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Minutes of the Meeting of Kirkby Stephen Town Council held in the Local Links Centre 
on Tuesday 7th February 2017 at 6.45pm 

 
Present: Mrs. J Johnstone Chair, Mr. A Birtles (AB), Mrs. G Lumley (GL), Mr. D Marsh (DM), Mrs. J 
Sowerby (JS) and Mrs. D Thornton (DT). 
Also in attendance: Clerk, T Ladhams, V Kendall, L Bateman and PCSO J Allinson. 
  
Public Participation 
It was reported that a grass verge on North Road has been damaged by United Utilities.  It was agreed to report 
this for repair. 
 
It was reported that flooding has started to occur on Croft Street following a residential development.  It was 
agreed to report this to the planning department for action. 
 
District and County Councillors Participation 
VK reported that the Post Office is looking for a new venue. 
 
A new bus service has started and a timetable has been issued.  Mrs. Kendall reported that she had attended a 
seminar of the Little White Bus which she had found very interesting and considered could potentially be a 
model for transport in Upper Eden with volunteers.  It was agreed to post an advert in the Community 
Newsletter. 
 
Community Police 
PCSO J Allinson reported that there has been little activity in the town recently.  Appleby Fair arrangements are 
proceeding as previous years with the Community Assessment Group meetings scheduled to take place during the 
fair as before. 
 

567 Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and noted from Cllrs. P Richardson due to illness and M Walker on 
annual leave.  

Action 

568 Minutes of previous meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of Kirkby Stephen Town Council held on 24th January (pages 17135-
17136) be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair. 

 
JJ 

569 Declarations of Interests 
Cllr Birtles declared an interest in planning items 16/0484 and 17/0030. 

 

570 Planning 

RESOLVED that the following applications are received and the Planning Authority advised of the 

Council’s observations as follows: 

16/1089 – LEVENS HOUSE FARM. Full application. 5 detached single storey dwellings.  The 
Council considered complaints received about the access road into the completed development 
which will lead into the new development.  The access road is a loose, rough surface and each 
time it rains the surface water runs into Mellbecks taking the surface with it.  It was noted that the 
original development had conditions attached to have installed surface water drains, roads and 
pavements; however, it appeared that this condition had not been enforced.   It was RESOLVED 
to support the application only on condition that the road surface is improved, adequate surface 
water drainage is installed and pavements are provided before any further development of the site 
takes place. 
 

16/1092 – THE DENE, APPLEBY ROAD.  Full application.  Improvements including kitchen and 
en-suite bathroom extensions and remodelling of exiting utility and conservatory.  RESOLVED to 
support the application and recommended that the application is approved. 
 
16/0196 – MELLBECKS HOUSE.  Full application.  New porch to principal elevation and new 
rooflights.  RESOLVED to support the application and recommended that the application is 
approved. 
Cllr Birtles declared a professional interest in the following two planning items, he left the 
room and took no part in the discussion or decision. 
 
16/0484 – GROOMING PARLOUR ROAD TO SANDWATH FARM.  Reserved matters.  Reserved 
matters application for appearance, landscaping, layout and scale attached to outline approval 
14/0065.  RESOLVED to support the application and recommended that the application is 
approved. 

 
Clerk 
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17/0030 – POTLANDS HOUSE, SOUTH ROAD.  Full application.  Proposed internal and external 
alterations.  RESOLVED to support the application and recommended that the application is 
approved. 
 
Cllr Birtles re-joined the meeting. 
 

571 Carr House NDO 

There was no update to receive. 
 

 

572 Town/Church Clock 

It was reported that the clock appeal total has been reached.  The contractor has been asked to 

complete the repair and reinstall the clock, it is hoped the work will be complete by Easter. 

 

 

573 Portfolio – Community, Cllr. Mr. Richardson 

It was reported that Princess Anne is to visit Kirkby Stephen on 21st March. 

 

 

574 Portfolio –  Highways, Cllr Mrs. Sowerby 

a. Copy draft proposals circulated at the January meeting.  Proposed waiting and parking 

restrictions on South Road were received and considered.  RESOLVED to include an article in 

the Community Newsletter and to invite comments. 

