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Minutes of the Meeting of Kirkby Stephen Town Council held in the Local Links Centre 
on Tuesday 5

th
 January 2016 at 6.45pm 

 
Present: Mrs. J Johnstone (JJ) Chair, Mr. A Birtles (AB), Mrs. G Lumley (GL), Mr. D Marsh (DM), Mr. P 
Richardson (PR), Mrs. J Sowerby (JS), Mrs. D Thornton (DT) and Mr. M Walker (MW). 
Also in attendance: Clerk, L Bateman (LB), Mrs. V Kendall (VK) and C Jackson, Reporter. 
  
Public Participation 
There were no matters raised. 
 
District and County Councillors Participation 
The following report was submitted by Libby Bateman who was unable to attend the start of the meeting: 
Flooding - I’ve been contacted by concerned residents on Quarry Close as they are worried about water 
backing up at the bottom of the Close.  Previously this water was able to drain away in to the field where 
Birkbeck Gardens now stands.  There are a number of contributing factors to the problem and I’m working 
with our highways team to find a resolution.   
  
Flood funding – Homes that have been flooded are eligible for £500 from EDC with a possibility of a 
further £5,000 for flood protection work.  This is being distributed via the Council Tax system.  Residents 
who have been flooded should contact the council to ensure they have been included for help.  
Businesses affected by the flooding can apply for up to £2,500 from Cumbria Chamber of Trade for 
financial support.  Farmers affected by flooding can apply to the Farming Recover Fund for up to £20,000 
to reinstate land and tracks.  Individuals and organisations (including Parish Councils) who require 
financial support because of the flooding can apply to the Cumbria Community Foundation for assistance. 
  
Nateby Road – I mentioned at the last meeting that I had been with Bob Dow who was expecting to get 
the gully sucker to empty the drain on Nateby Road the following week. I expect this didn’t happen in the 
wake of the floods.  I’m chasing for a reschedule. 
  
563 Bus Service - Val Kendall and myself have both been contacted by a local resident who is concerned 
about the loss of the midday service to Penrith.  I’ve written to the operator to relay these concerns.  If the 
Council have received more representation then they may wish to discuss it at the next meeting.  There is 
always the possibility of a partnership option, as we have done with the 106 (Penrith to Kendal) if 
Councillors felt there is a need. 
  
Broadband - Cabinet 4 (outside Croglin Castle Hotel) is now lit.  Residents are advised to contact their 
Internet Service Providers to request a superfast service as the current ADSL service won’t simply go 
faster.  I’m still awaiting data on Cabinet 3 (near traffic lights).  I’ll get leaflets out to residents later this 
week to let them know the new service is available to them. 
  
Hartley Road - This has been closed due to concerns over the stability of the bridge.  Highways have 
requested a diving team to inspect the bridge footings.  This will be undertaken as soon as water 
conditions allow and the team is available. 
 
T Ladhams sent a report in regarding fallen trees in Frank’s Bridge which are affecting the flow of the river.  
It was agreed to raise this with the Environment Agency for action. 
 
V Kendall asked that anyone with concerns over the 563 service to Penrith (see report from LB above) to 
contact her directly. 
 
Community Police 
There was no representation from the Police and no matters for report. 
 

320 Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Mrs. J Hoad. 
Apologies were received and noted from T Ladhams and L Bateman. 

Action 

321 Minutes of previous meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of Kirkby Stephen Town Council held on 5

th
 December (pages 76-

79) be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair. 
 

 
JJ 

322 There were no Declarations of Interests 
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323 Planning 

RESOLVED that the following applications are received and the Planning Authority advised of the 

Council’s observations as follows: 

 

15/1110.  Kirkby Stephen Business Park.  Full Application.  Construction of 5 new units for office 

B1 class use.  It was RESOLVED to fully support the application and recommend approval. 

 

15/1088 & 15/1089 – Redmayne House Silver Street.  Full Application and Listed Building 

consent.  Change of use to Bed & Breakfast.  It was RESOLVED to support the application and 

recommend approval. 

  

It was noted that application 15/0461, proposed solar panel farm on Fields nr Sandwath Farm has 

been withdrawn. 

It was noted that application 15/1031 – 3 Silver Street has been granted. 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

324 Carr House NDO 

Clerk reported that the Locality grant has been received.  AECOM, an independent consultancy, 

has offered free technical support for the Neighbourhood Development Order on Carr House 

which has been accepted.     

 
 

325 Flood damage 

Damage to properties, footpaths and roads during the floods have been reported via Local Links.  

The Community and Council Centre has been taking reports of damage and forwarding these onto 

the relevant authorities and agencies for action. 

