Approximate boundary is outlined on the Map on page 16.
While every attempt has been made to provide a realistic and accurate assessment of the
trees’ condition at the time of the inspection, no responsibility can be accepted for the
damage or injury sustained as a result of the failure of any tree due to faults not apparent
upon a visual, ground level survey carried out in winter, or to faults developing subsequent
to the survey. Similarly, no liability can be accepted for the condition of trees that are
obscured in part or in whole (e.g. by dense ivy or other foliage), nor for any that proved
inaccessible to the surveyor. Certain features which might provide evidence of ongoing decay
or decline (such as seasonal fruiting bodies, damage to foliage, insect emergence holes etc)
may not have been in evidence: Only those features that are apparent at the time of
inspection could be assessed.
Trees are biologically self-optimising organisms. They change and are directly effected by
external factors. Assessment remains valid for 12 months from date of inspection or until a
major storm is experienced, after which a new inspection would be required.
Tree condition could have changed after the surveyor left the site for a variety or reasons,
including but not limited to:

1. Response to changes in soil structure or condition

2. Inresponse to weather conditions, either extreme or a constant spell of

prolonged conditions e.g.drought
3. Inresponse to neighbouring plants

4. As aresponse to natural consequence of their pattern of growth, e.g. heavy
lean etc

5. As a consequence of infection or infestation and/or

6. Due to an incidence of pollution

7. As aresult of vandalism, both anti-social and through actions by machinery

8. Asa result of site development activity such as new roads/buildings and/or

Compulsory planning restrictions:

A check will need to be made by the company that does the works with regards to Tree preservation
orders (TPO), conservation areas or additional planning constraints before work can commence. It
should be noted that the Local planning officer may not share the views presented in this report.

11
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Photographs: Picture 1

T1 Ash poses a hazard to the adjacent powerlines and desire line footpath below. It is a Class 4 tree. This is an
example of what needs addressing first due to its relative unpredictability in timber characteristics. If works to
this tree are delayed further, the cost of works will be higher due to the need of a suitably capable cherry
picker that can gain an operative access from the field to the left of the picture.

12
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Picture 2
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T8 Ash is another Class 4 tree
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Picture 3 and 4

Examples of bat habitat created on a monolith at Hilliers Arboretum by the author.

Picture 5 and 6

T S e e

Examples of veteran tree features created by http://tinyurl.com/2r2nebay at Sherwood forest

14



Survey by: Ben Batt, FdSc Arboriculture and Treecare

Survey site: Stenkrith Park, Kirby Stephen

Picture 7 and 8

Examples of other habitat features that can be created by http://tinyurl.com/3m9dfcw3
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Map:
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Simple map created using what3words. All trees in the data tables have been plotted onto a digital map. Access
to this digital map is available upon request.
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Northern Arb Ltd
Northern Arb Ltd is a registered company in England and Wales. Company number: 13994621
Registered Office: 106 Castlesteads Drive, Carlisle, CA2 7XD

Tel: 01539 292 259

Ben Batt
FdSc Arboriculture and Treecare
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