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Minutes of the Meeting of Kirkby Stephen Town Council held in the Local Links Centre 
on Tuesday 1

st
 March 2016 at 6.45pm 

 
Present: Mrs. J Johnstone (JJ) Chair, Mr. A Birtles (AB), Mrs. J Hoad (JH), Mrs. G Lumley (GL), Mr. D 
Marsh (DM), Mr. P Richardson (PR), Mrs. J Sowerby (JS), Mrs. D Thornton (DT) and Mr. M Walker (MW). 
Also in attendance: Clerk, L Bateman (LB), Mrs. V Kendall (VK) , Mr. T Ladhams, A Keogh Reporter and two 
members of the public. 
  
Public Participation 
A resident of High Street noted from the Newsletter article that the light on the corner of Westbrook Terrace will 
eventually be removed as it is on a building.  She requested that a replacement for the light is considered in due 
course as the light provides cover for Croglam Lane, Westbrook Terrace and the Children’s play area in 
Westbrook Fields. 
 
P Goddard advised the Council that he would be placing a geocache in Frank’s Bridge.  He requested that the 
geocaches are advertised on the town’s website and through the Visitor Centre. 
 
It was reported that the lack of a name sign at Westgarth Court is continuing to cause difficulties for delivery 
drivers and transport operators, exacerbated as the post code sends sat navs to the wrong area of Westgarth.  
The matter has been reported to Eden District Council and is on the list to be actioned.  T Ladhams agreed to 
chase this up. 
 
District and County Councillors Participation 
Cllr Kendall advised the Council that she is holding a surgery at the Local Links on Wednesday 9

th
 March. 

Cllr Bateman reported that she has received a request from Cumbria Society for the Blind for a crossing on 
Christian Head to assist people attending the health centre.  Clerk advised that the Town Council had also 
received a copy of the letter the previous day.  It was agreed to raise the matter with D Evans, Traffic 
Management Officer,Highways. 
 
Community Police 
PCSO Allinson reported that following reports of antisocial behaviour there have been increased patrols in the 
area.  LB and Sgt. M James had recently visited Kirkby Stephen during the evening and had met with youths 
congregating in the town centre. 
 

363 Apologies for absence 
There were no apologies for absence. 

Action 

364 Minutes of previous meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of Kirkby Stephen Town Council held on 2

nd
 February (pages 86-90) 

be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair. 

 
JJ 

365 Declarations of Interests 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 

366 Planning 

RESOLVED that the following applications are received and the Planning Authority advised of the 

Council’s observations as follows: 

15/0903 – Full application.  37 MARKET STREET.  Retrospective application for the installation of 

air conditioning unit to rear elevation.  RESOLVED to make the following response: The rear of 37 

Market Street is described on the planning application as a rear courtyard.  What the planning 

application fails to show is that this is a cobbled yard with a number of residential properties all 

overlooking the rear of 37 Market Street and is within the conservation area.  The Council 

considers the unit to be unsightly and not in keeping with the setting.  It is requested that either the 

unit is re-sited or a more discrete unit is used.  The Council also asks if 37 Market Street requires 

Conservation Area consent as it lies within the conservation area of Kirkby Stephen 

16/0152 – Full Application.  23 North Road.  Replacement of existing boundary wall and creation 

of new doorway in gable end with replacement door on western side. RESOLVED to support the 

application. 

It was noted that the following applications have been determined: 

15/1056 The Methodist Church – granted 

15/1110 Business park – granted 

15/1088 & 15/1089 Redmayne House – granted 

 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kirkby Stephen Town Council Minutes 1
st
 March 2016 

16092 

 

367 Carr House NDO 

The following update on the progress of the Neighbourhood Development Order was RECEIVED:    
All responses from the statutory consultees have been received.  It concluded that there was no 
requirement for a Strategic Environmental Assessment or Assessment under the Habitat 
Regulations, provided a condition about silty/polluted run-off during construction is included.   

 
Mr. Woof is confirming the above with Eden District Council prior to submitting the NDO to the 
NPIERS to check it is compliant with the basic conditions. 

 
RESOLVED to authorise the Clerk to settle invoices received in relation to the Carr House NDO 

before the end of March, RESOLVED to authorise the Clerk to make payments by BACS in order 

to meet the conditions of the Locality Grant expenditure deadline of 31
st
 March 2016. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
TW 
 
 
Clerk 
 

368 Flood Birkbeck Gardens and Quarry Close 

Cllr Lumley reported that she had attended a site visit to the Caravan Park with L Bateman and 

representatives from Cumbria County Council. 