DM reported that the pedestrian access to Birkbeck Gardens had been repaired earlier in the day. 

 

The Town Council expressed its sympathy to anyone affected by the recent flooding and recorded 

its thanks to the Emergency Services, Kirkby Stephen Mountain Rescue Team and Highways 

Teams for their efforts during and after the flooding. 

 

326 Cumbria County Council – Budget Consultation 

Copy circulated via email and hard copy on circulation.  Copy response form circulated with the 

agenda.  The Council considered the budget consultation.  RESOLVED to submit a response 

using the form provided. 

 
Clerk 

327 Portfolio Report – Town Council Administration Cllr Mrs. Johnstone 

a. Car park Christian Head – It was reported that Cumbria County Council is prepared for Eden 
District Council to continue to roll the lease forward on a month by month basis.  EDC has 
budgeted for the car park for a further year which will allow the Town Council time to look into 
its options.  Costings for the car park are to be sent to the Clerk. 

 

b. Bank Closure – HSBC, copy letter from HSBC read out at the meeting.  It was noted that the 

Kirkby Stephen branch is to close at the end of February.  The Council expressed its 

disappointment in this decision.  It was noted that there were no rural branches left in the area.  

The Town Council account will be relocated to Kendal.  A request for a mobile service to visit 

the town on a regular basis has been rejected.  Limited banking services are to be offered to 

HSBC customers via the Post Office.  Unfortunately the Town Council is not eligible to access 

banking via the Post Office.  HSBC has offered to hold a meeting with the Town Council; 

however, it was considered that as the decision was final there was little to be gained from 

meeting with them.  RESOLVED to look at switching the account to Barclays. 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

328 Portfolio – Community Planning, Cllr Mr. Birtles/ Cllr Mrs. Lumley 

The lease for the Visitor Centre Building with EDC has been signed by the Directors of the CIC. 
 
 

329 Portfolio – Community, Cllr. Mr. Richardson 

Cllr Richardson reported that he had attended the Primary School Christmas Lunch. 

 
 

330 Portfolio –  Highways, Cllr Mrs. Sowerby 

a. Cllr Sowerby has received a number of complaints regarding temporary traffic lights which had 

been put up on Brougham Lane to allow gas work repairs to be carried out.  Unfortunately 

there had been no progress to completing the gas pipe repairs during the Christmas break and 

motorists had become frustrated by the delays, a situation which was exacerbated when there 
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were problems with the lights.  Work was due to be completed within the next couple of days. 

b. An invitation to submit suggestions for areas that would benefit from dropped kerbs (not 

private accesses) was received.  Limited funding has been made available from Eden Local 

Committee for additional dropped kerb crossings in Eden.  A request for dropped kerbs in 

Westgarth had been submitted to the Council previously and taken up by LB.  It was 

RESOLVED to raise the matter with L Bateman to ask if this would be an appropriate 

opportunity to include this area. 

 
 
Clerk 

331 Portfolio – Open Spaces, Cllrs Mrs. Hoad (ABSENT), Mrs. Johnstone and Mrs. Thornton 

a. Squirrel Bridge – Deferred until February. 

b. Parrots – Deferred until February. 

c. Stenkrith Park –the following suggested projects for Stenkrith Park as per email from Walkers 

Are Welcome were considered and the following actions agreed:  

 RESOLVED to carry out spray treatment of some of the nettle patches.   

 RESOLVED to clear a path to ‘The Passage’, Eden Benchmark and keep it strimmed.  
 

It was agreed to ask the grass contractor to meet on site to prepare a plan for the spring and 
to establish the additional costs.  It was also considered that clearance of some of the 
brambles is required and appropriate methods to carry this out will be considered. 

 

 There is a lower area of Stenkrith away from the river that has a path and a large area 

interwoven with stream beds.  Consider creating an adventure trail, strimming a clear path, 

plank bridges and perhaps stick constructions and a Wendy house, or wooden toadstools or 

other constructions plus a sign, this way to.  Can be kept natural with managed paths. 

Secluded and protected from the weather.  Picnic benches near the bottom of the main path.  

The Council considered and rejected the proposal.  The Council wished to maintain the 

park as a natural environment with limited interference.  The introduction of picnic benches, 

bridges and constructions would require maintenance and place additional costs on the 

precept. 

 

 
 

332 Portfolio – Property, Cllr Mr. Marsh 

Cllr Marsh reported that the repair and maintenance of public seats is on-going. 