 

It was agreed to ask for the agreed parking restriction changes and additional speed limits to 

be introduced as soon as possible.  LB agreed to take this up with CCC on the Town Council’s 

behalf. 

 

b. A complaint regarding vehicles parking on the pavement on the east side of Faraday Road 

was received.  The Council noted that this side of the pavement is mostly dropped kerbs and 

was designed that way to help with the flow of traffic.  PCSO J Allinson reported that she has 

sought advice from Cumbria Highways on this matter, the pavement is not an extension of the 

road and is classed as pavement.  If the width of the pavement is reduced to less than 1.2m it 

is classed as an obstruction.  PCSO Allinson is monitoring the area and is targeting vehicles 

and issuing advice to the owners where obstructions are occurring. 

 

c. Crossing Patrol Lights - A685, High Street, it was noted that the crossing patrol lights are faulty 
and are to be removed as they do not meet current highway standards.  It was AGREED to 
accept the decision. 

 
d. Public Car Park – Christian Head.  It was reported that Eden District Council has given notice 

to Cumbria County Council on the lease of the car park and will not renew when the lease 
ends in March. Clerk has been advised that Cumbria County Council will not enter into 
discussions over the future of the car park until the Town Council formally writes to express an 
interest in the car park.  RESOLVED to write to Cumbria County Council to express an interest 
in the car park.  

 
It was reported that there are potholes on Brougham Lane and Westgarth Avenue.  AGREED to 
report these for action to the Highways Authority. 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
LB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

575 Portfolio Report – Town Council Administration Cllr Mrs. Johnstone 

a. Eden District Council, Vision and Opportunities for Eden to 2050.  Copy circulated by email. 

It was noted that the Vision is centred on Penrith; however, the Council expected that other 

Key Service Centres were not neglected in this far reaching plan.  The Council considered the 

time scale for submitting a response to be inadequate to allow the Council to prepare a 

detailed response.  

RESOLVED to advise Eden District Council of the following comments for Kirkby Stephen: 

 Support and improve public transport to Penrith, Kendal and Barnard Castle 

 Improve the availability and speed of broadband 

 Encourage tourism based on heritage 

 
Clerk 
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 Attract businesses and increase availability of skilled and well paid jobs 

 Address issues of an aging population 

 Reduce impact of traffic on the town centre without impacting on local businesses 

 Minimise risk of flooding 

 

b. Cllr Johnstone reported that she had attended a meeting of Town Councils in Eden.  The 

group had discussed the impact of devolution of services, NHS consultation and the Vision for 

Eden.  It had been a productive meeting and it had been agreed that there were benefits to 

working together.  Meetings are to be held quarterly. 

 

576 Portfolio – Community Planning, Cllr Mr. Birtles/ Cllr Mrs. Lumley 

It was reported that the volunteers of the Visitor Centre are having a get together in March.   

 

LATE ITEM - It was reported that K Hutchinson has asked to meet with representatives of the 

Council to discuss changes to the Eden Local Plan.  It was AGREED to request that Mr. 

Hutchinson sets out what he wishes to discuss prior to arranging a meeting with him.  The Council 

also AGREED that this item should be considered by the Council, preferably at the March 

meeting. 

 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

577 Portfolio – Open Spaces, Cllrs Mrs. Johnstone and Mrs. Thornton   

a. Burial Board – The Council has a vacancy to be filled on the Burial Board.  Cllrs were 

reminded to consider representation. 

It was AGREED to set up a meeting with the Chairman of the Burial Board. 

Cllr Thornton advised the Council that the Burial Board will be holding a boon day, date to be 

confirmed. 

b. Great British Spring Clean – KSWaW, the Council was informed that the KS WaW Dawdles 

group is planning on holding a litter pick on 2nd March as part of the Great British Spring Clean.  

It was noted that the royal visit does not take place until 21st March and a further litter pick may 

be needed.  It was agreed to ask if the Dawdles group would be prepared to delay their litter 

pick for a week and for Councillors to lend a hand where they could.  Cllr Johnstone will 

contact Mr. Simpson to ask for the alleyways to be swept. 

 

 
All 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

578 Portfolio – Property, Cllr Mr. Marsh 

There were no matters raised. 

