
Westmorland & Furness councillor report to Kirkby Stephen Town Council – 14th April 
2026 
 

1. Home to School Transport 
 

The Council is out to consultation on home to school transport (it closes on 21st April).  
There will also be a drop-in at Kirkby Stphen local links on April 13th from 9-11am. 
Information about the consultation is at Home to School Transport: policy changes 
consultation | Westmorland and Furness Council 
 

One of the proposals is to discontinue the Tebay to Kirkby Stephen school bus. This 
proposal has been objected to by Kirkby Stephen Grammar School and others on the 
grounds that it would disadvantage young people in Tebay who wish to attend the school 
and that the consequent reduction in school numbers may undermine the ability of the 
school to offer a wide range of courses. 
 

2. Household Waste Changes 
 

It is now intended to roll out the new policy as follows: 

• Recycling: It is proposed to continue with a fortnightly collection. Households will be 
issued with two wheelie-bins, one for paper and the other for glass, metal and plastics. 
The new service is expected to be introduced between September 2026 and January 
2027. 

• Garden waste: It is proposed to increase the number of eligible properties but to 
introduce a charge of £60 a year for the collection of garden waste. Garden waste 
skips in villages will be removed unless parish councils agree to fund them. The new 
scheme is expected to start in July 2027. 

• General (or residual) waste: It is proposed to replace the weekly blue bag collection 
with a fortnightly wheelie-bin collection. The new scheme is expected to start in July 
2027. Residents who consider that a wheelie-bin would not be appropriate for their 
circumstances are encouraged to contact the Council to discuss their requirements. 

 

The Council will write to all households to explain the new system before it is introduced. 
There are no planned changes to the House Waste Recycling Centre in Kirkby. 
 

3. Member Locality Grants 
 

As it is a new financial year, we each have a budget of £1,000 for member locality grants. 
We will be approaching town and parish councils, voluntary organisations and others in 
the community for ideas about how they should be spent. Ideas from town councillors 
would be very welcome. 
 

4. Highways news 
 

Following Tim Farron’s meeting with National Highways, we are still awaiting their revised 
response to the proposal for temporary slip roads at junction 38. 
 
Meanwhile, the government has issued the Road Investment Strategy for 2026 to 2031. 
This includes the M6 Lune Gorge structures as a major lifecycle renewal scheme within 
the national programme to renew ageing bridges and structures on the Strategic Road 
Network. However, it does not set traffic-management arrangements, dictate junction 
closures, approve or reject temporary slip roads or specify access arrangements at 
individual junctions. 
 

Therefore, we are still awaiting a response from National Highways about the 
arrangements for access at junction 38 including the proposal for temporary slip roads. 
 

  

https://www.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/your-council/have-your-say/ongoing-consultations/home-school-transport-policy-changes-consultation
https://www.westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk/your-council/have-your-say/ongoing-consultations/home-school-transport-policy-changes-consultation


5. Buses and Coast to Coast 
 

The Council is still out to tender for bus services for 2026/27. 
 

John attended the launch of the Coast to Coast as a National Trail at the end of last month 
and used it as an opportunity to advertise Kirkby Stephen! Adrian attended a meeting of 
the East Cumbria Tourism Network and made a presentation about the Loki Festival and 
the King’s Arms! 

 

6. Appleby Horse Fair 
 

Adrian continues to attend the regular MASCG meetings.  Plans remain very much as they 
have been the last two years and we hope there will be increased confidence in Kirkby 
Stephen, and that the town will be increasingly open for business during that period. 
 

John Murray & Adrian Waite 
April 2026. 