 
 

333 Portfolio – Tourism & Events, Cllr. Mr. Walker 

Christmas lights 

It was reported that the Christmas tree lights had been vandalised before Christmas which 

resulted in no lights on the tree after 18
th
 December.  RESOLVED to make a formal report of 

damage to the Police.   

 

The Council considered whether to persevere with a tree in the town centre.  There have been 

several occasions this year, and in previous years, where stormy weather during the festive period 

has caused damage to the branches and caused the tree to lean, this coupled with the vandalism 

that has occurred to the lights in the last few years has raised doubts about the viability of 

displaying a tree in the Market Square. 

  

There had been a problem with some lights in north Market Street which had resulted in them not 

being lit for the majority of the Christmas period.  It was assumed that water had, again, caused a 

shortage in the string.  A move to alternative lights should prevent this from happening in future 

displays.  Cllr Walker provided photographs of examples of displays elsewhere. 

 

It was agreed that an article will be placed in the next newsletter inviting people to get involved in 

organising what type of display to have in the future.  

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk/ 
MW 
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334 Accounts for payment 

Noted the receipt of the Locality Grant and the successful application to the Eden Community 

Fund.  The grant is to be used to purchase IT equipment and software. 

 

Resolved to approve the following accounts for payment 

Recipient 

Ty
p
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o

f 

p
ay

m
en

t 
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l i
n

c 

V
A

T
 

V
A

T
 

N
et
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o
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Description 

Additional payments made in November 

   

 halls newsagents 104678 £56.64 £1.42 £55.22 Stationery 
Steven Hodgson Tree Services 
Ltd 104679 £495.60 £82.60 £413.00 Tree Work 

J Cooper 104680 27.48 0 27.48 Reimbursement of hospitality 

December Accounts for Payment 
    M Brett, (Greenspot Parcel 

Delivery) 140681 £145.00 £0.00 £145.00 Newsletter delivery 

John Popple 104682 £128.00 £0.00 £128.00 Tree installation - businesses 
Graham Clark Garden 
Maintenance 104683 £69.50 £0.00 £69.50 Garden  Work 

Kirkby Stephen Produce 104684 £288.00 £48.00 £240.00 Christmas Trees - businesses 

Staff IB 3553.54 £0.00 £3,553.54 Salaries 

HMRC BACS £2,907.14 £0.00 £2,907.14 PAYE & NI 

System IT SO £36.00 £6.00 £30.00 Computer Maintenance 

Plusnet DD £34.41 £5.73 £28.68 Phone/Broadband 

K Bradburn Sims 104685 £72.06 £0.00 £72.06 
Reimbursement of xmas event 
materials 

Walkers are Welcome 104686 £40.00 £0.00 £40.00 Annual Subscription 

Halls newsagents 104687 £17.92 £0.00 £17.92 Stamps 

Sarah Harvey Designs 104688 £14.00 £0.00 £14.00 Christmas Certificates 

Cumbria Community 
Foundation 104689 £50.20 £0.00 £50.20 

Flooding Appeal - funds raised by 
customers 

      Balances Remaining 28/12/2015 
    Street Cleaning £6,005.45 
    Open Spaces £2,648.69 
    Grants £1,783.88 
    Administration £13,001.14 
    Community & Council Centre £27,378.98 
    Miscellaneous £6,240.59 
    Cloisters £1,243.00 
    Market £8,390.55 
    Allowances £0.00 
    Calor Fund £3,015.94 
    

      Bank Reconciliation Kirkby Stephen Town Council 
   Cashbook 

  
Bank Accounts 

  Receipts £139,957.28 
 

Market 
 

£8,962.00 
 Payments £74,996.94 

 
HICA 

 
£58,565.77 

 
   

Current 
 

£1,288.89 
 

   
Total 

 
£68,816.66 

 

   

deduct uncleared 
payments £3,856.32  

Balance carried forward £64,960.34 
 

Total   £64,960.34 
  

 
Clerk 

335 Correspondence 

Councillors were advised that the following items have been received and are available to view: 

CDC Coach Tourism Yearbook 2016. 

Response to threat to Police funding received. 

 

 
 

336 Date of next meeting 

It was noted that the date of the next meeting is Tuesday 19
th
 January 2016.  Items for the agenda 

must be received before 11
th
 January.   

 

337 Part two – RESOLVED to exclude press and public from the meeting during consideration of the 
following item, which required the discussion of information considered to be sensitive and 
confidential, in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (2) 

 

338 Community and Council Centre - CONFIDENTIAL 

Copy report circulated with the agenda.  The content of the report was noted.   

 

 
The Meeting closed at 8.15 pm 

Chair: .................................... 
Date:   19/01/2016 