 

Rainfall on the highway is discharging into the culvert at the caravan site.  The culvert does not 

have the capacity to cope with the large volume of water which runs off the highway during heavy 

rainfall and this is leading to the flooding which affects properties in Quarry Close and Birkbeck 

Gardens.  In the short-term sandbags have been used in the Caravan Park to divert any overflow 

into the river, the sandbags have now been removed prior to the summer opening of the site. 

 

A number of options are being explored including residents applying for resilience grants which 

could be pooled together to pay for a long-term solution to the problem. 

A public meeting is to be held on 18
th
 April, venue and time to be confirmed. 

 

369 Bus Service to KS Station 

It was reported that Mr. Carey has work commitments which prevent him from attending a day 

time meeting to progress ideas for a bus connection to the train station; he had indicated he was 

happy to discuss the matter over the telephone.  The Council considered that a meeting would be 

the best way forward.  RESOLVED to ask Carol Grey and Mr. Carey for their availability for an 

evening meeting with a view to trying to put together a package for next year. 

 
Clerk 

370 Portfolio Report – Town Council Administration Cllr Mrs. Johnstone 

a. Meeting with Carol Grey, Town Centres Officer, EDC – copy report circulated with the 

agenda.  The report on a meeting held on 3
rd

 February 2016 was RECEIVED.  The 

removal of a cash machine on the High Street following the closure of HSBC is potentially 

a problem as it is putting additional pressure on the ATM at Barclays. 
 

Cllr Walker advised the Council that his daughter is looking to set up an art/cultural centre.  

This was welcomed by the Council. 

b. RESOLVED to approve upgrading to unlimited fibre broadband at a cost of £16 + VAT per 

month for the first 12 months rising to £39 + VAT per month from then on.  The contract is 

for a minimum term of two years.  

c. Community and Council Centre 

(1) NOTED that a meeting has been held with County Council officers to discuss the long-

term arrangements of the C&CC in the Local Links in the absence of an SLA (Service 

Level Agreement) with Cumbria County Council. 

(2) NOTED that the upgrade of IT equipment and software has been carried out.  Clerk 

advised that during the course of upgrading the software the Centre had exceeded the 

download allowance by 8GB, each additional 1GB will be charged for at £1 + VAT. 

(3) The old IT equipment requires disposal.  It was AGREED to offer the old computers to 

Upper Eden Rotary. 

(4) RESOLVED to authorise expenditure to hire a skip for the disposal of unwanted items 

currently stored in the sheds to the rear of Local Links.  AGREED to arrange a clear 

out when the weather improves. 

d. Cloisters – RESOLVED to authorise repair work to be carried out to the guttering and create a 

connection to the drain and replace broken roof slates at an estimated cost of £500. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JJ 
 
 
Clerk 
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371 Portfolio – Community Planning, Cllr Mr. Birtles/ Cllr Mrs. Lumley 

Copy invitation circulated with the agenda.  An invitation to attend a meeting with National Park 

Authority 12
th
 April was received.  Cllrs Birtles and Lumley agreed to attend. 

 

Representatives from Yorkshire Dales National Park have agreed to meet with representatives 

from the Town Council to consider how Kirkby Stephen could benefit from its position as a 

‘gateway’ to the YDNP.  Cllr Birtles agreed to make contact with K Beardmore to arrange a 

meeting. 

 
AB/GL 
 
 
 
AB 

372 Portfolio – Community, Cllr. Mr. Richardson 

It was reported that one application to the Brittleton Bursary has been received. 

 

373 Portfolio –  Highways, Cllr Mrs. Sowerby 

a. Cllr Sowerby reported that she received a complaint regarding damage done to a car on the 

speed humps in Westgarth.  The resident will be advised to take the complaint to Cumbria 

Highways. 

The Council queried what the cameras are to be used for that have recently been installed in 

North Road.  PCSO J Allinson confirmed that they are APR cameras. 

The Council queried the purpose of the equipment that has been installed in the Christian 

Head Car Park.  Clerk advised that the County Council is introducing an electric charging point 

into the car park. 

b. A request for a streetlight on the junction at South Road/Station Road was received.  

RESOLVED to support the request and forward it to Cumbria Highways for consideration. 

c. A complaint was received regarding clutter on the pavements particularly near to the Visitor 

Centre.  It was RESOLVED to write to the business to advise him of the complaint and ask him 

to be more considerate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

374 Portfolio – Open Spaces, Cllrs Mrs. Hoad, Mrs. Johnstone and Mrs. Thornton 

a. Clean for the Queen – it was noted that litter-picking had been arranged for Saturday 5
th

 

March at 10.15am in the Cloisters.  Risk assessments of the sites to be picked will be carried 

out. Eden District Council has loaned litter picking equipment and will collect bags of litter. 

 

It was reported that the litterbin at Edensyde hasn’t been emptied.  AGREED to inform Eden 

District Council. 

