Westmorland & Furness councillor report to Kirkby Stephen Town Council — 16" December 2025

1. The Council Budget.

At the time of writing, and most likely when the town council meets, local authorities still don’t
know what the settlement for the next three years will be. What we do know is that the ‘Fair
Funding’ criteria have had all references to rurality and sparsity taken out, and there is a clear
determination to send funding to areas of significant deprivation. We knew this would be a very
difficult year to set a balanced budget, but it is now very much harder.

2. New CEO

The current CEO at W&F, Sam Plum, retires this month and her replacement, Miranda Cannon,
will start in the New Year. She is currently Executive Director of Resources and Transformation at
Salford Council so has senior experience of working in a unitary council that is part of a Mayoral

Authority.

3. RSPCA Paw prints Award

W&F have been awarded the inaugural Withnall Award for its work with the RSPCA at the Appleby
Horse Fair. Named after former RSPCA Inspector Kirsty Withnall, the award recognises the
effectiveness of the Council delegating powers to RSPCA officers, allowing for quicker responses

to concerns about animal welfare.

4. Blood tests and wound treatment

Council passed a motion calling for a return to running hospital requests for blood tests and post-
op would treatment at local health centres. John and Adrian both spoke in favour.

5. Junction 38

We continue to press the case for keeping the junction fully open at meetings with National
Highways. A report from a formal meeting with NH and local businesses/stakeholders is on the

agenda.

6. Roadworks everywhere

At the same meeting a motion was approved calling for Councils to have greater powers. The
important bit was this: With this in mind, we ask the Leader to write to the Minister for Future
Roads requesting a meeting to discuss whether more powers can be granted to councils in respect
of the efficient management and coordination of Streetworks in both urban and rural areas where

there may be limited access to properties and businesses.

7. Buses

It was a delight to see the Kendal bus en route to Kirkby Stephen on Monday 1%t December, and
to spend a few minutes chatting with passengers waiting for the Barnard Castle service on
Wednesday 3. The short term contract runs through to the end of March at which point the new

tenders for 2026-27 should be ready to start.

8. Appleby Horse Fair drop-ins

We held a drop-in at Local Links on Thursday 4" December looking ahead to the AHF next June.
These drop-ins have been occasionally useful but more often sparsely attended. While it might
be optimistic to see this as a sign that the fair is less of an issue than in previous years, it would be

good to find a better way to engage with concerned residents.

John & Adrian.
December 2025.