 
 

579 Portfolio – Tourism & Events Cllr Mr. Walker 

A request has been made by the Lights Team to extend the display in the Market Square to the 

Pennine and to create a display on the pole.  The team have requested that the Council purchase 

200m of strings, 10 lengths of white lights, while they are available on sale at a reduced cost of 

£49 per length, usual price £79 (prices exclude VAT and delivery). A request has also been made 

for 50m of coloured lights to be purchased for the display on the pole.  It was noted that a 

provision of £500 has been made in the budget for Christmas lights equipment 2017/18.   

 

RESOLVED to purchase the strings required to complete the design from the Market Square to 

the Pennine from the budget provided.  It was noted that there are insufficient funds to purchase 

additional strings for the telegraph pole from the Town Council budget.  The further extension of 

the display will be considered in the financial year of 2018/19. 

 

 
Clerk 
 

580 Grants and Donations 

Copy letter from Classic Commercial Vehicle Rally circulated with the agenda.  RESOLVED to 

make a donation of £300 towards the costs of the Classic Vehicle Rally and authorise the use of 

the Cloisters and Market Square for the displays and stalls associated with the event.  The 

organisers of the Rally are wishing to step back from the event organisation and are seeking a 

new committee or group to take over the event.  The Council recorded its thanks to the current 

organisers for all their work.  It was AGREED to make enquiries. 

 
Clerk 
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581 Accounts for payment 

The following accounts for payment were approved: 

 

Recipient 
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Description Budget Heading 

staff BACS £3,223.01 £0.00 £3,223.01 Salaries Admin, C&CC & Street Cleaning 

NEST BACS £26.21 £0.00 £26.21 Pension contributions Admin & C&CC 

System IT DD £36.00 £6.00 £30.00 PAYE & NI Admin, C&CC & Street Cleaning 

Plusnet DD £37.38 £6.23 £31.15 Computer Maintenance Community & Council Centre 

C W Herald BACS £112.46 £18.74 £93.72 Phone/Broadband Community & Council Centre 

Halls Newsagents 104788 £52.55 £6.08 £46.47 Stamps and Stationery Admin & Miscellaneous 

Supermarket Online 104789 £52.25 £8.71 £43.54 Stationery Administration 
Graham Clark Garden 
Maintenance 104790 £44.00 £0.00 £44.00 Gardening Open Spaces 

Diversified communications UK 104791 £186.00 £31.00 £155.00 Coach Tourism Advert Miscellaneous 

System IT 104792 £139.26 £23.21 £116.05 Antivirus renewal Community & Council Centre 
Kirkby Stephen Sports & Social 
Club 104793 £30.00 £0.00 £30.00 Electricity for Christmas display Miscellaneous 

PF&K 104794 £30.00 £0.00 £30.00 Electricity for Christmas display Miscellaneous 

C Wilson 104795 £30.00 £0.00 £30.00 Electricity for Christmas display Miscellaneous 

Walkers are Welcome 104796 £40.00 £0.00 £40.00 Annual subscription Grants and Miscellaneous 

Total Expenditure 
 

£4,039.12 £99.97 £3,939.15 
  

       balances remaining 
      Street Cleaning £6,354.12 

     Open Spaces £3,066.71 
     Grants £996.88 
     Administration £4,987.51 
     Community & Council Centre £25,893.67 
     Miscellaneous £5,874.27 
     Cloisters £14.58 
     Market £7,733.18 
     Allowances £0.00 
     Calor Fund £2,515.94 £57,436.86 

    
       Bank Reconciliation Kirkby Stephen Town Council 

     Cashbook 
  

Bank Accounts 
  Receipts £130,618.89 

 
Market 

 
£8,449.23 

 Payments £73,182.03 
 

HICA 
 

£48,194.57 
 

   
Current 

 
£1,906.35 

 

   
Total 

 
£58,550.15 

 

   

deduct uncleared 
payments £1,113.29 

 Balance carried forward £57,436.86 
 

Total   £57,436.86 
 

 

Clerk 

582 Correspondence - None Received 

 

 

583 Date of next meeting 

NOTED the date of the next meeting as Tuesday 7th March 2017.  Items for the agenda must be 

received before Monday 27th February. 

 

 

 
The Meeting closed at 8.00pm       

Chair: .................................... 
Date:   07/03/2017 