 

Cllr Hoad asked if the riverbanks would be litter picked.  AGREED to ask Natural England if it 

is cleaning riverbanks following the floods. 

 

b. Silver Street Gardens – RESOLVED to display a notice to discourage dog fouling in the 

garden. 

 

c. Trees on river bank in Frank’s Bridge – it was reported that Clerk and Chairman had attended 

a site visit with a tree contractor to consider the tree work on the riverbank as requested by the 

residents of Riverside.  A quote of £1390 + VAT has been received.  The contractor has 

provided a method statement which will be forwarded to Natural England.  A tree felling 

licence may also be required.  Clerk reported that she is investigating grants to help to meet 

the cost of the work as it is for flood prevention.  The Council agreed in principal to the quote.  

The Clerk was authorised to seek grant funding. 

 
It was noted that a gate post requires attention; this will be dealt with when the tree work is 

carried out. 

 

It was reported that a tree trunk washed down the River Eden has caught on Low Mill Bridge.  

It was AGREED to report this to the Environment Agency. 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PR 
 
 
Clerk 

375 Portfolio – Property, Cllr Mr. Marsh 

a. Cllr Marsh reported that he is removing a bench at the top of Station Road in order that it can 

be repaired and repainted. 

 
DM 
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b. RESOLVED to move the public seat adjacent to the Visitor Centre so that it does not conflict 

with the de-fibrillator. 

DM 
 

376 Portfolio – Tourism & Events Cllr Mr. Walker 

Councillors were invited to a Christmas lights meeting planned for 7
th
 March in KSSSC at 7.30pm. 

 
MW 

377 Eden District Council - Scrutiny Work Programme Consultation 

Copy letter circulated with the agenda.  RESOLVED to suggest the following topics for Scrutiny: 

 the relationship between the District Council and the National Park Authority in light of the 

National Park extensions. 

 Lack of banks and cashpoints in rural towns 

 Maintaining the current level of refuse and recycling. 

Clerk 

378 Accounts for payment to be passed 

Resolved to approve the following accounts for payment 

Recipient 

Ty
p

e 
o

f 

p
ay

m
en

t 

To
ta

l i
n

c 

V
A

T
 

V
A

T
 

N
et

 T
o

ta
l 

Description 

Staff IB 3027.96 £0.00 £3,027.96 Salaries 

System IT SO £36.00 £6.00 £30.00 Computer maintenance 

Plusnet DD £34.83 £5.80 £29.03 Phone/Broadband 

J Cooper 104699 £5.99 £1.00 £4.99 Reimburse postage costs 

Cerberus 104700 £395.00 £0.00 £395.00 Newsletter Printing 

M Brett 104701 £130.00 £0.00 £130.00 Newsletter delivery 

Raven Graphics 104702 £35.00 £0.00 £35.00 Stickers for bins 

Haigh Architects 104703 £120.00 £20.00 £100.00 Final invoice - repairs 

Askins and Little Ltd 104704 £270.44 £45.07 £225.37 Final invoice - repairs 
Information Commissioners 
office DD £35.00 £0.00 £35.00 Data Protection Registration 

      Balances Remaining 28/02/2016 
    Street Cleaning £4,701.79 
    Open Spaces £1,919.85 
    Grants £1,433.88 
    Administration £5,702.78 
    Community & Council Centre £29,159.82 
    Miscellaneous £8,645.00 
    Cloisters £917.63 
    Market £8,462.05 
    Allowances £0.00 
    Calor Fund £3,015.94 
    

      Bank Reconciliation Kirkby Stephen Town Council 
   Cashbook 

  
Bank Accounts 

  Receipts £148,031.95 
 

Market 
 

£9,033.50 
 Payments £84,073.22 

 
HICA 

 
£54,564.94 

 
   

Current 
 

£1,351.72 
 

   
Total 

 
£64,950.16 

 
   

deduct uncleared payments £991.43 
 

Balance carried forward £63,958.73 
 

Total   £63,958.73 
  

Clerk 

379 Audit Arrangements 

NOTED that the arrangements for 2017/18 and subsequent years will be the same as now, the 

difference will be the auditor is appointed by the SAAA (Smaller Authority Auditor Appointments 

Ltd.) 

 

380 Correspondence 

The following items of correspondence were received: 

House to House Collection – Christian Aid week 15
th
 May – 22

nd
 May. 

Membership of Lake District and Yorkshire Dales National Park Authorities – it was agreed to 

suggest that Cumbria County Council is represented. 

 
 

 
Clerk 

381 Date of next meeting 

NOTED the date of the next meeting as Tuesday 5
th
 April 2016.  Items for the agenda must be 

received before Thursday 24
th
 March.   

 

 

 
The Meeting closed at 8.20 pm 

Chair: .................................... 
Date:   05/04/2016 


